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PREFACE. 



The followìng pages bave no higher pretensions 

than to present a familiar history of the lamented 

Monsignor Wbbball. They chiefly embody and 

embalm the reminiscences of an old and admìring 

£dend; — ^who was a boy with him at school, — a 

pupil under him at college, — ^a brother priest with 

him in after years, — and thronghout lùs meritorious 

career, ina devoted and affectionate, though humble 

friend. It will be perceived to be the production 

of one, very decidedly a 

"Laudator temporìs acti 
Se puero:" 

but to many it will not be on that account the lesa 
acceptable. 

The author gladly avails himself of this 'oppor- 
tunity to express bis warm thanks to bis old and 
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dear friend. Canon McDonnell, who soppfied hìm 
wìth Senne partìcnlars of the early yean of their 
mutuai friend, wliìch he could not otherwise have 
recorded: and to another highly esteemed friend, 
ProYOSt Bagnali, who Idndljrpermitted him to use 
at dìscretion the papers which had come into his 
possession, as executor of the lamented prelate 
deceased. 

It will hardly be considered that too much space 
is occupied in thìs biography by accounts of Dr. 
Wssdall's Sermons, and passages extracted from 
them ; sìnce it was as a preacher that he shone most 
brilliandy. Nothing indeed more strongly evinced 
the fenrour of his piety, the elegant cxdtivation of 
his mind, and the superior character of his abilities, 
than ina pulpit compositions. 

But let thÌ8 9ufficey in a few toords, for a waming 
to the readers. And noto tee must come io the 
narration* 

C088ST, FOruarf 2&th, ISSO. 

* 2 Machabus, vi., 17. 
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OuR FiKST desire, when we bave lost an old and 
ìntiinate friend, is to perpetuate bis memory. Every 
thing that recalls him to onr minds is precìous; 
every recollection of him is affectionately cherished. 
He has dropped from our side, he has fallen out of 
our circle ; but we cannot bear that he should be 
wbolly lost to US. Hence our earliest wish is to 
bave a record of bis life ; so to preserve, as best we 
may, tbose traits of bis character, those incidente of 
bis life, and tbose deeds of bis achieving which we 
ourselves love to remember, and which otbers may 
be interested to know. It might, on some accounts, 
be better to let a certain time pass, before a bio- 
graphy is attempted ; for some things may not be 
so weU told soon after a friend's depiarture: but 
on the other band, many things will vanish past 
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recovery, if we do net hasten to preaerve them; 
and ali must be read with less and less interest, the 
more the time is protracted before they are given 
to the public. Moreoyer, as it has been wisely 
observed by Dr. Johnson, it is only those who have 
been familiar and intimate with a man, who can 
properly write his life. '^ Biography,*' he says, 
" is rarely weU executed. They only who live 
" with a man, can write his life with any genuine 
^' exactness and discrimination."* He says again : 
" Lives can only be written from personal know- 
'* ledge, which is growing every day less, and in a 
'^ short time is lost for ever."t These considerations 
must be the writer's apology, if any be needed, for 
the present work appearing so early. The subject 
of this biography had been so long known and 
loved by the writer, that he needed only the im- 
pulse of esteem and aflfection to hasten to pay this 
tribute to his memory, even if other considerations 
had not justified the mournfol, yet most grateful 
and soothing task. 

The writer is fuUy aware of the truth of what 
our great moralist also observes, '^ that if the bio- 
^^grapher writes from personal knowledge, and 
*^ makes baste to gratify the public curiosity, there is 
" danger lest his interest, his fear, his gratitude, or 
"his tenderness, overpower his fidelity, and tempt 
*' him to conceal, if not to invent."J This danger it 
will be his study to escape, by keeping steadily in 
view that he is not merely to gratify £riendship and 

♦ Boswbll's JÀft ofJóhnMnt Voi. ii., Ch. xiv, 
f John son— Lr/e of Additon, l Ramblek, No. 60. 
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affection in this biography, but to discharge the 
public duty of not concealing the deficiencies, while 
he records the great merits and virtues of a distin- 
guished omament of the C^itholìc Church in thìs 
country; one of those whom Divine Providence 
raises up only from time to time^ for his own great 
designa and especial purposes. For in truth it is 
no ordinary man who has been taken from us in the 
EiGHT Revbkbnd Monsignor Webdall. It is 
just that we àiovlà praise men of renoton, and our 
fathers in their generation... men of great potoer, 
and endued with their wisdom...and by thestrength 
of toisdom finstructingj the peopìe in most holy 
toords.* He belonged to the number of such men ; 
and the voice of inspiration has warranted us in ce- 
lebrating their praises : Let the people show forth 
their toiedom, and the church declare their praise.f 
Distinguished men are granted to us at times for 
extraordinary purposes, and fitted especially for 
particular undertakings. Dr. Webdall» — ^for we 
prefer to cali him by the umiliar title by 
which he was designated to the end, not¥nith- 
standing his higher dignity of Monsignor, — seems 
to bave been called and qualified in a remarkable 
manner for college life and administration ; and for 
the especial exigencies of St. Mary's College, at 
Oscott. He passed more than forty years of his 
life at Oscott; he succeeded eminently there; 
while in every other position, though he was ever 
laborìous and edifying, he seemed always in some 
degree out of his element. Oscott College owes 

* EOC&BtlAtTICim SLT^ l» 8| 4. t I*iD» ▼. 15* 
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him a deep and enduring debt of gratitude and 
reverence. As a studente he was brilliant and 
exemplary : he shone in his daya as the marning 
star in the tnidst of a cloud, and as the moon at the 
fuU? As a professor. Ite was distinguished not 
only for his extensive erudition, but his felicitous 
method of imparting knowledge to his pupils. As 
presidente his administration was marked by great 
wisdom and discernment ; his authority was pater^ 
nal, and his goyernment characterised by firmness, 
ever tempered by mildness and engaging sweetness. 
As a priest, as the sun when it shineth, so did he 
shine in the tempie of Ood.f And when promoted 
to the prelacy, he did honour to the dignity so 
deservedly conferred upon him : when heput on the 
robe ofglorj/, and was clothed with the perfection 
of power : when he went up to the holy aitar he 
honoured the vestwre of holiness.t But the especial 
vocation of Dr. Weedall was the building, the 
organisation, and the government of the new Col- 
lege of St. Mary, at Oscott. With that college his 
name is so closely identified, that it must go down to 
generations inseparably connected with its history, 
its reputation, and its distinguished position as a 
college and a seminary. The life of one so emi- 
nent weU deserves a lasting record ; its details 
cannot fail to .attract the eager perusal of his 
numerous friends and admirers; while the most 
indifferent reader must peruse them with interest 
and edification. 

♦ ECCLVS. L., 6. 
f IBID L., 7. l lBM>, V. 11, 12. 
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HxNBT Weeball was the son of a respectable 
medicai practitioiiery who had been at Douay Col- 
lege with Bisbop Mìlner. He was bom in London 
on the 6th of September, 1788. His parents both 
died when he was very young. His father died of 
a severe nervous affection of the head and probably 
eyes^ similar to that which his distinguished son 
seems to bave inherited firom him, and under which 
he suffered so much from about the age of ten to 
the end of his life. Of his early childhood we bave 
no accounts ; but he was surely a child of benedic- 
tion, and the sweetness of bis boyhood leaves no 
room to doubt that he was most engaging in his 
infancy^ and first years of intelligence. Like another 
Samuel^ he seemed bom for the house of the Lord ; 
and we can imagine bis mother^ like Elcana^ anxious 
that he might appear befare the Lord, and might 
abide altoays there.* Doubtless she could bave 
added with that happy mother: / also have lent 
him io the Lord/ ali the days of his life, he shall 
he lent to the Lord.f With this view he was sent 
to the Bchool at Sedgley Park at the very early age 
of sìx years. He arrived there on the llth of 
December^ 1794. That venerable establishment 
had been in existence thirty-one years^ and had 
kept steadily increasing in numbers and usefulness. 
It was now under the able presidency of the Bev. 
John Kirky who^ frora bavìng been the spiritual 
director, had exchanged offices with the Bev. 
Thomas Southworth in the preceding year ; but on 
the express condition that Mr. Southworth should 

• 1 KiiroB, I., 28. t iBiD, T. 28. 

B 2 
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remain in the establishment as vice-president and 
spiritual director. For the latter office Mr. South- 
worth was peculiarly qualified, and the exchange 
appeared to be greatly ior the benefit of the esta- 
blishment. The arrangement^ however, did not 
long continue. Mr. Kirk went to reside with 
Sishop Berìngton as his secretary at Longbirch^ 
and resigned the office of presidente which was 
resumed by Mr. Southworth, in November of the 
year 1797. 

It was then during the short presidentship of 
Mr. Kirk^ that little Weeball was placed at 
Sedgley Park, a tender child of only six years and 
three months. Speaking of this event in his beau- 
tiftd Memoir of Dr. Kirk, he himself describes it 
in these glowing terms : ** It was at this happy cpn- 
'* juncture that the writer of this memoir, late in the 
** year 1794, first received the benignant smiles 
*' and patemal cares of those most benignant and 
** patemal, but firm and prudent Superiors, of whom 
" his grateful memory prompts him to say with the 
** Roman poet — 

" * Anima qtuUes neque eandidiores 
" * Terra tulit, neque queis me sU devinctior alter* " * 

If he was thus benignandy received and smiled 
upon by these kind and holy men, he presented 
every attraction for their benevolence. He was a de- 
licate child of sweet and engaging manners, placed 
unusually young in a school of rough boys, and thus 
claiming a more than ordinary share of patemal 
care and protection. He was -patromsed by the 

• Memmr of Rev, Dr. Khrk, - Catholie Directofy," 1853. 
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late Rer. John Jones^ so long the eloquent preacher 
and respected missìoner in London, at Warwìck 
Street Chapel. Parlour boarders were taken at 
that tìme at Sedgley Park ; Mr. Bowdon was one of 
them, and Mr. Jones another. The latter was very 
fond of little Webdall, took great notice of him, and 
patronised him for many years, indeed as long as 
he himself lired. Wbedall is described by those 
who knew him when he first carne to the school, as 
Tery little and delicate, with a sweet and engaging 
countenance, and very amiable manners. The 
writer became his schoolfellow in the latter part of 
his stay at Sedgley Park, and has a yery distinct 
recoUection of him at that time. He was small 
and stunted in his growth, but had a large and fine 
head, with a broad, open forehead. His eyes were 
light and large, but always weak. His complexion 
was clear and colourless ; his month and lipa formed 
for eloquence, evidently the o$ magna locuturum. 
His hair was light, and had that remarkable growth 
over his right tempie, which is feuniliarly called a 
calf4ick; a rather graceful feature in the face of 
a child, but a troublesome accompaniment to a per- 
son grown up. He found it so for many years, 
especially during the time that he wore hair powder, 
as aD priests formerly did, not being able to bring 
his hair to correspond on both sides of his forehead. 
But this peculiarity was not perceptible in the 
latter part of his life, after he had long taken to 
brushing his hair back from his forehead. 

That love of neatness which distinguished Db. 
Weedall through life, was yery apparent in hi» 
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boyliood. Hìs dress was always neatly arranged, 
and nothing sloyenly was ever seen abouthim. His 
white eravate a rare acqidsition in those times among 
Park boys^ was always clean, and tdedwith remark- 
able attention. His box^ or little cupboard in the 
playroom, was observable above those of other boys 
for being nicely papered, and its contents arranged 
in exact order ; his books in the " Study," and in 
the Chapel^ were always carefìilly covered and 
tidily kept; his missal was the most elegant in the 
school^ with its gilt leaves and handsome register, 
worked with gold thread at the top and pendants ; 
he was in short a model of neatness in erery thing. 
He was always cheerful and amiable^ and beloved 
by every one. He is thns described by one of his 
companions stili living : '* He was an unirersal 
favourite with his superiors^ and among the boys ; 
blameless^ gentle, amiable^ and clerer." He joined 
in every game^ and generally excelled in the various 
sports of the playground. But his favourite game 
was band ball, for which his compact little frame 
pecnliarly fitted him. He was remarkably fond of 
birds ; and the writer used to assist him in carrying 
out his cages with birds in the mornings, to hang 
them on the pales at the end of the *^ Bounds," 
or playground. He would come and puU your 
ear in the same good-natured manner which he 
retained ali his life, and ask you to help him to 
carry out his cages ; and every one was ready and 
happy to oblige him. He nsed to relate the loss of 
a favourite bird, which was killed in, or over the 
porch in the playroom ; and said that he did not 
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remember feeling so acute anguish on any other 
occasion» as lie experienced on the Iosa of that bìrd. 
This little trait of early sensibility was snrely a 
precions angury of that tender heart whieh dìstin- 
guished him so remarkably through life. After- 
wards at Oscott he kept a bnllfinch ; and he spent a 
good part of one Midsnmmer vacation in whistling to 
it in hopes of teaching it to sing the tune of ** The 
Siege of Belle-Isle." In front of the pales were 
the boys* gardens, railed off from the playgronnd. 
Weedall's garden was the middle one, kept in the 
neatest order, and always the best. On each side 
of the path, up the middle of bis garden, he always 
had a thick row of the genuine old Park " Snaps** 
f Antirrhinum Sjpunum), which grew finer and 
taller than those in any other boy's garden. He 
had a nice little arbour with a seat dose to the 
pales, and this was more elegantly formed and 
neatly kept than any of the others. 

He complained one time to two intimate com- 
panions how the grubs eat off the roots of bis 
fiowers. They took the hint, and thinking that he 
could well spare a lupine, pulled one up, tore away 
most of the root, and then replanted it. They after- 
wards called bis attention to it : he took it up, and 
remarked upon it, as an illustration of what he had 
before told them. ITiey laughed, and he saw what 
they had been doing, and laughed too in perfect 
good humour. 

At the time when little " Harry Webdall,'* 
as we always called him, first went to Sedgley Park, 
besides the president and spiritual director already 
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mentioned, the foUowing masters or teachers re- 
sided there and conducted the studies» Messrs. 
Joseph Harbut, John Sumner, Thomas Hichmond, 
Thomas Daniel, and Thomas Tates. Happy was 
the teacher who had Wbbdall for his pupil. He 
was gifted with very superior abilities, and his 
docility and application were ever conspicuous. He 
was first tinder Mr. Harbut, who was very fond of 
him, and exiremely kind to him. He made rapid 
progress in ali his studies, and generally excelléd. 
He was a good writer, and his remarkably neat and 
regular hand writing is well known to have re- 
mained unaltered to the end. Few indeed at the 
age of three score and ten can write so firm and 
beautiful a hand as he wrote; it neyer betrayed 
the least shaking or slovenliness. Mr. Sumner 
had the principal share in his education, was always 
proud of his pupil, and retained to the end of his 
life the most affectionate regard for him, omitting 
no opportunity of extoUing his shining abilities, 
and fine character, exhibited through the entire 
course of his education at Sedgley Park. Dr. 
Weedall, on his part, ever cherished a great 
aSection and veneration for his early instructors. 
He spoke with great veneration at ali times of 
Mr. Southworth, regarding him in every senso as 
a father. He always expressed great gratitude and 
aflFection for Mr. Harbut, and more particularly for 
Mr. Sumner, who had been his English master for 
the principal part of his time at Sedgley Park. 

It is always so gratifying to learn any little traits 
of character, or youthful adventures of those whom 
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we bare lored and venerated in after years, that 
the few anecdotes remembered of young Weedall, 
bowever trifling, must not be omitted. - One time 
be was attempting^ as tbe boys often did, to walk 
along tbe ralla wbicb separated tbe boys' gardens 
from tbe " bounds," wben be fell astride tbe rail, 
and burt bimself considerably. He used to de- 
scribe bis suffering from tbia accident as intolerable. 
Anotber anecdote starts up to tbe writer's recol- 
lection of a yery different cbaracter. One nigbt 
in tbe cbapel be fell asleep during prayers. At 
tbe pause made for tbe examination of conscience^ 
be awoke during tbe silence; and eitber wisbing 
to appear attentive^ or imagining tbat be bad 
beard tbe end of a prayer, be answered out loud, 
" Amen !" — ^A respectable lady at Wolverbampton, 
Mrs. Devey^ appears to bave bad bim in some vay 
entrusted to ber care^ for be often was allowed to 
go to see ber, and used to visìt ber as bis early 
friend and benefactress, after be removed to Oscott. 
Sbe presented bim witb bis first pair of razors, one 
of wbicb is stili constantly used by bis old friend. 
Canon McDonnell. 

Sut it was in tbe most important duties of 
piety and religion, tbat Henry Weedall was tbe 
brigbtest example : and was " as the rainboto giving 
^^ light in the hright clouds, and as the fiovoer of 
^' roses in the days of the apring^ and as the lilies 
^^ that are on the brink of the water j and as the 
^* sweet smeUing frankincense in the time of sum- 
" mer."* He never forgot tbe sublime object of 

• EcCLUS. U, 8. 
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Iiis Yocatioii. He knew that it required of him 
thoroughly to learn himself what he humbly hoped 
to be commissioned one day to teach to others^ and 
faithfcdly to practìse those virtues wliich he would 
hare to inculcate. For both objects he laboured 
assiduously, and in both was he eminently snc- 
cessful. When the writer of these lines first knew 
him, he was the head boy in studies of the 
whole school, and knelt in the first place in the 
chapel. He was chosen to serve at the aitar, and 
WiUiam Wareing, afterwards Bishop of North- 
ampton, served with him. In those primitive 
days, when our ceremonial was extremely simple 
and limited, he enjoyed a great privilege and 
distinction. He was that boy alluded to in the 
History of Sedgley Parky chap. viii., whose office 
it was to remove the priest's chair on Simdays, 
extinguish the candles after Vespers, and kneel in 
the Sanctuary at Benediction, to act as thurifer, 
though he held the thurible only just before the 
incensations, and neither wore surplice nor cassock, 
but only his ordinary clothes. In every way, how- 
ever, this youth deserved and secured approbation 
and distinction. He went through his unusually 
long course of nine years and a half at Sedgley 
Park with the highest credit; the model of a 
studente whom ali looked upon with admiration 
and afifection; whom aU his schoolfellows might 
well emulate ; and with whose conduct aU must 
have been edified. He had been at the Park from 
his tender years, and it had become his cherished 
home. He was now to part with many whom he 
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loved^ and from a spot to which he was strongly 
endeared. Like a stream separatìng from the parent 
spring^ to pursue its own solitary course, he felt 
acutely as he lingered on the threshold of the 
venerable establishment; and we can imagine his 
farewell to have resembled what has been thus 
beautifnlly expressed : 

" Farewell, with whom to these retreats I strayed, 
By youthful sports, by youthAil toils allied ! 
JoyouB we Bojourned in this oiroling shade, 
And wept to find the paths of life divide." 

But a sublime vocation called him^ and higher 
destinies awaited him ; and he nerved hi^ spirits to 
a willing obedience to the necessity which duty 
imposed. He left Sedgley Fark^ June 11^ 1804^ in 
company with Mark John McNeal^ a student, who 
had long kept second in the school^ but had never 
been able to surpass Weedall. McNeal and 
Wbedall were the only boys at the time who 
leamed Greek. There were two more who learned 
Latin with them^ Joseph Scott and William Frost. 
Wbedall continued under Mr. Sumner in his 
English studies, but the Rev. Joseph Birch, who 
succeeded Mr. Southworth as president of Sedgley 
Fark in 1816^ was his master in Greek^ Latin^ and 
French. Though Weedall always kept first place 
both in Greek and Latin^ he did not succeed so 
well in French. In this, Francis McDonnell, elder 
brother of the respected Canon of Clifton, always 
held the first place, and McNeal got second place 
quite as often as Wbedall. However, he never 
dropped lower than the third place in the class, 

e 
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which consisted of seven bo js. Mark Jolm McNeal 
entered Oscott ako as a churcli studente but left 
it shordy afìter^ and became a teacher^ first at Bad- 
desley Green Academy^ and afìterwards at Sedgley 
Park. He finally became a medicai practitioner at 
Faris^ and died there August 24^ 1823, aged 34. 
Db. Wbedall ever retained the warmest feelings 
of gratitude and affection for Sedgley Park, and 
gave expression to them, a few years after leaving 
it, in the foUowing beautiful 

ODE 

ON A DISTANT PROSPECT OF SEDGLEY PARK 

llle terrmritm miki prmttr omiie* 
Angulu» ridet. HoR. 

Hail sacred spot ! from noise and world retired, 

Where Sedgley's tops migestically rìse 1 
How throbs my heart with gratitude inspired, 

Wbene*er thy image meets my louging eyes. 

When memory, with retrospective ken, 
' Looks back on years that long bave ceased to roll, 
Tells me of joys I ne'er can taste again, 
And calls up ali the boy within my soul. 

Ah ! happy scenes of innoeent delight, 
Scenes of an age when every sport could please, 

When with light spinta and a mind as light, 
I flutter*d through the moming of my days. 

Stranger at once to jealonsy and strìfe, 
Refìned revenge and self tormenting rage, 

With ali the ills that poster human life, 
And damp the pleasures of maturer age. 
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Well might the Bard, who felt a joy like this, 
When Eton's turrets rose upon bis eyes, 

Urge the bold truth, " Wheré ignoranee it òKm, 
*Tii sttre the height oìfoUy to he wise.** 

For ah ! too soon experience grows mature. 
And points to dangers little known before, 

To Soylla's eddying gulf where Sirene Iure 
In velvet song on pleasure's silken shore. 

Waked into life ten thousand wild desires, 
Whioh erst had slumbered — might they slumber stili ! 

Seditiotts rise — ^wide spread the glaring fires, 
A fiùthless beacon to mislead the will. 

Oh ! if my age in eloistered walls immured, 

Has haply yet escaped eaeh latent rock, 
While thousands, though more virtuously secured, 

Have felt their yìrtue y ielding to the shook ; — 

Thanks to thy precepts, — ^venerable eage, 
Who early bent my heart to virtue's sway, 

Sketch'd the rough features of a vicious age, 
Then bade me follow where thou led'st the way. 

Oh ! conld my lays, immortai as my theme, 
On virtue's brow the fading wreaih prolong, 

Then should my song ennoble Southworth'b name, 
And Southwobth'b name should dignify my song. 

Then should oblivion, foe to absent worth, 
Pause where entombed thy mortai relics lie, 

Though no proud columns load the moss-grown earth, 
** The Muse forbids the virtuous man to die." 

OteUt, 1813. 



CHAPTER II. 

Remoyal from Skdolby Pakk— History of the Misbion 

OF OSCOTT — COMMENOEMENT OF AN ECOLESIASTIOAL SeMT- 
NART THERE — ^BeGINNJNG OF THE COLLEGE AT OsCOTT — ^IT8 

First Church Stddents — ^Weedall's Arrival atOsoott — 
Other Arrivals — HuMBLE Ceremonial in the Ohafel. 

Henry Wbbdall had now received a good sub- 
stantial education at Sedgley Park, and had been 
there exactly nine years and a half^ a much longer 
time than scbolars usually remaìn; wbich is ac- 
counted for by bis entering tbe scbool at so early 
an age. Being destined for tbe ecclesiastical state, 
be was to continue bis course in anotber establisb- 
ment, at Oscott, distant twelve miles from tbe Park. 
Tbis remoyal to a college and seminary was a 
serious and important step in bis life, as it must 
be in tbe career of every young aspirant to tbe 
sacred mimstry. Hitberto be bad been mixed up 
witb a large number of boys, most of wbom were 
intended for various trades and professions in se- 
cular life : but be bad never lost sigbt of bis own 
more sacred destination^ nor relaxed in tbat ardent 
pursuit of piety wbicb would prepare bim to fulfil 
it. But be was now to be associated witb at least a 
few ecclesiastical students, and to be more directly 
trained in bis sublime vocation. It was in bis regard 
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like the perìod when the mother of Samuel carried 
her little son to appear hefore the Lordi ^*^ abide 
altoays in the house of the Lord in Silo. For this 
youth was alike destined to spend nearly the whole 
of his life in the house of the Lord^ and within the 
hallowed precincts of collegiate seclusion. . He^ 
like another Samuel, was to minister he/ore the 
face o/the Lord, and become great hefore the Lord. 
And, like that holy prophet, it may be truly said, 
though in a subordinate degree, of the subject of 
this biography, that he advaneed and greto on, and 
fleased hoth the Lord and men.* 

The college to which Heitrt Webdall now 
removed, was but recendy commenced. It was 
situated at Oscott, about five miles from Birmingham, 
where there had been, however, for many years, a 
secluded country mission. It was formerly the 
private property of the Rev. Andrew Bromwich, 
wbo was ordained at Lisbon, and became a con- 
fessor of the faith in the dreary times of persecu- 
tion. He was tried and condemned to death in 
1679, as he himself informs us in the speech which 
he had prepared to deliver on the scaffold, ''for 
'' the only crime of priesthood. . .for the conscionable 
" discharge of that divine calling." He was after- 
wards, however, reprieved, and after lying some 
time in prison, seems to have been forgotten, rather 
than actually pardoned, so that his release was 
permitted, or connived at. He retumed to his 
home and property at Oscott, and took charge of 
tibie few Catholìcs there, and in the neighbourhood. 

* 1 K1N68 I. and 11^ jNMftm. 

C 2 
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He survived till the year 170S. His antique chair 
of very rude construction is stili preserved. His 
uncle^ Rev. Francis Fitter^ also a Lisbon priest, 
succeeded him, and died in 1711, at the adranced 
age of 89. His successor was Bey. Philip Hickin, 
who died in 1735. After some other pastors^among 
whom were Rev. C. Fitz-Williams, Rev. James 
Layfield, and Rev. Joseph Barnes, the mission of 
Oscott was taken charge of by Rev. Pierce Parry, 
about the year 1762. It was very soon after 
this, probably in thè year foUowing, that Bishop 
Homyold, who was then coadjutor to Bishop Stonor, 
built a new house at Oscott, contributing himself 
£100 towards the erection, the rest of the expense 
being liberally made up by the contributions of a 
few wealthy Catholics. This house was built with 
the intention of its being made the residence of the 
Vicars Apostolic of the Midland District, in case 
they should at any time be obliged to leave their 
actual residence at Longbirch, near Wolverhampton. 
Thus was raisedwhat we should termthe old house 
of Oscott, on the site of the former residence of the 
Rev. Andrew Bromwich. The top story was the 
chapel, extending West the whole length of the 
front; the aitar being at the end nearest to that build- 
ing, which was added about forty years later, when 
Oscott was first opened as a college. Soon after 
the year 1778, Rev. P. Parry built a new chapel, 
extending along the Fast side of the house, with a 
long room over it for a dormitory. 

As the new house at Oscott was not actually 
required for the Bishop's residence^ and was larger 
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than the priest himself required, it was let to a Mrs. 
Johnson^ who had preyiously kept a boarding school 
for young ladies^ near Harvìngton^ in Worcester- 
shire. The writer was well acquainted subse- 
quently with a kdy who had been one of her 
pupils ai Oscott. From her account of Mrs. John- 
son^ it is no way surprising that she met with little 
success^ and so remained at Oscott but a short time. 
The Rev. Mr. Parry was afflicted with paralysis^ 
which after repeated strokes quite incapacitated 
him ; so that he was removed from Oscott in 1785. 
He went with Mrs. Johnson to reside at Aldridge> 
only about four miles distant. The Rct. Joseph 
Berington was then appointed to the Oscott mission, 
by Bishop Thomas Talbot^ and came to reside there 
in the summer of the same year^ 1785. The solitude 
and quietness of the place^ and the small number 
of the congregation were favourable to his literary 
pursuits. He wrote most of his works at Oscott. 
Dr. Charles Berington was appointed coadjutor to 
Bishop Talbot in the following year. He stood in 
the relationship of third cousin to Mr. Joseph 
Berington^ and came to reside with him at Oscott 
soon after his consecration, and remained there till 
about the year 179S. Mr. Berington took great 
interest in the place, and laid out the garden taste- 
folly^ planting it with shrubs, which he selected from 
Mr. Giffard's nursery, at ChiUington, in the autumn 
of the same year. The house at this time remained 
uncoloured, and the bricks had begun to show the 
hues of age. It was afterwards coloured and rough- 
cast of a light colour. Mr. Berington with great 
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taste had trained roses^ vines^ and creeping plants 
up the walls and round the Windows. Mrs. Schìm- 
melpenninck, then Miss Galton^ a young lady, 
whose parents resided at Barr Hall, very near 
Oscott, and who ofiten visited Mr. Berington, and 
his sister who lived with him, has given a vivid and 
generally accurate description of the place at this 
time. '* An inclosnre," she says, *' of two or three 
acres, partly shrubbery, partly kitchen garden, and 
partly flower garden, surrounded the dwelling; 
hedges, flowers, fruits, and espaliers, ali in the 
greatest luxuriance, yet kept in that trim order, 
united with elegance, which formed the especial 
characteristic of Mr. Beringtoni" AH this was in 
a few years superseded by the bare playground of 
the college, but even that ground was long after 
called the ** Garden,*' by the older Oscotians, and 
particularly by the venerable subject of this biogra- 
phy. The house had a three sided porch in front, 
which remained till 1816, when Bishop Milner 
built the Exhibition Boom and colonnades. It was 
then removed, and the front of the house made level 
and uniform. Mrs. Schimmelpenninck descrìbes 
this porch, with its stone seats outside, and seats 
also inside. Its semi-hexagonal form afforded the 
convenience of a bow window above, in the room 
which Mr. Berington made his study and library, 
and which, in later times, became the bed room of 
the president of the college. She mentions that 
over the fire-place in the dining room appeared this 
quotation from Prov. xv., 17, in antique characters : 
^^ Melius est vocari ad olerà cum charitate, quam ad 
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yitulum saginatum cum odio."* Mr. Berington 
removed from Oscott in May, 1798, and became 
chaplain to Sir John Throckmorton, Bart., at 
Buckland^ where he remained till his death, which 
occìirred December 1, 1827, when he had attained 
the advanced age of 85. 

Mr. Berington's successor at Oscott was the Bey. 
Anthony Clough, who carne thither from Hey- 
throp ; but he died at Oscott on the 7th September 
foUowing, " lamented, as he had been beloved and 
honoured, by ali who knew him." The mission of 
Oscott was then supplied temporarily by the Eev. 
John Kirk, who went over from Sedgley Park, till 
the appointment of the Rev. John Bew, D.D., in 
the foUowing year, 1794. 

The Bev. Dr. Bew had been for several years 
the superior of the Seminary of St. Gregory at 
Paris, and engaged there in the education of eccle- 
siastical students. He had been obliged to abandon 
it, in consequence of the French Bevolution. The 
Rev. John Kirk went over to Longbirch, while he 
was supplying the mission at Oscott, to see the 
Bishop, Dr. T. Talbot and his coadjutor, Dr. C. 
Berington. Walking with them in the garden, he 
ventured to propose to them the pian of placing 
Dr. Bew at Oscott, where he might educate a few 
students for the Church, as the breaking up of our 
seminaries on the continent had induced the neces- 
sity of speedily devising some means for continuing 
the supply of clergy for our English missions. 
Thus Mr. Kirk was in reality the orìginator of a 

* Lift o/Mrt, Sehimmetpetininek, 2 Toli., 1858. 
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seniìnary at Oscott It would appear^ howeyer, 
that the Bishops did not at once come into hìa 
▼iew ; for he obserred in a letter to the present 
writer, that he could not say whether they had the 
same idea with himself^ or not. They probably 
took time to consider so important an undertaking ; 
but it finally met with their approvai, for in the 
foUowing year, 1794, Dr. Bew was appointed to 
Oscott, and by desire of their Lordships, Mr. Kirk 
accompanied him there early in the above year. 

Dr. Bew began with two students professedly 
for the Church. These were Stephen Phillips, who 
carne to Oscott in May, 1794, and John Holiday, 
who arrived there in July : but neither persevered 
in studying for the Church. Phillips left Oscott in 
July, 1796, and in 1805 eloped with the daughter 
of a noble lord, was married by the priest at 
Oxford, Rev. Charles Leslie, who died the 28th of 
December, 1806, and afterwards at Gretna Green. 
Holiday left Oscott in September, 1795, and en- 
listed in the army, after which he was never heard 
of. The first lay student at Oscott was Charles 
Mostyn, father of the present Lord Vaux; the next 
was Joseph Bowdon, who carne September Srd, 
1794 ; for when at Oscott, he had no intention of em- 
bracing the ecclesiastical state. He left Oscott in 
'or about the year 1796. After remaining about 
two years at home, he conceired an ardent desire 
to study for the Church, and with this view entered 
St. Edmund's College, at Old Hall Green, where 
he was ordained priest in 1806. After serving the 
missions of Mawley and Long Birch, he carne to 



Sedglejr Park, aa spiritoal director in 1808. In 
18S6 he became preaident; and died there the 4th 
of December, 1844, at the age of 66. Thns the 
first efforts of Dr. Bew in bis laudable undertaidng 
to educate ecclesìaatical stadenta had been nnsuc- 
cessfàl ; thongh from no want of ability , or assiduoua 
attention on bis part His talenta and merita were 
jostly appreciated by his ecclesiastical snperiors, a» 
will appear from the sequeL 

We are now to speak of the first establishment 
of a college at Oscott ; for what has been described 
was only a very humble commencement of a semi- 
nary for a few ecclesiastical students. The house 
itself could haye accommodated only a few ; but 
the time was come for its limits to be eztended, 
and its character to become more elevated and con- 
spicuoos. There were several acres of land round 
about the house, left by the Rev. Andrew Brom- 
wich, the founder of the mission, for the support of 
the pastor. Part of this land was sold, by consent 
of the Bishop, in Mr. Berington's time, and the 
purchase money invested in the French fìmds. This, 
of course, was lost in the general confiscation of pro- 
perty in the French Revolution. The o wner of some 
other land dose to the house at Oscott, was offended 
because the mission land had not been offered to 
him for purchase, and retaliated by building two 
mean cottages dose to the priest's house, and placing 
a tinker in one of them, whose noisy occupation 
would be a disturbance and annoyance. Mr. Bering- 
ton, however, sent his compliments and thanks to 
&e old squire for the convenience he had thus 
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afforded bim of having his kettles mended without 
sending them between five and six miles to Bir- 
mingham. The properfy of the mission was thus 
reduced to a few patches of land lying here and 
there around the house ; but this sale would never 
have been resorted to, if the purpose for which 
Oscott was destined could have been foreseen. The 
loss of the acres sold was long felt, and the college 
was most inconveniently straitened, till many years 
after, when more land was happily acquired by the 
judicious exertions of Dr. Webdall. 

The Et. Rev. Dr. Thomas Talbot, Bishop of 
Acon, in partibus, and Vicar Apostolic of the Mid- 
land District, died at Bristol, whither he had gone 
for bis health, on the 24th of February, 1796. 
He was succeeded by his coadjutor, Dr. Charles 
Berington ; under whose sanction and patronage 
some leading members of the Catholic nobility and 
gentry undertook the erection of a college and 
seminary at Oscott. Some of these were the Lords 
Petre and Stourton, Sir John Throjckmorton, Mr. 
Hornyold, and Mr. Bernard Howard, afterwards 
Duke of Norfolk. Accordingly, having obtained a 
lease of the old house, they built a wing to it of 
considerable extent, but in very plain style. It 
comprised a refectory, playroom, study place, dor- 
mitory, and several private rooms for masters and 
upper students. When this building was ready 
for occupation, the college of Oscott was opened in 
the year 1796, under the presidency of the Rev. 
John Bew, D.D., with the Rev. Thomas Potts as 
vice-president. Mr. Potts was a Douay priest. 
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who had been sent to thmt college witk the Aer. 
Alban Butler5 in June, 1765. He wat ordained 
prìest in June^ 1778, retumed to England in October, 
1780, and serred the mission at Brailes for the first 
year. He was next chaplain to F. Tunrile, Esq., 
at Husbands Bosworth, and thence was called to 
become vice-president of the new college at Oscott. 
The resnlt àbnndantly proyed the wiadom of 
the choice; for Mr. Fotts, as Db. Wbbdall so 
well observed, '' conducted the classical stadies of 
" that house with a grandenr of abilitf peculiarly 
''hÌB own, and a yigour and enthusiasm which wìll 
'4ong be remembered."* Thna then the new col- 
lege was commenced under the conduct of two 
able and excellent superiors, the Ber. John Bew, 
D.D.» and the Ber. Thomas Fotts. 

The terms of the new college were first adrer- 
tised in the '^Directory" for 1799, the pension 
beìng there stated at thirty ponnds per annnm. 
The same advertisement appeared every year, tiU 
in 1807, when it was aanonnced that the pension 
was fcTty ponnds. 

It is time now to return to the snbject of thif 
bìography, bnt the short history given of the first 
beginnings of Oscott will net be deemed out o| 
place in the Life of one so long and ìntunately 
associated with the college. The first ecclesiastical 
students carne to the new college fr om Sedgley Fark 
on the Assumption, 1796. They were Bobert 
Bichmond, Francis Martyn, and Thomas Latham. 

* Prefaee to'* A Biaamne at ike Fumerai o/the Rn. Tkoma» PaiU,** 
ì/f the Ber. Hm bt Whdall, p. vL 
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The last^ who was a youth of great promise^ was 
not destined to complete bis scholastic course ; he 
died Aprii 6th, 180S^ sincerely and deserredly 
lamented. The other two^ it is well known, became 
exemplary priests^ and models of a missionary 
life. Henry Weedall and John Mark McNeal 
followed these, eight years after^ arriving at Oscott^ 
from Sedgley Park, on the llth of June, 1804. 
Weedall was then a youth of ahnost sixteen, of 
great abilities and great amiabilìty of character ; 
in fact, affording that promising i&ugury of merit 
and distinction so folly bome out by hìs subse- 
quent conrse, whether at college or on the mission, 
whether as student or superior. 

This removal to Oscott was to him a most im- 
portant step in life. The sublimity of his Tocation 
now appeared before him in more imposing, if not 
more alarming, grandeur. He had passed from a 
respectable schoolto a regnlarly disciplined college^ 
and an ecclesiastical seminary. He felt fresh anima* 
tion from the aids and incentives to piety as well as 
study, with which he was now happily surrounded. 
These, however, were not without painful and trying 
drawbacks, from exposure to the occasionai taunts 
and disedifying conduct of some of the lay students. 
But he was encouraged by superior s, and edifiled 
by those few who were ardently pursuing the same 
glorious course which he came to foUow. . In 
his classica! studies he possessed great adyantages 
under the tuition of Mr. Fotts, a profound scholar 
and judicious teacher ; while his happy dispositions 
were nurtured, and his piety cherished and wisely 
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directed^ under the spirìtaal guidance of Dr. Bew. 
Mr. Berington frequently visited Oscott after he 
had removed to Buckland, aiid.wa8 often invited to 
preach to hìs former flock. Thus young Wbbdall 
had before hìm some excellent models of pulpit 
eloquence ; and the sequel will show how well he 
profited by them. 

With that strong affection for his alma mater, 
Sedgley Park^ which he ever after retained^ he took 
the earliest opportonity of visiting the ''old place." 
The first letter which he received at Oscott had 
been written to him by his particolar fiivourite 
among the boys at Sedgley Park^ John Brìggs^ 
now Bishop of Beverley . During the first Christmas 
holidays of his residence at Oscott, he obtained leave 
to walk over to the Park, and carne thither with 
McNeal, who had accompanied him to Oscott in 
the preceding month of June. The sensation among 
the Park bojrs, when these two appeared, is well 
remembered by the writer, who, in common with 
most others^ could not resist the temptation to look 
back in the chapel to catch a hasty yiew of '' Harry 
Webdall" in the tribune. We were surprìsed to 
see both him and McNeal so genteelly and neatly 
dressed in black ; and altogether so improved since 
they had left us. 

The infimt seminary of Oscott soon began to 
yìeld its firuit, and gire happy promise of those 
blessed results which bave since follo wed so copi- 
ously. A year and a half after Wbbdall entered 
the college, its first priest was ordained. This was 
the Bey. Francis Martyn, who received the sacred 



23 LIFE OF HOimONOB WBBDALL. [1806. 

order of prìesthood firom Bishop Milner, at Wolver- 
hampton, December 21st^ 1805. This was a happy 
eyent for Oscott, and for the mission^ and well 
calculated to reyiye the hopes of Catholìcs, after the 
destructìon of otir most important nurseries for the 
priesthood upon the Continent. It was an eyent^ 
toc, which our youthful student must have contem- 
plated with no ordinary emotion; and from which he 
receiyed fresh stimulus to make giant strides both 
in leaming and yirtue. Another source of encou- 
ragement was the occasionai arriyal of fresh stu- 
dents for the church. It has been already mentioned 
that one of the first three ecclesiastica! students^ 
Latham, had died two years before Wbedall's ar- 
rivai; another, Eobert Richmond, had been obliged 
to leave the college and interrupt bis studies, from 
the weakness of bis eyes, soon after our student's 
arrivai. When, therefore, Francis Martyn wafi 
ordained, and had left Oscott January 26th, 1806, 
Wbbdall was left for a time the only student for 
the church. But it was for a short time only ; for 
on the 26th of March, 1806, three more youths 
were transplanted from the nursery at Sedgley Park 
to continue their ecclesiastical studies at Oscott 
College. They were brought thither by the Ber. 
Joseph Birch; and were William Wareing, William 
Foley, and Thomas McDonnell. Foley quitted 
Oscott at Midsummer of the following year, and 
gave up studying for the church for some time. 
Providence however so ordered bis fortunes, that 
he was brought back to bis originai purpose, and 
returued to Oscott, October Ist, 1817. He was 
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ordained priest^ February S5th^ 1820^ and after 
beginning the mÌBsion at Northampton^ and building 
a chapel there in 18255 supplying the place of Dr. 
Wbsdall as temporary president at Oscott in 
I8SO5 and having charge of a preparatory establish- 
ment at Old Oscott, and then of the mission of 
Hampton on the Hill, neàr Warwick, hìs health 
fùled, and he died at the* New College, at Oscott, 
February llth, 184S, and was the first buried there. 
The other two stili happily snrvive. Dr, Wareing 
was the first Yicar Apostolic of tibie Eastem District; 
and subsequently the first Biahop of Northampton. 
He was, at bis own eamest entreaty, released from 
bis episcopal charge, I^bruary llth, 1858, and 
retired to hìs present residence at East Bergholt, on 
the 2nd of June foUowing, with the title of Bishop 
of Setimo in pariibus. Canon McDonnell was or- 
dained priest at Oscott, September IQtili, 1817, and 
after a meritorions course of active and zealoos 
labour, principally in Birmingham, imdertook the 
care of bis present flock, at Shortwood, Aprii Ist, 
1852. It was cheering and consoling to our student 
to be rejoined by these bis former companions ; and 
we can imagine the ardotir with whìch ali fonr now 
contended in the glorious career before them. The 
college, however, was stili in its infancy ; and though 
both its snperiors were leamed and pious men, the 
chapel Services were of necessity conducted in a 
yery hnmble and unimposing mamier. Catholics 
had been relieyed indeed from the more seyere of 
the penai laws; but they were stili subject to 
obloqny and persecution in many ways. They 
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hardly dared to avow or practise their religion 
openly ; and iheir clergy had only reoenfly Teatured 
to dress in black. Catkolic priests almost ali ware 
brown ; the Bey. Joseph Bermgton was the first to 
appear in a black coat^ and he was blamed by many 
for needlessly exposing the clergy to insidt and 
persecntion. No splendid ceremonial was as yet 
attempted in Oatholic ohapels. Dr. Bew^howeyer^ 
ventured, soon after Webdall's arrivai, to haye 
Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament; and in 
those who are famUiar with our grand chorch 
services in these days, and who bave seen Db. 
Weedall himself so often the celebrant in the 
imposing offices of our ritttal, it will excite a smile^ 
and an exclamation of astonishment, to be told that 
at the first attempt to get np Benediction at Oscott, 
they cotdd procure no better incense than a little 
rosin, which Weedall, being sacristan, scnq^ed 
out of some broken knife-handles in the kitchen ! 
This he often used to relate, in illustration of the 
consoUng progress of religion which he had wit- 
nessed, and in gratitade to God, who graciously 
brauffht back the captìmty of Sian^ whèn toe beoame 
like men comforted* 

But let not these humble he^innings be despised. 
There was true devotion, solid piety, and tried 
TÌrtue under these plain unimposing servioes. Little 
can CathoUcs who Uve in these days eonceive of 
the state of things eren in the times which are here 
recorded, when we could hardly walk abroad with- 
out some insult, when we said Maas chiefly in 
* Ps. catv.» 1. 
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garret chapels^ and in obscnre localities, and were 
occasionally hooted and had stones thrown after us, 
as it has happened eyen to the present writer. 
Let it be remembered that the God of Israel was 
long worshipped in a tabemacle coyered witb skins ; 
and that when the Jews laboured to build the holy 
city again^ each man with one of his hands did hÌ8 
toarky and wUh the otker KM his stdord.* Let 
US blesa God that he hai enabled U6 to do glorious 
things for his diyine seryice in onr generation ; but 
let US also.reyere the memorj of those admirable 
men by whom the foundations of our ruìned temples 
were courageously laid again ; and the great work 
of restoring religion in our landwas steadily^ though 
nnostentatiously^ porsued in defiance of great and 
formidable difficulties. 

• 2 ESDKAS XY., 17. 



CHAPTEE III. 

The " New Govebnmbnt"— St. M&by*8 Colie©», Ofloorr— 
Its Supbbioe»— The "Lauba" Built— Weedall's Ta- 

LENTS — ^DbAWBACK FROM WeASN£S8 OF HIS EyES — ThB 

Kepositort — ^Weedall's Excellence in Vabious Games — 
Also a8 a Teacheb — C0NFEBENCE8 — ^Pbones — Chapel 
Sebvices — Yestments — Obgam — Ghoib. 

The first period of Oscott College lias been always 
known as " The Old GoTemment.'' It lasted exactly 
twelye years. Two church students completed their 
course under it> and were ordained priests; Mr. 
Martyn^ already mentioned, and Mr. Bobert Bicli- 
mond^ who received the holy order of priesthood 
March 14th, 1807. A nnmber of lay students also 
received an excellent education under the '^Old 
Government^" one of whom is too well known and 
revered by the whole CathoUc body to be lefk 
without special mention here^ the Honble. Charles 
Langdale, who carne to the college in the spring of 
1798. Several ecclesiastics had also commenced 
their studies at Oscott, and pursued them with 
great credit, and in the true spirit of their vocation, 
when an important change took place in the esta- 
blishment. The noblemen and gentlemen who had 
hitherto been the govemors of the college, with* 
drew £rom its direction. Its finances were not in a 
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sound condition. Dr. Bcw understood better the 
management of religious and educational affairs, 
than the admìnistration of temporalities. Con- 
siderable debts had been contracted^ which caused 
anxiety and dissatisfaction in its goyemors. They 
came therefore to a resolution to offer the college 
to Bishop Milner^ on condition of his making 
himself responsible for its liabilities. Dr. Milner 
at first hesitated at a proposal^ which, though it 
appeared on the one hand extremely eUgible, had 
a formidable aspect on the other, on account of 
its attendant difficulties. He consulted his Yicar- 
General, the Bev. John Perry, a man of distin- 
guished zeal and piety, seasoned with great wisdom 
and discretion, and, by his advice, Dr. Milner deter- 
mined to accept the offer. He became then the sole 
proprietor and director of the college, taking upon 
himself its liabilities, which, as the present writer 
heard at the time, did not exceed £600; but which 
an old and highly respected Oscott priest belieyes to 
bave reached to about £900. The traasfer to Bishop 
Milner took place in the summer of 1808 ; and thus 
ended the *' Old Government" of Oscott College. 

This was a most important period in the lustory 
of Oscott, as well as in the life of the distinguished 
subject of the present biography . It was likewise 
amomentous enterprise for the iUustrious Bishop 
Milner. But he was not a man to shrink £rom 
any undertaking, however arduous, by which the 
glory of his divine Master, and the salvation of 
souls, could be promoted. He had meditated on 
the encouraging words of St. Bernard : " Non te 
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taedeat frater^ magna incipere^ et inchoata tenere : 
persevérantia informat merita, coronat bona pro- 
posita, remunerai currentem, ducit ad bravium et 
portum. Haec est qua laureantur martyres, qua 
virgines coronantur, qua sacerdotes sublimantur"* 
He put bis broad sboulder at once to the wheel, 
and entered with heroie courage upon bis arduous 
and meritorious undertaking. He began by placing 
bis college under tbat sublime patronage whicb 
bas never been invoked in vain, tbat of tbe glorious 
Motber of God, sbe to wbom we constantly address 
tbese petitions, " Ora prò populo, interveni prò 
clero:** Pray /or the people, intercede for the 
clergy, It was bencefortb to be called, and bas 
been ever since known as St. Mary*s College. 

The " New Government " began with tbe so- 
lemn dedication of the college, under tbe patronage 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on tbe Feast of the 
Assumption, 1808. It will be remembered, as a 
remarkable coincidence, tbat the old college bad 
also been opened on the Assumption, in 1796. 
Bisbop Milner celebrated the Mass, and delivered 
an animated discourse on tbe festival of the day. 
There was, bowever, no High Mass, nor any 
grand ceremonial : a piano-forte supplied the want 
of an organ; the respected family of the Jones' 
from Wolverhampton were entrusted with the 
musical department, and it bas been amusingly 

* Be uot weary, brother, of beginning great things, and of continuing 
vhat you bave begiin : peraeveranoe procores merit, crowna good resolutìonB, 
rewards him who runa, leads to the prue and the haveu of salyatiòn. It is 
by thÌB tbat martyn are laurelled, tbat TÌigins are crowued, ihài prietU are 
raised to a 8iiòlme eUvatwn, 
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related by one who was presenta that the singing 
was little more than the Litany of Loretto, which 
they made to last out as long as possible. The dedi- 
cation of the new college was thus announced 
in the "Directory" of the foUowìng year: "St 
Mary's College, Oscott. On the late festival of 
the Assiunption of the B. V. Mary, the Holy 
Sacrifico of the Mass was offered up in a solemn 
manner for its prosperity. It is now under the 
direction of the Et. Bey. Dr. Milner/' That en- 
lightened prelate had placed it under able superiors. 
The Bev. Dr. Bew had withdrawn from Oscott ; he 
went first to London, and soon after took charge of 
the mission at Brighton, where he remained till 
1817. He died at Havant, October 26th, 1829. 
Dr. Milner appointed the Ber. Thomas Potts 
first president of St. Mary's College, who had 
been acting ali along as vice-president with Dr. 
Bew. He transferred at the same time firom 
Sedgley Park, the Bev. Thomas Walsh, who had 
been chaplain to his predecessor, Bishop Staple- 
ton, and afterwards vice-president and spiritual 
director at Sedgley Park. A better choice for the 
newly-organised college of St. Mary*s could not 
haye been made, as the experience of the whole 
seventeen years that he remained there abundantly 
proved. Dr. Webdall himself has thus summed 
up his admirable career at Oscott, with eloquence 
and fidelity. *' In the administration of the semi- 
nary he confined himself, by preference, to the spi- 
ritual department, and in the management of that 
he was supremely excellent. He devoted himself to 
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the work^ heart and soul. He combined the deyout 
ascetic with the practical missioiiaiy, and labonred 
to brìng up the yonng ecclesiastics^ obedient^ mo- 
desta humble^ moderate in their TÌews, mortìfied in 
their habits^ assiduons in prayer^ meditation^ and 
spiritoal readìng. And thongh enconragìng, gene- 
rally^ an adequate cnltiyation of talenta and a just 
application of the mìnd to every useful branch of 
education, he directed their chief attention to the 
science of the Saints^ the theology of the heart^ and 
to a familiar study of the Art Manual of a Priest^ 
the art of preaching^ instructing^ and catechizing ; 
the art of directìng wisely in the Confessionale and 
of gaining souls to Christ.'** With reference to 
their new spiritual guide, Weedall remarked at 
the time to his feUow ecclesiastical students, that 
their former director, Dr. Bew, did not, in his 
instructions in the Confessional, give them any 
adyice peculiar to ecclesiastics, or make any allu- 
sions to their yocation; but with Mr. Walsh, the 
case was very different. No difference, however, 
was perceptible in Weedall, for he was always 
regular, pious, and exemplary, inspiring with res- 
pect even those students who were accustomed to 
scoff at and torment ecclesiastics. 

In the first adyertisement of St. Mary's College, 
which appeared in the '* Directory" of the following 
year, 1809, penned by Bishop Milner, it was 
announced that the pension would in future be 

* Funerei Oraiion oh Bight Bev, Dr, Walth, 
bjBer. Hknbt Wkidall, J).D. 
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forty-two guineas. It was there also mentioiied 
that Mr. Walsh would take care not only of the 
spiritual^ but also of the economical concems of the 
establishment. For the latter he was far lesa fitted 
than for the spiritual care of the inmates : and it 
was soon made over to another^ a memorable snpe- 
rior of St. Mary's College, Mr. John Francis Quick. 
He was a convert, and began his studies for the 
church only at the age of thirty, being placed for 
that purpose under the able tuition of the Sev. 
Joseph Bowdon, then missioner at Longbirch. But 
now Mr. Bowdon was appointed to succeed Mr. 
Walsh at Sedgley Park, and Mr. Quick was at the 
same time remoyed to the new seminary of St. 
Mary's, at Oscott. He had only yet receiyed 
Minor Orders. He was, however, soon made Pro- 
curator of the College, haying in that office the 
charge of ali its temperai concerns, which he 
administered for several years afìterwards with the 
greatest care and prudence. 

Thus was Oscott College remodelled, and most 
auspiciously initiated, under an able and efficient 
administration, superìntended and frequendy visited 
by the illustrious Bishop Milner. The number of 
students at this time was about forty-fiye; indeed, 
there was not accommodation for more thanfifty, 
before that building was erected opposite to the old 
house, which was known as the " Laura," a name 
which was chosen for it by Mr. Quick, in allusion 
to those clusters of cells of holy men in the deserts, 
which were so called. 

This building stood detached, and has since 
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been taken down. It consisted of three rooms on 
the ground floor ; that nearest the road being the 
Frocurator's office^ the centre room serving as a 
playroom and fireroom for little boys^ and the next 
being an infirmary^ where a nurse usually sat in 
the day time^ and employed her spare hours in 
doing small repairs to the boys' clothes. The 
staircase was at this end^ and led up to two small 
rooms for church students or masters^ and a long 
room known as the " Laura," and which gave its 
name to the whole building. This accommodated 
seyen of the more advaneed church students, who 
each had his little establishment of table, washing 
stand, diair, and bookcase, opposite or near to his 
bed. Above this were two other small rooms, 
and another long room, which was a dormitory 
for the younger church boys, familiarly called 
the •' demi-gods." This was later on made into 
smaU separate rooms. 

Though this is a biography of the most eminent 
of St. Mary*s sons, and not a professed history of 
the college itself, it is neither possible nor desirable 
to let pass occasions continually presented of re- 
cording portions of its history. Weedall was 
closely identified with it in ali its stages. He 
entered it in its infancy, he witnessed its graduai 
development, and was intimately connected with 
every step of its progress ; he brought it on to 
maturity, he raised it to its highest splendour, and 
devoted to its resuscitation ali the remaining strength 
and influence of his declinìng years. At this period 
of its inauguration as St. Mary's College, he was 
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twenty years of age. His amiable disposition has 
been already commemorated ; he was beloved for 
it at Sedgley Fark^ and equally so at Oscott, and 
in every stage of bis life. He bad a guileless heart, 
and an innocent and humble mind. If " to dread 
no eye^ and tx) suspect no tongue, is the great pre* 
rogative of innocence^ an exemption granted only 
to invariable virtue,*'* he assuredly enjoyed that 
great prerogative. He was ever cheerful, and 
joined as heartily in the sports of the playground^ 
as he applied diligently to the exercises of the 
** stady place.'* His health was generally good^ 
but his eyes were always weak. For a considerable 
time the state of his eyes debarred him fìrom ali 
reading; and he was allowed by the presidente 
Dr. Bew, to take walks about the country. He 
had recourse, among other expedients, to ingenious 
exercises of handicraft^ among which it is remem- 
bered that he caryed for himself a yery neat top to 
a walking stick. His eyes did not afford any 
outward evidence of weakness, except a little watery 
and glistening appearance ; but his head seems to 
bave been the seat of the malady^ and it proyed a 
very serious drawback^ and caused him grievous 
suffering through life. Stili he pursued his favourite 
game of band ball> in defiance of the assurance of 
Horace, that 

" Pila lippis inimioum."+ 

He always had to depend on others to read to him, 
and to write for him at his dictation ; both of which 
services the present writer rendered him for years 

* JoBNSON. t Hud bau 18 bad for tlMMewhohaTe weak eyes. 
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with great pleasure. Being so mach with him ior 
these offices, the writer was very anxious to procure 
for him any relief^ and with this view he once con- 
Bulted a yery eminent oculist for him ; who, after 
considering his case^ advised that he should always 
read with his back to the light, and was of opinion 
that he would derive much benefit from the use of a 
peculiar kind of spectacles consisting of silver bowls 
like tea spoons^ each having an opening not much 
larger than a pinhole in the centre, through which 
alone the light was to be admitted to the eye. But 
Mr. Weedall conld not be prevailed upon to try 
such an experiment, alleging the odd appearance it 
would give him. So he laboured on the best he could ; 
and considering the great disadvantage he suffered 
fromthis weakness of his eyes, it was always a matter 
of astonishment how he acquired the quantity and 
variety of learning which he was known to possess. 
His eyes certainly improved as he advanced in 
years ; for latterly he read and wrote a great deal 
by daylight, though he attempted yery little of 
either after dark; whereas in his early time, he 
often, for long intervals of time^ could not bear to 
use his eyes either to read or write. 

This seems the proper place to give his own 
painful account of his peculiar and distressing affec- 
tion of the eyes and head. It is extracted from a 
paper in his own handwriting, written in August, 
1840, to which a more especial reference will be 
made in the sequel. 

" The disorder under which I have laboured for so 
mauy years is one of no ordinary charaoter; not a head- 
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ache, bui a mischievous affection of the nerves of the head. 
Txìdeed I never found a penon similarly afifected. It began 
when I was about ten years old, and went on inoreasing 
with intensity and active misohief throughout the whole of 
my course. I found a difficulty in going through my 
humanity studies, and when I carne to philosophy and 
dÌTinity, it had increased to an alarming height. I could 
not read even for five minutes in the day; I could not eyen 
at times bear the light. I was obUged to give up entirely 
my course of philosophy ; and the whole of my theological 
studies, such as they were, were leamed by listening to a 
fello w divine, who would read me the lesson. I made 
up the whole as well as I could by chance snatches, 
just as I was able; but I had serious difficulties in 
taking Orders/' 

His talents soon became conspicuous. The 
students in the winter evenings establislied what 
was termed the *' Repository." A box was set up 
in the playroom to receive literary contributions ; 
and an editor chosen^ by whom these were read 
up publicly once a week. Weedall contributed 
se ver al witty and spirited pieces, both in prose and 
verse, some of which will be long remembered in 
the annals of Oscott. Ali of these the present 
writer has often seen in the author's own hand- 
writing, and of some he has taken copies, by per- 
mission; which is mentioned here, because Dr. 
Weedall somewhat shrunk from owning these 
lighter effusions in his graver and more dignified 
years. Three of them were printed many years 
after in the ''Oscotian/' a Journal written, and 
even printed, entirely by Oscott students ; and of 
which a second edition with illustrations was printed 
in Sirmingham, in three small volumes, in 18^6-29. 

E 2 
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These pieces were, " Mrs. Thrifty!* a fragment of 
a comedy, the subject being the college housekeeper 
of the time^ whose parsimony was inimitably bar- 
lesqued in that Tery clever composition; and '* The 
Ohost of a big pair of BreecheSy* which, though 
long supposed to refer to an antiquated and well 
known pair of inexpressibles belonging to a certaìn 
studente are now known, from the anthor's own 
ezplanation a few years back, in a letter to his 
present biographer, to bave had no individuai appli- 
cation. Another piece was the '* Journal of a 
Studente* which, though Johnson declared, when 
admitting a simUar paper into his '* Idler," written 
by Warton, that the *' Journal of the Citizen in the 
Spectator" had almost precluded the attempt of any 
future writer, abounded in very clever and originai 
hits, and one in particular, which the temptation 
to record bere is irresistible. The hero of the 
Journal has been sent up to the president to be 
flogged, for a practical joke in school time. A 
Spanish boy is sent with him to hoist. So the 
Journal proceeds thus: ''B., a good-natured blub- 
bering Spaniard, can't speak English. Spaniard 
shall cover my rear, thought I. So with a dexterous 
manoeuvre, hoisted up spluttering Spaniard, and 
get flogged by proxy. Cujus a me corpus , forget 
how the passage runs, suhlatum — ^no, that's not the 
word, but no matter, suhlatum est, quod contra 
decuit ab ilio, meum. Cicero. A good practical 
joke ; an English flogging done into Spanish. B. 
didn't like the translation" It is only to be 
regretted that ali these three clever pieces are very 
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incorrectly given in the ''Oscotìan." Another of 
Webdall*8 contributions to the " Bepoeitory " was 
a Sapphic Ode on the disappearance of certain cor- 
respondents^ which introduced ali the parties with 
very ludicrous effect. There were several more of 
his pieces^ but these were the most remarkable. 
The *' Repository," like ali similar attempts which 
depend on the ardour of youth, soon died away; 
but it was revived some years after, and during its 
second period of existence^ in 1822^ among other 
meritorious contributions, mustbe mentioned " The 
Hopwas Huntf^ by Charles Arrowsmith, a youth 
of great promise, intended for the church, but 
carried off two years later by consumption. It was 
a composition of singular merit and originality. In 
a poem of great yigour, well sustained through a 
hundred and twenty lines, Arrowsmith described 
in florid and spirited language a hunt, in which 
many of the college youths were sketched with 
inimitable drollery, and ridiculous fidelity. The 
writer has preserved a copy, and treasures it as it 
deserves. No similar poem exists: it is quite 
originai. The '* Repository '* expanded finally into 
a regular periodical, prìnted by the students, as 
already mentioned, and entitled : " The Oscotian, 
or Literary Gazette of St. Mary*s," which was 
kept up till the year 1829. 

It has been mentioned above that Weedall 
excelled in aU that he undertook, even in the 
games of the college students. Every Oscotian 
knows the favourite Oscott game of " Bandy." At 
this he played with dexterous activity; but on one 
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occasion he received a terrible blow, or '^ coup,** as 
the phrase ran^ in his BÌde, which took away his 
breath, and obliged him to withdraw in great pain. 
Skating was a favourite diversion also at Oscott, as 
great facilities were afforded for it by a large pond 
at a short distance^ knoMrn by the name of ** Oby*s 
Pool," which soon froze oyer, being shallow and 
exposed. Webdall skated more gracefiilly and 
elegantly than any one else. He strnck out to a 
length quite amazing^ considering the shortness of 
his legs ; and he moved on, with his arms generally 
folded, and his breast pushed forward like a swan 
majestically sailing agaìnst the stream. There was 
no figure or manoeuvre on the ice that he could not 
perform, or that any other could execute better. 
He was also fond of bathing, and swam with the 
same ease and dexterity for which he was remark- 
able in every other exercise. Once, when standing 
on the bank, after just coming out of the water at 
" Oby's," he was alarmed by seeing an adder dose 
to his feet; but with great presence of mind he 
remained quite stili, and the reptile glided between 
his feet and got away. This pond was called 
** Oby's," after an old man named Ohadiah Moore, 
who died in the farm house above the pool. He 
used before to live in that cottage, which was 
occupied subsequently by Isaac Horton, at the end 
of the " Hill," near the old college ; where he used 
to carry on the coinage of base money, in connexion 
with certain accomplices in the neighbourhood. 
Some of them were convicted and executed, but 
Obadiah managed to escape. The name of this 
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piece of water among the country people was the 
^' Commin P^tr//' that is^ the Common Pool, as it 
was situated on the estensive waste land of Sutton 
Coldfield. 

WeedalLj before he was a master^ was entrusted 
with the charge of the boys when they went to 
bathe in this pool. On one occasiona when they 
were at the pool^ one of them mischievously tried 
to tnm one of the farmer's sheep into it. This 
brought out the farmer's sons in a great rage, and 
the wife of one of them who had been a servant at 
Oscott, and had there got the nickname of Fatty 
Fronda said among other saucy things, that the 
boys ought to bave some one to take care of them. 
They pointed to Wbbdall, but bis diminutive 
size appeared to ber so little satisfactory, that she 
answered very contemptuously : *' Then you ought 
to be under better jurisdiction." 

It was ever Wbedall's practice to follow up 
the sound maxim of labouring to do ali things well : 
so he played well in play time^ upon the same 
principle that he applied well to learning in study 
time. Towards the end of the *' Old Government," 
he had so far advanced in bis studies, that he was 
called in to assist in teaching, and entrusted with a 
junior class, which he carried through to the end 
of Bhetoric. The possession of knowledge and the 
art of imparting it to others, are not always found 
concomitant: to leam is one thing, to teach, a faculty 
very different. Weedall did not possess the art 
of conveying every kind of knowledge which he 
possessed. It will be seen later on that he failed 
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in adapting himself to the capacitìes of ckildren^ in 
catechedcal instruction. But in classical teaching, 
and afterwards in theological, he was always end- 
nently successful. He was mild and patient^ and 
ready to make full allowance for the deficiency of 
genius in some pupils^ not expecting ali to be able 
to leam alike. But he would not tolerate idleness, 
or endure carelessness : nor did his mildness ever 
degenerate into weakness. Hence his authority 
was always respected ; his manner of teaching and 
governing invariably secured the affection, as well 
as the ready submission and entire confidence of 
his pupils. When his class carne before the dreaded 
examination of Mr, Potts, he often felt for them, 
and wonld help them out by a significant look or 
sign, unperceived by the formidable president. 
The writer on one of these occasions was wonder- 
ing what to answer to a question in Latin Sjmtax, 
when his kind master Webdall held np two 
fingers behind the president's chair. The scholar 
immediately understood the sign, and was saved by 
answering promptly that the word exemplified the 
rule for the dotale dative case, Mr. Weedall 
avoided^ as much as possible^ the use of a book^ to 
spare his eyes. It was marvellous how he heard 
difficult lessons without having a hook before him, 
or if he had one, almost without looking at it. 
The lessons were always said walking up and down 
in the playground, when the weather permitted it, 
which, as before mentioned, he always used to cali 
the ''Garden," firom its having been such at his first 
coming to Oscott There the little man was to be 
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seen walking, or standing in the middle of hìs clasB, 
and carrying on the lesson with great animation and 
encouragement. It was not till some years after 
that the ecclesiastical students began to wear cas- 
socks and clerical caps : so he appeared in a plain 
black coat, with grey '* shorts," and white stock- 
ings, and with shoes always very nicely polished; 
and he usually wore for lightness, and as a protec- 
tion to his eyes, a black leghorn hat with a broad 
brim, lined with green silk. He generally wore 
spectacles, though it was not till much later that he 
had recourse to green and blue glasses, and other 
contrivances to keep off giare and dust. It was his 
practice to exercise his pupilsmuch in translations, 
analyses, imitations, and originai compositions, from 
which they derived great advantages. The writer 
has preseryed his own theme books, filled under 
Mr. Weedall in the school of Ehetoric ; and it 
will gire the reader a &ir idea of the nature and 
amoiint of these exercises, to be informed that 
during four months, the class had done eighteen 
translations firom Grreek, Latin, and French, eight 
reviews or critiques, three essays, three themes, 
eight analyses, and one imitation of Horace, Epis. 7, 
Ist hook, which the present writer tumed upon 
the well known servant of the college, John Hales, 
and Tom Moseley, a character in the neighbour- 
hood, in a composition of nearly a hundred lines 
in verse. These exercises were, of conrse, exclu- 
sire of the usuai course of reading and oonstruing 
Greek, Latin, and French authors. 

But while Mb. Wbedall was thns experiencing 
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the truth of the adage that '* we leam by teaching," 
and increasing his owa acquirements by his judi- 
cious method of imparting classical knowledge to 
his pupìls^ he was at the same time improving him- 
self in a most important department of hiB own 
ecclesiastical studies. Mr. Walsh had no sooner 
entered upon his important charge, than with the 
ready and zealous co-operation of Mr. Quick, he 
established the admirable regulation for the church 
students to meet three times a weektohold spiritual 
conferences of an hour each. Here the young 
ecclesiastics were gradually initiated in the impor- 
tant fimction of preaching. Their first attempts 
commeneed after they had completed the age of 
sixteen^ or before that age, if they had reached the 
class of poetry. Every encoaragement was afforded 
them, and the greatest indulgence shown to their 
early efforts. They were not expected to speak 
more than a quarter of an hour ; and no notice was 
taken of any embaxrassment, hesitation, or mistakes 
during the delivery of these little discourses. 
They were to be spoken by heart, but no matter 
how often the speaker got out, and was obliged to 
haye recourse to his written paper ; no one blamed 
or discouraged him, but at the end the superiors 
would often say a few words of commendation 
and encouragement, which had the happiest effect. 
Occasionally these compliments were somewhat 
ambiguously expressed, as when the writer had 
once to deliver a discourse in his turn before Dr. 
Milner, who on that evening presided at the Con- 
ferenoe. The discourse was "On vain glory;" and 
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at it8 condusion the BiBhop said: ''Thank jon, 
Sir ; you Kaye giyen us a yery excellent discourse ; 
you bave only to apply it to yourself.'* The first 
of these Conferences was probably held on the Srd 
of November» 1808» as Mr. Quick deliyered on 
that day his fint little sermon ** On the goodness 
of God/' and it is most likely that with that 
he opened the first Conference. His seconda on 
the '^ Titles hy tohich Ood daima ùur sercicey^ was 
deliyered on the New Year's Day following. Both 
of these discourses the writer possesses in Mr. 
Quick's originai MSS., and treasures them as pre* 
cious memorials of the infancy of those Conferences^ 
£rom which» for so many years^ the church stadents 
of St Mary's College derived very important benefit. 
Each one took his tum to deUver a short discourse, 
with which the Conference always began. It hap- 
pened occasionally that some one was unprepared 
by some accidental hindrance. On one such occa- 
siona Mb. WeedalLj without any previous prepa- 
ration» gare an extempore discourse, with perfect 
self-possession and a ready flow of language, which 
was not only yery edifying, but excited great ad- 
miration. But his discourses were always yery 
superior, and the students always looked forward 
with particular pleasure to those nights when it 
would be his tum to address them. The writer 
has preseryed an analysis of only one of these 
Conference discourses of Mr. Weedall's, which is 
on the duty of penance, its efficacy, and the oppor- 
tunities of practising it. One remark at the end 
deseryes to be preseryed. He said *^ that to sum up 
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in a single sentence the whole theory and practice 
of penance, ffloAt was sweet must be bitter ta ns, 
and wliat was bitter must become sweet." 

At these Conferences, after the short disconrse, 
the rest of the hour was filled up with the dÌB- 
cu88Ìon of some pious snbject, or a lectnre firom 
that inyalaable work» " The PrctoHce of Christian 
Perfectian,^* by Bodriguez» or occasionally by a 
debate on some point of controversy* In these 
debates Mb. Weedall always distìngniabed himself 
for readiness of reply^ soKdity of argument^ and 
gracefulness of langoage and delivery. For those 
ecdesìastical students who were going through the 
course of Theology, there was a &rther exercise in 
preachingy which was highly nseful and improving» 
Every other Sunday one of the divines^ in bis tom, 
had to deliver a regnlar sermon to the entire college 
asaembled in the study place in the eyening. These 
sermons were called by the French name of Prones, 
and rnany of them were eloquent and admirable 
Gompositions^ particularly those by Mr. Laken, one 
of whose Pranes was considered so well calculated 
to benefit the students when they Irft college^ that 
it was published under the title of "An Address 
to Young People" In these Prones, however, no 
one siirpassed Mb. Webdall. He was always 
Ustened to with breathless attention and profound 
interest^ and bere it was that he laid the foundatùm 
of that character which he eyer after maintained 
£or pulpit eloquence. 

The weak state of Mb. Weedall^s ejes, so 
often alluded to in these pages^ occasioned delays 
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in bis promotion to Holy Orders. Bui in thye mean 
time he was makìng the beat use of eyery oppor* 
tonity of advEAcing in theological science, and 
aboTe ali in the great sdence of the Saints^ the way 
of virtne and perfection. The services in the 
College Chapd gradoally incieased in splendour 
and solemnity, and w^e condncted with more 
exact obserrance of rubrics and ceremonies. Not 
long after the opening of the new college, a firesh 
stunulas and additional means were giren to the 
religiona ceremonial by the acquisition of those 
splendid yestmenta which were so long used and 
admired. The Ber. Charles Blount, who died at 
Warwìck, Jannary 19th, 1810, left certain legacies 
to Bishop Milner, and among them some very rich 
and yaluable Testments. Ali theae the Bishop 
presented to bis new college. There was one 
eKceedingly admired, of brocade of a light green 
G<dour, beautifully diversified with flowers and 
omaments, wrought in gold and colours ; one of 
crimson damask, richly trimmed with silver Lice ; 
but above ali, a white vestment quite coTered with 
gold and silver embroidery of the richest character. 
There was also a vestment of black Telret tdmmed 
with Silver lace; another white satin vestment with 
galoon lace, and the cross and pillar worked with 
rich flowers in colonred silk; and a set of white 
satin dahnatics, likewise trimmed with galoon Lice. 
These formed a valnable set of aitar vestments, 
more precions tfaan could be fonnd in most of our 
chapeb at that time. A amali organ was procured 
and set up in the tribune, which was superseded 
by a more powerfàl one in after years. Tfaen a 
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choir was fonned and instructed by Mr. Samuel 
Jones ; and Mb. Wbbball joined it as a bass singer» 
and so continued for manj years in the college 
choir. He had a clear flexible yoice» and a correct 
ear, and snng with great expression and precision. 
Old Oscotians will remember how feelingly he 
nsed to sing the Lamentations at Tenebr», and 
with what taste and spirit he would sing Webbe's 
fine and expressiye Motette» " Super Jlumina Baby- 
Umis.^^ In fact, it might haye been said of him« as 
truly as Johnson said of Goldsmith: nihil quod 
tetigity non omaviL He always took a part like- 
wise in the vocal music at the Midsummer and 
Christmas Exhibitions. This began with a few 
songs and glees, and it was long before any in- 
struments were introduced» except a piano-forte. 
Mb. Weedall used to take the bass part, and 
distinguished himself by the great spirit and ex- 
pression which he threw into those fine glees from 
Ossian's Foems^ composed by Calcott. He was 
always of a cheerful tum, and always loved a 
.little harmless joke. On one occasion Mr. Samuel 
Jones was practising the singers for one of these 
exhibitions, and they were going through with 
great gravity one of Calcott's fine Ossianic glees. 
Weedall had to sing the words : " Be thou on a 
moonbeam, O Moma !'* which he gave with great 
power and spirit, but instead of the right words he 
mischieyously sung out at the top of his voice: 
'' Be thou on a mopstick /" So sudden and unex- 
pected a trayestie conyulsed the leader and the 
choir, and utterly preyented ali return for that day 
of the grayity indispensable for such a rehearsal. 



CHAPTEB IV. 

Mr. Weedau Studies Theoloot under Mb. Potts — 
He 18 Initiated in "Holt Obdebs — GrvEs Categhetjcal 
Instruotion to the Ghildken in the Poob School in 
Birmingham — His Poetbt — ^His Gontroyebst with Cob- 
HETT— Ib Obdaink) Pbibsiv- His First Mass— First 
Pbimxed Ssrmon— Othxr Ezeroises of the Holt 

MlNISTRT. 

** Let others,*' says St. Augnstin, *' choose for 
themselres an earthly and temporal inheritance 
for their enjoyment; my portion is the Lord: let 
others drink of poisonous pleasures ; the portion of 
my chalice is the Lord !*** Such nndoubtedly were 
the sentiments and frequently the pious aspirations 
of the snbject of this biography. His sublime 
Tocation he steadily kept in yiew; to this he 
directed ali his studies, and from such direction he 
was animated exceedingly in his collegiate course. 
The reader has seen in Mr. Wbedall's own words, 
in Chapter Third, that he was compelled, by the 
terrible nenrous afiection of his head and eyes, to 
refrain for a long tìme from ali application to 
study; so that he was obliged to gire up entirely 
the Tisual course of Philosophy. He ventured, 

* ** Elìgant libi alii partes qnibus fniantnr terrenas et temporales ; portio 
mea Bominus est: bibant alii mortiferas Toluptatea; pan calidi mei 
DoBÙnìia cit I"-^S. Aua. in. Ps. xv. 

F 2 
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howerer, to commence ìnn Theologj by the hdp 
of a fellow^stadent readìng the lessons to liiia. 
HÌ8 professor was the presidente the Rey. Thomas 
PottSy who had mdeed been his preceptor m his 
earlier stndies, from the time of his first coming to 
Oscott from Sedgley Park. He was always greatly 
attached to Mr. Potts, and had imbibed a great 
deal of his spirit and manner. Nothing used to 
amnse him more in after life than to repeat the 
grave and qnaint expressions of his old and beloved 
professor^ especially with those who conld join him 
in snch rehearsals. He had also^ as an ineyitable 
conseqnence^ canght some of Mr. Potts' peculiar 
ways and phrases: for^ as onr great moraUst ob- 
serves, " it is not easy when we converse with one 
whose general character excites onr veneration, 
to escape ali contagion of his peculiarities, even 
when we do not deliberately think them worthy 
of our notice, and when they would bave excited 
laughter or disgusta had they not been protected 
by their alliance to nobler qualities^ and acci- 
dentally consorted with knowledge or with virtue.*** 
Mr. Potts was a sound^ cautious^ and safe theo- 
logian; and in explaining the various opinions 
of divines on those questions which the Church 
leaves open to discussione he fairly and candidly 
stated his own conclnsions, but carefully abstained 
from pressing them upon his pupils. It was his 
laudable costom to employ them frequently in 
writing exercises on questions of Theology. Thus 
Mb. Weedall composede during his course^ the 

• Db. JoBNeoN, " Rambler," No. 164. 
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following among other esBays: Justificatian dy 
Faithi — Whieh is the moreperfect state, tkat of a 
religiaus solitaryf or thatof a labarioua missionerf 
— On SmuggUng; — On Qmcupiscense / — On the 
Doublé Senso in the Psalms; — On the Christian 
andJewish Sacramente ; — On the Forme of Baptism 
and Qmfirmation. Knowing how much most of 
ina studente were necessarily employed in teaching ^ 
theìr respective classes» he studied in a manner for 
them^ and carne prepared with a store af collateral 
ìnformation on the lesson for the day, to snpply for 
their inabìlity to read much for themselves beyond 
the treatise of their author. The theology of Collet 
was the ordinary text hook. This author was 
chosen by Bishop Milner, because, as he used to 
observe, although he was often rigid and starch, he 
was always safe. 

Ihie state of Mr. Wbeball's eyes did not 
improve; but it would have been a grievous and 
unnecessary trial to keep back any longer, and he 
was accordingly initiated as a cleric, and received 
the tonsure» and the four Minor Orders, as the 
writer beUeves, in the latter part of the year 1811, 
when the Bey. Richard Hubbard was ordained 
priest, in the month of November. In the following 
year> 1812, on the S6th of May, he received the 
Holy Order of Subdeaconship, which bound him 
irrevocably, but by a willing tie, to the service of 
the Church in the sacred ministry. He received at 
the same time a dispensation £rom reciting the 
Divine Office, on account of his weak eyes, or rather 
a commutation of the Breviary for the Bosary of the 
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B. Y. Mary, wihich he recited instead of the office. 
The followìng is his own account in the paper 
referred to in the preceding chapter : — 

" I was obli^ed to bave a dispensation from my office, 
by oommutatioii for the Rosary, for three or fòur years after 
I was ordained Prieat. I then began with Vespers and 
Complìn, afterwards tbe little Hours, and lastly Matìns 
and Lauda, which last I was only able to manage at first 
by the help of others, until the psalms grew familiar 
to me." 

It was cìistomary at that time^ and long after- 
wardsy for the clergy to wear hair powder, and they 
usually began to wear it when they had taken the 
decisive step, by receiving the Subdeaconship. Mr. 
Weedall accordingly put on powder at this timo, 
and always looked extremely well and dignified in 
wearing it. 

In the next year, 1818, he was promotedXo the 
Holy Order of Deaconship, on the 15th of Aprii. 
And now, as he drew nearer to the grand object of 
ali his desires and pursuits, and had mounted to 
within one step of the holy aitar, he felt the deep 
responsibility of his sacred character, and trembled 
at the near approach of the timo when he should 
be ranked among the anointed priests of the New 
Law. " It is a difficult and arduous thing,*' says 
a holy writer, ''to minister in the priesthood, to 
gOTcm souls, and according to the word of Solomon, 
to cast oneself into the crowd of the people, and 
bind upon oneself sin to sin."* This Mr. Wbbdall 

* " Res difficile et ardoa est ministrare in sacerdotio, animas regere, et 
joxta verbum Salomonis, mittere se in turbam popiili, et alligare sibi peccata 
tlnplicia."— -PsTS. Blsssbnbib, Bp. 12S. 
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felt very sensibly, and he tlierefore strove by every 
means to prepare himself well, and qualìfy himaelf 
in the beat manner he could for the sacred prìeat- 
hood^ always trusting in the powerful grace of God 
to assist and strengthen him. The old chapel of 
St. Chad'Sj in Birmingham^ was opened in 1809» 
and Mr. Wbeball found an excellent field for 
bis inìtìation in the work of the holy ministry in 
the poor school attached to that chapel. He used 
to go over to Birmingham with nndeyiating punc- 
tualìty every Sunday evening, for seyeral years, to 
catechize and instruct the children in the poor 
schools; thereby rendering important assistance to 
the laborious and inde&tigable missioner» the Bey. 
Edward Feach» while he was exercising bis own 
talenta in the work to which he was called» and 
acqniring yaluable experience» for the time when 
he shonld be placed as a watchman on the towers 
of Israel. 

Meantime, thongh writing was to him so fati- 
guing, he was not idle with bis pen. He sent to 
the ^^ Orthodoz Journal" a poem» which appeared in 
the number for January, 1814, entitled: '* The 
Tears of JReligion, a Dream/* with the motto from 
Homer, 'Ovap U Awe itnru It referred to the dissen- 
sions and discussions in Ireland on the questìon 
of the Veto, and abounded in rich imagery, 
described in an easy fiow of poetical language. 
The following stanzas will convey some idea of its 
structure and merita, They form a portion of 
the complaint of Beligion, as personified in the 
dream. 
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" 'fiat in civil conteution, my aon, 

Tliey bave soiled my rich mantle of snow. 
And left me unfriended and Ione 

To flounce in these tatters of woe. 
In the long cherìshed Isle where I lay, 

Fell Discord the Apple has thrown, 
To rob me, if haply she may, 

Of the Em&ràld Oém in my orown. 

" ' Then haste to my sons snd declare 

The ikeen angnish ihat*0 bursting my heart ! * 
She ceased ! then diesolving in air, 

Dropped a tear as she seemed to depart. 
I awoke, for the kindling beam 

O'er my eyelids protruded the day, 
A 8 faintly the voice in my dream 

Low murmuiing melted away." 

H. w. 

This, with the *' Ode on a Dtstant Prospect of 
Sedgley Parh^^ already given, are the only pìeces 
of poetry •which Mr. Weedall published. They 
afford^ however, sufficient ground to believe thatin 
poetical composition, had he chosen to cultivate it, 
he wotJd have as much excelled as in every other 
department of leaming in which his talenta were 
exercised. 

Mk. Weedall was a Constant reader of Cob- 
bett's ** Politicai Register;*' and at this time he 
had a little brush of controyersy with that rersatile 
politician. His own words will best explain his 
motives for reading Cobbett, and how far he 
admired his writings. *'I confess^ Sir, that for 
many years I have read your publications with 
pleasnre; and however I may have been inclined 
to dìffer with you on certain pointa^ I have uni*- 
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formly adHured you, oH' politicai subjecla at least» 
fbr originaUtj of thought, strength of expression» 
cleajness, accuracy, depth^ and solidity of argu- 
ment» that I do not often find in the producdons of 
the day." But Cobbett had gone out of bis way, 
and got out of bis depth^ by diBCUSsing religioua 
questiona. He maintained that if Bonaparte was 
the scourge of Ood, as some designated him, he 
was not answeraUe foi his acts of Yiolence and 
spoliation. Mk. Wbedall, under the signature of 
^' A Constant Reader/' endeavoured in a temperate 
and well argued letter to make him see the ^' dif- 
ference between positively authorising an action^ 
and only negatively j^^rmt^ii^ it: between eatmng 
an evil, and subsequendy convertine that evil into 
an instrument of good?" Cobbett inserted the 
letter^ and attempted an answer to it^ in which he 
paid a tributo of respect very imuaual for him, to 
his correspondent's talents^ which he professed 
himself " by no means inclined to underrate." But 
he said: " I will engagé for him^ that he has never 
given subjects of thia sort that conaideration of 
which his mind is capable. He has taken thinga 
upon trust; he has adopted notions in early life^ 
which he has never had the leiaure or the resolution 
cridcally to canvass." But his anawer waa full of 
sophistry^ deficient in candour^ and disguatingly 
irreverent to the Almighty and the Holy Scriptures. 
Mb. Weedall sent a rejoinder, of which Cobbett 
must haye felt the huxmliatìng force; but he had 
not the faimess to insert it It was a maaterly 
defence and reconstìruction of his former propo- 
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sition^ '' That a man may^ with perfect consìsteitcy^ 
designate Bonaparte the écourge of Ood, or an 
active instrument in bis hands, at the same time 
charging him with the guiU of eyery nnjustifiable 
act conunitted in that capacity." Ihe reader will 
pernse the foUowing extracts with pleasnre^ and 
will not fail to perceive in this. Me. Wbbdall's 
first appearance in print^ in prose writing^ the 
germ of that superior ability which distingoished 
him in his subsequent compositions : — 

" I estimate not the morality of an action on any paltry 
grounds of party, or of country. Politics, Sir, do not euter 
into my ideas of right and wrong : I form them upòn the 
eternai and immutable principles of truth, and, therefore, 
it matters not to me by whom the act is committed; if it 
be ui\justifiable, I condemn it whether committed by 
Bonaparte or Alexander — ^whether by the sword of a 
Frenchman, or the spear of a Gossack. £ut I maintain, 
that to pretend to justify French plunder, or English 
plunder, or any plunder in general, because it was 
authorised in a partioular case, and under partieular cir- 
cumstances, is both illogica! and unfair." 

Cobbett had maintained that the example of the 
people of God in the spoliation and extermination 
of the Madianites was a justification of French 
plunder^ and asked why he was to look upon the 
Ten Commandments as any rule of conduct^ unless 
the soldier was to be gnided by the example of 
plunder in the case of the Madianites. To this 
Mr. Wbbdall replied: — 

*' Before a man can avail himself of this precedent of 
the JewB in regard of the Madianites, he must show dearly 
that the positivo will of God authorises him to do the 
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aotaon. Aiiain, Sir, give this histoiical faot the full foroa 

of a precept, and what does it ei\|oin ? Whj that a soldier 
placed in the $atne eircunutanoeg as the Jews, ought to act 
in thè sante manner. Tum it as you will, Sir, you can make 
no more of it. Ànd what do the Commandmente eigoin 
more fhan this ; at least such of them as do not run in the 
fonn of a prohibition? What more than to oommand 

eertain thing$ in eertain eireumstancei f Why, Sir, upon 

your principia, a man must become a Jew after reading the 
Old Testament, and a Christian after reading the New, and 

be damned at last, for being a hypocrìte in both One 

word more, and I ' bave dono. You totally mistake my 
charaoter, if you imagine that I bave formed my religious 
creed upon trust, or adopted it from pr^udice or locai 
habita. It is indeed the creed of my childhood, but it has 
not continued, for that reason, to bo the creed of the man. 
No sooner was my mind capable of judging, than I threw 
myself out of the ark in which I had been oradled, to 
examine ite extemal oonstruction, and the strength and 
solidiQr of its basis. I examined also the pretensions of 
others. I invarìably found them unsafe and crazy; and 
was glad, like the wearied dove that found no place to rest 
its foot, to be taken back again into that ark in which I will 
live and die. No, Sir, not the * creature of habit or of 
passion,' not biassed by any prejudice, save that of truth. I 
bave pondered the subgeot deeply — I believe impartially 
and so satisfied am I of the truth of that creed which I 
bave adopted by choice, as well as succeeded to by birth, 
that I shall fearlessly hazard my eternai salvation upon the 
profession of it. Can you, Sir, lay your band upon your 
heart, and make the same avowal?" 

The important time had now arrived when 
Henry Weedall was to be promoted to the sacred 
dignity of the priesthood. It was the term of bis 
long wishes^ the object of his fervent aspirations^ 
the goal of his biilliant course of collegiate exercise. 

a 
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In one so pious^ so thoughtfol, so cautious^ firm, 
and faithful as he wbs, ìt is easy to imagine with 
what intensity of holy animation he looked forward 
to this crowning consummatìon of ali his pursuits. 
His Ufe from the dawn of reason had been but one 
steady^ unìform preparation for the gi^at day which 
was now at hand, when he was to bave imposed 
upon his shoulders indeed a heayy burthen^ under 
which even Angels might tremble, but at the same 
time was to be entrusted with a ministry the most 
sublime and consoling that can employ the faculties 
of man during his sojouming upon earth. ^'A 
priest," says St. Bernard, " holds a heavenly office ; 
he is become the Angel of the Lord of hosts ; like 
an Angel, he is either elect, or reprobate: for 
wickedness found in Angels must be judged more 
strictly and inexorably than that which is human."* 
But he knew that though great was the burthen, 
great also was the grace of Him who would impose 
it; and thus while he always retained a wholesome 
fear, he neyer relinquished an humble confidence. 
The Almighty had great designs in his promotion, 
eyen as when he declared his intentions towards 
Samuel; / will raise me up a faithful priest^ who 
shall do according to my heart and my soul: and 

I WILL BUILD HIH A FAITHFUL H0U8£,t and he 

shall toalk ali day before my anointed. 

* " S^perdos cceleste tenet officium. Angelus Domini ezerdtuum fiurtus. 
est; tanquam Angelas. aut digitar, aut reprobatur: iaventa quippe in 
Angelis prantas, distrìctius judioetur Decesse est, et inezorabilius, quam 
humana."— .8. Bkbnabdub, in Terba, Ecce noi, etc. 

t 1 KiNGB 11^ 35. 
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He received the Holy Order of Priesthood at an 
ordination held by the illustrious Bishop Milner, 
in bis chapel at Wolverhampton^ on the 6th Aprila 
1814, it beìng Wednesday in Holy Week. His 
feelings on that memorable day may be better con- 
ceiyed tban described. He used always to speak 
of it with fervour and rapture as the happiest day 
of bÌ8 life. It had assigned him his privileged 
position for length of days in the sanctuary of his 
God, and in the sublime ministrations of the 
holiest character upon earth. It had taken him 
irrevocably from the distracting paths of the world, 
to the sacred seclusion of the courts of the Lord; 
and he was ready to say now with a holy Father: 
"What bave we to do with fables? We bave 
received the ministry of the altars of Chrìst, not a 
service to be paid to men."* 

The first duty of a priest is to offer sacrifico, the 
great sacrifico of the new law, the Mass. But Mr. 
Webdall was not too hasty in approaching the 
holy aitar. It has been the practice of holy men 
to refrain for some time from celebrating their first 
Mass, from a deep senso of the awful sanctity of 
that action, and a wish to make a careful prepara- 
tion for it. We read continuaUy in the lives of the 
Saints, that they took time to prepare for their first 
Mass, and did not hasten to the aitar the very day 
after their ordination, or even within a few days 
after it. The companions of St. Ignatius, after 

* "Quid nobù cam &lrali8? ministerinm altarìbiu Cbrìstì, non 
«btequhim hominibaB deferendnm noepimni."— 8. Ambrob. L. I. de 
qglem,€,20. 
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receiTing the H0I7 Order of Prìesthood^ retired to 
prepare themselyes for several months by &8tmg 
janà prajer; bui the Saint himself defexred bis first 
Mass for a whole year. If such ezamples can 
rarely be followed in a country like onrs^ where 
the fields are every where white far the hareest, 
and the services of onr few labourers are so mnch 
needed ; it is stili desirable that a newly ordained 
priest should allow himself a decent ^ìnterval to 
prepare for the most sublime of bis sacred functions^ 
and not run to the aitar with indecorons preci- 
pitation. It was accordingly the laudable ciistom 
at St. Mary's College to take several days at least 
for immediate preparation; and Mk. Weedall did 
not say bis first Mass till eleven days after bis ordi- 
nation. It was on Low Sunday, the 17th of Aprila 
and in the College Chapel, that he first celebrated. 
" At the first sight of that young priest," says Mr. 
Digby, " who advances to the aitar with joined 
palms and downcast eyes, to sing Mass, there are 
many present who cannot prevent their tears from 
bursting forth: it is a look of such profound humi- 
lity and sweetness; such resignation ànd readiness 
to die for Christ; it is the counienance and air of a 
holy martyr."* Ali tbis was assuredly exempli- 
fied at the first Mass of tbis fervent young priest. 
On the Sunday foUowing be preached bis first 
public sermon. He chose a yery appropriate text 
from II. Timotby iv,, 6. — ^'Do the work of an 
Ee^gelùt fiU/l thy mùmiry/' 

• «« Moni CatiMlMi'* B. ÌL» ^. k 
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The exordilun of tliis» bis first public Sennon, is 
yery beautiful and apposite. 

" In addressiiig yoa, my brethren, on the preeent 
oeoasion,'' he said, " I am ezcited by feelings of no ordìnaiy 
nature. Though noi unaccustomed to address a great 
proportion of my present audience, yet the circumstanoes 
under which I now appear being essentially different, 
different also are the emotions witìiin me. Standing as I do 
wìthìn this eonsecrated spot, yested with a character in ite 
own nature the most elevated, and entrusted with a charge 
which an angel might dread — ^the charge, the character, 
the place, ali remind me of what I ought to he — ^while the 
conviction of my own insignificance tells me too plainly 
what I am not. Ai one time the mind is exalted and roused 
by the importance of the subject ; at another, sunk and 
confounded by ita own insufficiency ; and in this conflict 
of ali Ihat is great with ali that is mean ; of ali that is 
holy, with ali that is unholy; are produced those emotions 
which I cannot describe. In standing before you on the 
present occasion to discharge a principal fìinction of the 
ministry, these feelings operating with their itili force, 
almost tempt me, like the prophet Jonas, to shrink from 
the task, and to expostulate with my God like Moses of 
old : O Lord, I am not eloqumt, neUher hereiofore, nor tmee 
thou hoit tpoh&n to thy Mervant; ìmt I am dow of tpeeeh, and 
of a slow tongus, (Gen. iv., 10.) £ut, my friends, when 
I consider that the operations of heaven act totally inde- 
pendent of the merita or demerits of man, that the humble 
are the means God employs in bis designs of mercy, — ^when 
I reflect that the only instrument was a trumpet in the 
dilapidations of Jericho, and an earthen pitcher in the 
overthrow of the Madianites. When coming nearer to that 
work which particularly concerne myself, I behold twelve 
mean and illiterate fishermen chosen by God for the con- 
▼ersion of the world, — I seem satisfied that nothing is 
wanting on the part of man, but an humble and unreserved 
coxrespondence ; and with this conyiction I feel content» 

6 2 
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though not without diffidence and fear, as thou kaowent, 
6 od, io acquiesce in the ii\junctÌQn of the Apostle : Do 
the teorìe of an Evangdist Julfil thy mini8try" 

He considered that he could not commenoe his 
preaching with a more appropriate subject than the 
Word of 6od^ first^ as regards the preacher^ and 
secondly^ as regards the hearers. Accordingly^the 
sermon is arranged under two heads, the qualifica* 
tions of the preacher, and the dispositione of the 
hearers. The following affecting passage shows 
the holy preparation which he himself had made 
for the sacred ministry : — 

" When first I turned my mind to the consideration of 
this momentóus choice, I reoeived little encouragement to 
embrace it. I was told that it was an iznportant, a painful, 
and a perilous charge ; that where sìngly to escape was a 
miracle of grace, multiplied were the difficulties a hundred- 
fold when undertaking a responsibility for others. That 
by ideutifying myself witìi the many, I became accountable 
before God for their ealvation. I was forewamed of every 
danger and of evexy trial, and was bìd to remember that 
the depths of hell were paved with those unfortunate 
mìUions who had engaged in this state without a cali, or 
who had failed to discharge its many and important obliga- 
tions. Finally, I was instructèd to recommend the matter 
to God ; and pardon me if I say that I did what every one 
in such a situation was bonnd to do. I looked out with 
eagemess for the star that I hoped was to guide me. I 
watched with anxiety ita every movement, — and thou 
knowest, O God, how I trembled when I thought I saw it 
settle over the sanctuary. That tremor stili agitates my 
frame; and long, very long, may it be ere the salutaiy 
emotion subsides within me." 

Another feeling passage is very charaoteristic 
of the preaoher. It is certainlymost advisable to 



L 
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keep cmetelf entirely out of view in preaching ; 
but ìf eyer any referenoe to self might be allowable» 
ìt was on sucb an occasiona and firom the lips of 
such a minister. 

** How far my own charaoter may affect the force of my 
words, I know noi Of myself I can say nothing. I am 
net a stranger to most of you, and my life, from my youth 
upwards, is before you, ali having known me from the 
heginning. (Àcts xxtì., 5.) If, then, the retrospect in your 
judgment afford matter for animadversion, I deprecate net 
your censures ; but oh ! let them be passed in the spirit of 
charity: bave regard to the infirmily of nature, and the 
leyity of youth, and remember that the judgment which 
you pass upon the &ults of others, will be the measure of 
the judgment that will be passed upon your own. But 
should you be inclined to severity, let it not detract from 
the truths I deliver ; blame the man, but not the minister ; 
condemn me, I am content; but hurt not yourselves, — 
strike me, hut hear me. Hear me with patience,— hear me 
wìth temper, — ^but above ali, hear with that singleness 
and sincerity of mind that waits on]y to be conyinced, 
immediately to praotise." 

Tbus did ibis noble son of St. Mary's enter 
cordially and energetically upon bis boly career in 
tbe sacred ministry. Tbougb employed stili in 
teacbing classics in tbe college^ be found firequent 
occasions for tbe exercise of clerical functions. 
During tbe ensuing Midsummer yacation^ be re- 
mained at tbe college^ and frequently officiated and 
preacbed in tbe cbapel on Sundays. Nor was it 
long before a more important occasion presented 
itseK^ wben be appeared before a large audience, 
in tbe old cbapel, St. Feter's, Birmingham, of 
vbicb the Bqt. James Hawley, 0. S. F., was at 
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that time the pastor. He was requested to preach 
a sermon there for the benefit of the Catholic 
schoolsj which requìred the erection of a cornino- 
dious school room. His sermon was delivered on 
Sunday, October SOth» 1814, and was afterwards 
printed " to promote the benevolent object of the 
institution/' being the first of his published dis- 
courses. It is long and argomentative, but composed 
in neryous language of exciting eloquence. He 
first shows the proper meaning of charity. 

"Gharity, tìien, is not the mere indulgence of a 
benevolent feeling; not the mechanical ebullition of a 
sympatheticheart; not the unmeaning and capricious fling 
of liberality ; but a steady, nniform, and well regulated 
concem for our neighbour, originating in views of a higher 

kind, and directed by motives altogether supematural 

Ostentation is not charity, nor sensibility a virtue ; and 
among the many whom the Gospel records to haye cast 
their abundance into the treasury, we might be led to 
suspect that only one was actuated by unexceptionablo 
motives, at least, only one received the approbation of 
Christ." 

He proceeds to prove by an interesting chain of 
reasoning that *^ the obligation of charity is equally 
demonstrable from the naturai, as from the divine 
law." He next shows that charity is our interest 
as well as our duty, and that even in this life, real 
charity is seldom unrewarded. This argument, 
however, he urges with caution. 

" For," he continues, in a strain of eloquence which so 
many will recognise as peculiarly his own, " we should be 
carefiil how we are swayed by motives of temporal interest 
I know not any character so pitiful as of the man who 
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i8 duuritable from a moUve of Belfishnew ; who gìfes in 
order to reoetve, and who ragulates the extent of hia 
benoTolenoe by the probability of a profitable return— a 
mere tntder in human miseiy : he speculates in the wants 
of hi8 feUow ereatures, and enhirges or contraots bis com- 
passion upon the cold calcnlations ofi profit and Iosa. 
Methinks I bear suoh a man exdaim, while he olenchea 
with tenaciou8 gcasp the unwilling contribution, ' WktU 
wiU you giv0 me, and I will deiio4r* it *toyouf'* What will 
I giye you ? I will gire you a claim upon the future 
merdes of the Almighty, — ^I will give you the benedictions 
of heaven, and the blessings of the poor, — ^I will give you 
the prayers of these children, in whose cause I am plead- 
ìng,— and to complete the payment, will remit you to 
your own breast for the pure, unmized, and exquisite 
raptures of self-approbation, 

He proceedfl to refìxte the usuai pleas of imprac- 
ticability firom the increasing difficxdties of the 
tiines^ the wants of a numerous family^ and the 
ìnadequacy of private means: and as the sermon 
was preached a short time after a grand Oratorio^ 
he does net fail to press that cìrcumstance into the 
cause. Havìng exposed the readìness with which 
money is ezpended on superfluities and luxuries, 
and ali wìthout a single hint about poyerty or the 
difficulties of the times, he thus continues : — 

"Oh no! these, it seems, are apologies consecrated 
solely to uncharitableness. You are only poor when you 
are to relieve distress; on these occasions it is a compii- 
ment to believe that you are so, although in other circum- 
stances to teli you that you were poor, would be deemed a 
deliberate insult. But I forget myself — there are cases 
when distress eeases to be regarded with suspioion — ^when 
she is eyen welcomed with a frank and generous liberality. 

* Bff. Matthbw zxvi., 15. 
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But then she must employ artifioe to drcamTent joar 
compassion. She must throw off ber tattered rags, sbe 
must deck borself out in tbe gaiety of attire, and with 
music and song sbe must barmonise you into benevolence 
by tbe cbarms of ber minstrelsy. Yes, and I verily 
believe, thatbad you ibis day been inyìted to a eoneeri 
instead of a sermon, I migbt bave badto congratulate tbese 
children tbat ali tbeir wants would be amply supplied." 

After replying forcibly to the remaining objec- 
tion from tbe inadequacy of private means^ be 
proceeds finally to show that the leadìng cause of 
mìsery is ignorance ; " ignorance of the true in- 
terests of man^ and of the means to promote them." 
And he examines the probabilities that unìnstructed 
minds wiU mistake the nature of true happiness, 
and pursue that vicious ìndulgence whìch generally 
ends in want and misery. Thus he comes directly 
to bis appeal in behalf of the poor children^ after a 
graphic and powerftil description of the conse- 
quences which must ensue from their not being 
properly educated." 

" Impressed in tbeir infancy witb no sentiments eitber 
of morality or religion, by parents perbaps ignorant of 
botb, and babituated to scenes of gross sensuality, tbeir 
minds very little superior to animai instinct, and tbeir 
ideas of bappiness seldom rising above tbe low gratifica- 
tions of senso ; tbeir knowledge of a future state of rewards 
and puniBbments too indistinct eitber to elevate tbeir 
bopes or restrain tbeir licentiousness, — tbese cbildren are 
tbrust into tbe streets as 'soon as tbey are able to work, 
ezposed to tbe multiplied dangers of tbe world, to the 
rudest assaults of temptation, and to the most detestable 
arts of seduction : initiated into ali tbe horrid mysteries of 
vice, and familiarìsed to tbe grossest ezbibitions of depra- 
vity, wbicb if it reign in any one place witb more tban 
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usiial effironteiy and wanton, i& erexy Taried form of 
nameless obsoenitjt it is in the streets of a largo and 
populous town." 

ThÌ8 brings him^ finally» to the precise object 
of his appeal to the charity of bis audience^ afiter 
explaining which^ he pours out one of those 
brilliant and pathetic perorations^ for which he 
was always so remarkable. 

" To you these cbildren look up wìth asking eagemess, 

in the hope that you wiU befrìend them I am oonfident 

that if conscience be allowed to discuss theii' dairns, these 
children will be supported. But if self-love be pennitted 
to arbitrate betwixt you, — ^then, my children, look elsewhere 
for support; cast upwards those patient but disappointed 
looks to that heaven where dwells the common Father of 
the poor and the rich, and he who héarsth the yaung ravmu 
when they cry,* will devise other modes of providing for 
your necessities, or will teach you the art of resignation. 
But the time may come when, in your tum, you may rule 
the destinies of this yeiy people, whom I now address in 
your behalf. Yes, my brethren, the day will come, when 
your lot will be decided by the criterion of charity. That 
day when thearchangel shall trumpetforth the dissolution 
of time, and wind a blast that shall shiver creation ; when 
the solemn decree shall go out firom the eternai throne to 
summon the world to judgment; and weeping, trembling 
man shall appear before his Bedeemer to receive his final 
sentence ; what will be the articles of impeachment ? I 
was hungry, will the Judge say, and you gave me not to eat; 

1 w€u thirsty, and you gave me netto drinky èu^ But no— 

I am wrong — I injure you, my brethren, I read my error in 
your looks. God forbid that I should predict for you such 
a reception. Bather let me hope that the charity of this 
day will be recorded for your glory, and that you will stand 
up with confidence before the throne because you have not 
* Job zxzyiii., 41. 
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eatm yowr mond done, hid Konoe thared it witk ihe fatherUu; 
beoanuB yen were th$ jfrot6otar§ of the poar, and the ean^orten 
of them that fnoumsd"* 

This eloquent sermon produced the desired 
effect in a very liberal coUection. Kothing lìke it 
had been ever heard in Birmingham; and when 
publiflhed^ it was eagerly bought up^ and thereby 
the ends of charity were stili further promoted. 

But Mr. Wbbdall found other opportunities 
of exercising the sacred ministry with which he 
ìVas now entrusted. The pastor of the congrega- 
tion attached to the chapel at Oscott was then the 
Bey. Thomas Walsh^ afterwards Bishop. Knowing 
the zeal and abilities of Mr. Wbbdall» he was 
glad to ayail hìmself of bis wiUing services in 
instructing the poor, and occasionally visiting the 
sick of the congregation. The flock were scattered 
in yarions directions and at yarious distances firom 
the college; and it afforded him exercise» while it 
gaye him meritorious occnpation, to go round to 
them. On account of bis weak eyes, he could not 
at that time read or write by candle light; therefore 
he made the most of the daylight for study ; and then 
he would Sally forth in the dusk to the cottages of 
the poor, to giye them religious instruction and con- 
solation, and saye them the fatigue of coming to Mr. 
Walsh» after the exhausting labours of their daily 
toil. It became Mr. Wbedall*s habit for many 
years thus to take bis walks in the dark, and alone, 
in aU weathers ; and he rarely walked out at any 
other time. If he had no special yisit to make to 
* Job XXIX., and xxxi. 
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any poor person» he would take bis dark and 
dreary walk over the wìde waste of Sutton Cold- 
field^ or he would even sometimes go in the direc- 
tion of Birmingham^ as &r as Aston «Park wall, 
touch the wall with his stick^ and then hasten back^ 
making his walk full eight miles by the tìme that 
he reached home. It was during these walks that 
he recited his Bosary in lieu of the Divine Office, 
and that he planned and thought over his beautiful 
sermons. Thus did this admirable man find means 
to study and attend to his duties in teaching during 
the day ; and when the eyening came, when others 
looked for rest and recreation, he contrived to 
combine with needful exercise the meritorious works 
of religion and charity. 



CHAPTER V. 

Mb. Webdaix's Class im Khstobic — Chbistmas Exhibitior 

— HlS AmANUENSIS — COMTBOVEBST IN THE " ObTH01>OX 

Joubnal" — Mb. Potts Disabled by Pabaltsis— Changes 

IN GONSEQUENOE IN THE GoLLEOE — Mb, WeEDALL's OoOA- 
BIONAL PbIBSTLY DuTIES — ^SeBMON AT St. ChAD*8 — ^EVBNTS 

AT Oscott — ^Ezhibition Boom. 

It was observed in the last chapter that Mr. 
WsEDALL contmued to teach in the college after 
he was ordained priest At first Bishop Milner 
was uncertaìn as to the success of his undertaking, 
and therefore would not yentnre to incnr the ex- 
pense of hired teachers. Thns Weedall and 
others^ as they advanced to the higher stndies 
, themselyes, were employed in teaching the junior 
classes. But Alndghty God singularly blessed 
the college, and it prospered, its holy Patroness 
watching over it; so that as yarious ecclesiastics 
flocked to it, it was rendered permanently inde- 
pendent of extraneous assistance. At the time of 
his ordination to the priesthood, Mr. Weedali. 
was teaching a class in Bhetoric, which they finished 
under his tuition at the ensxdng Chrìstmas. The 
class was composed of the following students, Robert 
Throckmorton, the present worthy baronet, John 
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Shea^ Andrew Blake, Micliael and Daniel Calla- 
ghan, and the present wrìter. A synopsis has 
been already given of theìr exercises durìng the 
condudìng half-year. At Chrìstmas, aU of them, 
except the two Calìaghans, who were cousins, took 
parts in performing the tragedy of Philoctetes, in 
£ngli&h« which was adapted from the Greek of 
Sophocles by the present biogprapher, who selected 
and blended the beat passages from the versions of 
Potter and Francklìn. The performance took place 
in the Befectory, beìng the first attempt at presenting 
an entìre tragedy. The writer performed the part 
of Philoctetes, haying borrowed an antique Flemish 
bow» and some Indian aifrows^ from the private 
museum of a friend, a coUector of curiosities. This 
was the first exhibition, the harbìnger of those 
much grander and more complete performances, 
which took place regularly at Christmas and Mid- 
smnmer in after years. Mr. Wbbdall took great 
paìns in training the perfbrmers in their several 
parts for weeks beforehand. 

The writer was for some time the willing ama- 
nuensis of Mr. Wbbdall» writing out for him any 
thìng that he wished to bave copied, and often 
writing his sermons for him, as he dictated them, 
walking up and down hìs room. Mr. Wbbdall 
occnpied at this time the middle room in the upper 
suite of rooms in front; but not long after he 
removed to a larger apartment on the opposite 
side, and towards the end of the passage. This 
was one of two adjoinìng rooms, called ^' Calefac- 
tories," from their havìng fire-places. It had been 
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previouslj shared by three boys, and nsed to con- 
tain three beds; but it was afterwards fitted up as 
a single room for Mr. Wbedall» and made a very 
comfortable and respectable apartment His ama* 
nuensis used also to read to him at stated times, 
usTially every day. On those days wh^i there was 
study in the aftemoon, they met at three o'dock, 
and he read aloud to Mb. Wbeball Fleury*é 
ChuTch History, in French, for an hour^ always 
walking about the roads or fields^ when the weather 
would permit. In this manner he read to him 
fifleen volumes of that valuable work in the 
originai. Besides thia, he nsed to meet Mr. 
Weedall immediately after n^ht prayers» when 
he had returned from his soUtary walk, and read to 
him for about half an hour some useful work, such 
as the Livea of Fenehn and Bossuet — Beviews, or 
any important publications of the day. 

On one occasiona when they were retuming 
throngh a field near the college, they perceived 
old Wiggin, the farmer, whose house was dose tó 
the college, coming up the field. Mr. Webdall 
proposed to his companion to shut up Fleury, and 
to get into a little friendly conversation with the 
farmer, in the hope of enUghtening him somewhat 
on the subject of reUgion. So when Wiggin 
carne up to them, after the usuai salutations, and 
some common-place remarks on the weatber, Mr. 
Weedall reminded him that his grey hairs were 
an admonition of his life drawing to a dose, and of 
the necessity of each of us doing aU the good in our 
power, to be prepared for our last end. Wiggiu 
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▼ery coolly replied: ** Why yes, we miin ali dcw 
▼hat we con: you gentlemen mind yonr bewks, 
and stick to your laming; and we muck the fields, 
and get as good crops as we con. So we aU dew 
good in onr way/' With this the old man walked 
off, perfectly aatisfied that he did ali the good he 
conld in hia way» and leaying os to be amused at 
the resnlt of onr sealous endeavonr to improve him. 
He lived many yeara after this, and died in July, 
18S8, being about ninety years old. 

Indeed it was marrellons how, with the serìons 
impediments under which Mb. Wbedall laboured 
from the affection of bis head and eyes, he yet 
managed to keep np even with the literary produc- 
tions and controversies of the day. In a Catholic 
Magazine, published at the time, called the " Or- 
ihodox Jùwmàl!^ appeared in the number for May, 
1814, a Letter from a zealous Priest, the Bey. N. 
Gilbert, under the initials N. 6., to show that 
Infant Baptism is taught in Scripture. Mb. 
WssDALL wrote agaìnst him in the next number 
of the Journal, under the initials H. W., and sought 
to establish, Ist, that separating Scripture from 
Tradition, the attempt to determine the famous 
declaration of our Sayiour to Nicodemus (St. John 
ìiì.), even to Baptism in general, would be difficult, 
and the result unsatisfiEu^ry ; but Sndly, that even 
conceding the passage to be dear as to the general 
necessity of Baptism, it would not be easy to show 
that the precept eztends to In&nts. His reasonìng 
throughout he admitted to be hypothetical, and he 
only intended to combat the unsafe principio of 

H 2 
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resting an article of Faith npon Scripture alone. 
ThÌ8 drew forth a very long defence firom N. G. 
He professed his object to be good, being to pre- 
serve the only authority in support of Infant 
Baptism whìch could have any weight with Pro- 
testants. He proceeded with tedious prolìxity to 
demonstrate, as he considered^ that the sense of the 
Scriptoral passage ìs clear and indubitable^ inde- 
pendently of tradition. Me. Wbbdall replied, and 
concluded the controversy, by a letter of moderate 
length, in which he professed to apprehend no 
danger frotn his own line of argument^ his only 
object being to establish the inconsistency of Pro- 
testants in disdaiming on ali points a rale of £ùth 
which in many they secretly^ though unconsciouslyy 
retain. He restated the questiona and repeated his 
reasoning in a more condensed form. He confessed 
himself not in the smallest degree enlightened, by 
ali the elucidation of his opponent. 

" I cannot for my life," he said, " understand how a 
passage of Scripture can be oleari and yet stand in need of 
authority to fix iU meaningi or how it can be absolutely 
determinable but to one iense, whilst the very act of fixing 

it supposes it determinable to more and, therefore, I 

repeat, what was the originai subject of dispute between us, 
that though the Catholic Ghurch can clear up the difficulty, 
the Protestant Ghurch cannot satisfy her children that 
Infant Baptism is taught in Scripture." 

An impartial reader, after going through the 
letters on both sides, would probably find it diffi- 
cult to determine which party had the better of the 
contest. It arose from a passage of Dr« Lingard's 
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in his *'Sificiur€8 an Dr. Marsh^s Comparative 
View" in which he MÙd: — 

** They (the founders of the Modem Church of Eng- 
land) had agreed to retain Infant Baptism: it was therefore 
necessary to resi it on some ground. On Sorìpture they 
could net; for U U noi taught in 8er^twr§, On tradition 
^ey dared not; for tradition they had already rejeoted." 

Mr. Wesdall^ in the outset^ ohseryed that the 
writ^rs were Arcades ambo; and^ perhaps^ after 
reading the whole correspondence, it may be fairly 
pronoimced that the competitors were Arcades tres. 
It was a point quìte open to discussion; but what 
practically beneficiai result was to be obtained from 
yictory on either side was problematica!. So Mr. 
Weedall eyen seemed to think: for^ in concluding 
the controversy, he obsenred: — 

" Perhaps your readers may be of opinion that more 
than suffident has already been said upon the subject : 
they are now in possession of the arguments on boih side» 
of the question, and from them they will form their own 
opinion. If they decide for me, I shall gain : if against 

me, I shall not lose It is difficult to combat as false on 

one ground what you beile ve to be true on another; for 
though you write not in despite of consistency, you write 
in despite of conviction." 

At the dose of the year 1815, a painfìil event 
occurred in the college, which caused some im- 
portant changes in that establishment. Mr. Potts, 
who had presided over the college since its re- 
organisation by Bishop Milner, and had also taUght 
Divinity during the same period, was suddenly 
fieÌ2ed with a fit of paralysis, on a Snnday, the last 
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day of the year 1815. It was yery sliglit^ but in 
some degree it altered bis speech at first^ and soon 
began to show its effects upon bis mind. Shordy 
after be bad a second attack, wbicb stili fìirtber 
debilitated bim. Dr. Milner carne over £rom 
Wolverbampton, decided on reHeving bim £rom ali 
duty, and settled tbat be sbould remain nominally 
presidente retaining bis rooms as usual> and enjoy- 
ing tbe oiium cum dignitate. From tbat time bis fine 
mind became gradually weaker; but be suffered 
no pain, and was able to take bis walks witb little 
or no inconvenience. For a sbort time be said 
Mass^ and stili longer tbe Breyiary, witb tbe belp 
of some one to recite it witb bim^ a cbaritable office 
wbicb often fell to tbe lot of the present writer ; 
but the Bishop was obliged to forbid him to 
contipLue ite ^'^à desired him to say the Eosary^ or 
some part of it, as far as he felt able^ instead.^ But 
be grew childisb^ so tbat any little thing set him 
laughinge and be was wboUy incapable of any 
serious occupation. It was a melancboly spectacle 
to see so noble a mind completely prostrated; and 
a pbysician from London^ Dr. Hawkins^ wbose 
sons were students at the college^ baving paid a 
▼isit to St. Mary'se and seen the afflicting state of 
Mr. Potts in September^ 1817, was so concemed 
for bim, tbat he wrote a letter to Mr. Walsh, con- 
taining a system of diet and regimen which be felt 
confident would, if rigidly foUowed, not only pre- 
▼ent fiirther attacks, but bring bim back to what he 
ought to be at bis age of sixty-tbree, whereas he was 
now more like a man qf eigbty'five. He attributed 
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the paralysis to a long diseated state of the digestive 
organs^ and laid down as most essential that Mr. 
Fotts should take no ** stimniating poisons," — no 
ale, beer, wine, fiermented or spiritaoos liquors, oh 
mnjf preienee, but drink warm water or milk, with 
ginger. He gave minute directions for his diet and 
clothing, and wìshed him to wash his hands in 
waxm water, nsing flonr of mustard with the soap, 
and to bathe his feet twice a week in a hot decoc- 
tion of mustard and horseradish. The superiors 
felt gratefdl to Dr. Hawkins for his kind soUcitude 
and valuable advice. They would bave en- 
deavoured to foUow it exactly with Mr. Fotts, 
but that they felt a great deUcacy in interfering 
in any way with the treatment of his regular 
physician, Dr. John Johnstone, of Birmingham. 
Indeed, it would bave been no easy matter to bring 
Mr. Potts to submit to the regimen prescribed by 
Dr. Hawkins. He was fond of some things that 
were very unwholesome for him, and he would 
bave them, ìf at ali practicable. In his state of 
imbedlity there was no reasoning with him, and of 
course coercion was not likely to be attempted. So 
he went on in his usuai way, with his appetite good, 
and himself free from suffering of any kind, alwa3rs 
cheerful, always ready to laugh at any trifle; and 
eating, drìnking, and sleeping always well. In 
this state he continued, with very little alteration, 
during the four remaining years of his life. 

This lamented incapacity of Mr. Potts entailed 
some changes in St. Mary's College. The two 
important offices of President and Professor of 
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Theology became at once yacant, as Mr. Fotta had 
lield both. Bishop MilneT accordingly proceeded to 
fili them, and was happily enabled to proyide for 
botb withont calling in extraneons aid^ wbich is often 
a bazardous experìment^ and open to serions ob- 
jections. He appoìnted Mr. Qnick presìdent ; and 
with that readiness to ^'spend bimself and be spent*' 
for the benefit of the college and ita students^ Mr. 
Quick nndertook to teach Diyìnity, as well as to 
fulfil the onerous duties of presìdent. He began 
with the school of Divinity, January 12th, 1816, 
and for a short tìme he even superadded the teach- 
ing of a class in Fhilosophy. On first taking the 
professor's chair in the school of Theology, he very 
humbly disclaìmed any abUity to teach, but saìd he 
wished to be considered merely as the band or index 
to point out the daily portion of theological studies 
to bis pupils. He undertook more than any one 
person could hope to carry on without experiencing 
the £Ettal consequences of over exertion; and too 
soon paid the penalty by an early death. 

Mr. Walsh continued, as before, vice-president 
and spiritual director to the honse, as well as pastor 
of ihe congregation. Mn. Wbbdall also went on 
as usuai with classical teaching, but frequently 
preached in the College Chapel, instructed converts, 
and assisted Mr. Walsh in various branches of the 
sacred ministry. Besides these opportunities of 
exercising bis clerical fiinctions, he often went to 
supply for priests in the neighbourhood in cases of 
sickness or absence, as at Bloxwich, for the Rev. 
F« Martyn; at lichfield, for the Bey. John Eirk; 
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and at Birmingluuii, for one or other of the 
respected pastora of the two chapela. Occasionally, 
too, lie preached in the neighbouring chapek. On 
the Epiphany of 1816 he preached at Wolver- 
hampton, and one who waa preaent spoke very 
highly of the aermon^ and aaid: '^ I atood up to aee 
and admire.'' 

Having preached the charity aermon already 
mentioned, at the old chapel in Birmingham^ the 
year before, with signal aucceaa^ in behalf of the 
Catholic Poor Schoolsj he was requested to appear 
again in the same meritorious cause at the new 
chapel of St. Chad's. This had been erected in a 
populons part of the town but a few years before, 
and opened by Biahop Milner^ Decomber 17th, 1809, 
when he delìyered an extempore discourse, the 
aubstance of which waa afterwards published. Mr. 
Wexdall» eyer willìng to exert his powera in the 
cause of religion and charity, delivered another 
admirable sermon in this chapel, on Sunday, the 
31st of December, 1815, being the yery day on 
which Mr. Fotta was first yisited by a stroke of 
paralysis. 

This sermon is shorter, but more didactic tìnaxL 
bis former one preached at St Peter's Chapel. He 
considered that he could adopt no line of argument 
more profitable and successful than to instruct bis 
audience in the obligatian of alma deeds, because, 
said he, " there ìb no one yirtue of our age which 
combines more apparent compliance with leas real 
practice." He proceeded, therefore, to " detaU the 
theology of the question, by insisting, first, on the 
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òbligation of relieving the poor; and nezt^ on die 
means we possess of complyìng with this òbliga- 
tion." By a train of elaborate reasonil^^ snch as 
generally composed the body of his sermone^ he 
worked out these two propositions. The first he 
established from reason, and then troia reyelatioa» 
pouring out a rich succession of texts from both 
Testaments^ each text in support of some distinct 
branch of his argument. Having shown the òbli- 
gation, he proceeded to prove that the means are 
the superfluities of the rich. The reader will 
recognise the eloquence of Wbbdall in the fol- 
lowing energetic demolition of a too common 
pretence : — 

'' But perhaps you may say you bave no superfluities 
— that when the provisions are compieteci whioh I bave 
just detailed, there will remain no surplus for eharity. Net 
in ihe ruinous combination of extiavaganoe and luxuiy, I 
believe it : not on the pian of satisfying the many factitious 
wants that damour around us. But, my brethren, we 
needs must recollect that although religion is bountifìil to 
our rea! wants, it will show no indulgence to our artificial 
oues. If, then, we would be as careful of our souls as we 
too often are of our miserable gains, we must examine with 
rigid ezactness the wfaole system of our ezpenditure ; we 
must dare to question the justice of those demands whioh 
folly and fashion unceasingly urge; and however painful 
the sacrìfìce, we must strike off with a desperate economy 
every item suggested by prodigality, ambition, 8en^uality, 
or pride. Bun through the whole length' of your estab- 
lishment, and say whether evexy expense is regulated by. 
the moderation of the gospel. Does temperance, or does 
appetite, preside al your tables? Have Tanity or extrava- 
gance no share in the purveyance ? Is there no unneces- 
sary waste ? No crumbs that bestrew your floor, and no 
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thoQghi to oolleot tfaem fot the hungry orplian ? Are your 
hones and yonr servante proportioned to your rank? 
Might no retrenohment be made in the coatliness of your 
fumiture,— none in the splendour of your dress ? Might 
not the frequen<7 of your exoureions be diminiahed,— ex- 
enrsions more fbr pleasure than for profit? Do the idle 
and the vioioaa never feed upon the patrimony of the poor? 
le it never haaarded at the card, or the gaming table? 
Never wasted at the assembly or the theatre, or tiliought- 
lessly distributed amongst the innumerable channels of 
trìfling, dangerous, or guilty pleasured? XJnreasonably, 
then, do you plead you have no superfluities, tiU this neces- 
sary deduotion be previoosly made." 

He refules tìie frequent assertion that the prò- 
fusion of the rich is, after ali, the best practical 
charity. 

** My hrethren, it may be sound poB<7, but i^ ia 

wretobed morality. A soheme whioh is radioally bad caa 
never be sanotlfied in ito effecto ; and if luxury, prìde, and 
effeminacy be of this desoription, it is little to say that 

they are productive of acoidental good But granting 

that some benefit is derìved to the poor from the dissemi- 
nalioB of wealth, does it fall, think ye, where most it is 
due? Does it spread to the hovels of indigence, and not 
rather to the abodes of comparative abundanoe ? When I 

see a man* overstepping the sphere of his vocation, 

dashing àlong the road to luxuxy and preferment, trampling 
down in his career the thousands who were destined to be 
dependent on his bounty, and smothering in embryo the 
finest feelings of his nature ; of such a man I am tempted 
to believe that he has voluntarìly thrown himself out o^ 
the pale of salvation» and made himself an outlaw upon 
the merita of his Bedeemer. And pursuing him into re- 
tirement, could imagination realise ita rational fanoies, at 
Iqs aide might you see the iàdeà forma of want, disease, 
and miaery, pressing around the groaning table to snatch 

z 
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away the meats that have been parchased by their |>atri- 
mony ; and above might you see th^ broad eye of vengeance 
full spread on the usurper, as if to recognise in the garb 
that he unfurls to heaven, the mantle of some abandoned 
orphan. The garment indeed U my «on'«, an evU wUd beast 
Kath eaten him upf a becut hath devoured Joseph, (Gen. 
xxxvii., 33.) 

After exposing the wants of the poor children, 
and stating that with the contributions of the last 
year, a school-room had been built for upwards of 
one hundred and thirty children, but that a con- 
siderable debt had been unavoidably contracted, 
for which forther donations were needed> he thus 
pathetically condudes a yery eloquent and moving 
discourse : — 

• "Once you heard me wìth indulgence, and I fain 

would a second time bespeak your favour for these poor 

children, these little beuighted wanderers, whom your own 
pastor has delegated to my care, whom you yourselves have 
consigned to my advocacy; — dear to me because they are 
destitute ; but dearer stili because the apt resemblance of 
my Saviour ! For them I pray ; for them I supplicate ; I 
beaeech you not to abandon those whom your charity has 
warmed into light and life. And yet it is not I that 
supplicate! — I but give utterance to louder prayers. It 
is your own nature that supplicatesi It is your re- 
ligion that supplicatesi It is your Redeemer! — It is 
your God! — Oh, could animation once more revive that 
agonising figure; could the blood but creep one single 
round, and warm into articulation one faltering accent, 
then would the voice of Jesus Ghost plead for these 
children, it would repeat the charge which once he made — 
* If you love me, feed my lambsf and by another solemn 
transfer of bis own rights, would engagé in their behalf 
ali the tenderness which your bursting hearts could testify 
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to him.— -IF^olMMMr youdoto ihs UaH of ikm ÌM$ ohm, it 
wonld say, you do ìt unto m«. Matt. xxr., 40/* 

In the Midsnmmer yacation of 1816» Mr. 
Weedall made his first excursion on the Con- 
tinente and spent a short time in Paris with a former 
student of the college, Mr. G^rge Mecham. 
There had been a splendid termination of the 
scholastìc half-year by excellent speaking at the 
Exhibition, when Fhiloctetes was again performed, 
the principal part being taken by Thomas Green, 
now the worthy missioner at Madeley. Bishop 
Mìlner presided, as he constantly attended the 
Exhibitions, and distributed a greater nnmber 
of premiums than usuai, and several medais to 
students who were not to return. An amusing 
incident occurred to Ma. Weedall during his 
short tour in France, He went duly proyided with 
a testimonial of his priesthood and character from 
Bishop Milner. But as this was not drawn up with 
much fermality, the sacristan of a church where he 
applied to say Mass, demurred about permitting him 
to celebrate, excusìng himself on account of some 
impostors having ktely tried to deceive him, pre- 
tending to be priests. However, as Me. Weedall 
remonstrated against his unreasonable scruples, the 
sacristan bethought him of an effectual test, and 
said to him: ^^£h bien, dites moi dono r Orate 
fruirete'* Ma. Weedall dedared, that thus sud- 
denly caUed upon, he had some fear of not getting 
through it, but he did say it correctly. Upon which 
the sacristan was satisfied, but obseryed, with an air 
of great self-satisfEu^tion, ^' V oila ou je les attrappe ! '' 
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In Jìùj, Mr. Wareing qtiitted Oscott^ and went 
to reside at Sedgley Park, whence lie snpplied on 
Snndays the mission at Moseley Coarta and tanght 
classics at the Park dming the week. At the dose 
of that year, Mr. Benson^ one of the divìnes^ was 
seized on the Ist of November with typhns feyer 
of a severe form^ and shordy after, another iras at- 
tacked. The first, happily, recovered; but the 
other, Mr. John Kirk, nephew of the Bey. John 
Kirk, of lichfield, was carried off by that malig- 
nant disorder, on the 89th of December. In 
consequence of this infectious disease in the house, 
the superiors deemed it expedient to anticipate the 
Christmas yacation, and omit the usuai examina- 
tions and exhibition. Accordingly the studies were 
interrupted, and the students broke up earlyin 
December, and nearly ali left the college for their 
respectìye homes. By the mercy of Divine Proyi- 
dence, the fever spread no fìirther: and after 
Christmas the college had re-assembled, with ali 
its inmates yigourously pursuing their respectiye 
studies and duties, to make up for lost time. The 
want of proper accommodation for the sick in cases 
of infectious maladies had been seyerely felt in the 
late trying yisitation; and to provide for any future 
emergency, a smeli building was shortly after erected 
at the top of the garden, a short distance from the 
house. Howeyer, it was neyer occupied, as the farm- 
house subsequendy purchased afforded far more 
conyenient means of lodging and attending patìents. 

It was in this year, 1816, that Bishop Milner 
made a noble additìon to the buildings of the college. 
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by ereeting the Exhibition Boom, and connectiiìg 
the '' Laura" with the old part of the bmlding by 
an Amb^daerum at eaoh end of the new erection, 
carried along the firont of the ** Lanxa" on one tide» 
and befiure the old part of the bmlding on the other. 
This large and oonTenient room was opened on the 
25th of NoTembeTj 1816, by a Leetnre on the Steam 
Engine, delivered by the present writer. It was 
afkerwards regnlarly naed for Pronea, Lectores, and 
Exhibitiona. It was the scene of many admirable 
per&rmances, and hononred by the freqnent pre- 
sence of the illuatrioua Milner, and many other dis- 
tingoished persona, and occasionaUy luied for divine 
service when the chapel iras under repairs. But it 
was most nnfortunately bumt down by an accidental 
fire in the night of the S6th of January, while this 
biography was writing. The Iosa to the pìous com- 
munity who now conduct the orphanage at the Old 
College is quite a calamity : but every old Oscotian 
will deeply grieve for the total destruction of this 
noble memorial of Milner's lore of Oscott, and of 
the many happy festÌYe days which they have 
witnessed within it. 

Though yarious changes had taken place in the 
offices of the college, Mn. Wbedall had continued 
ali along to teach classics, and to exercise his sacred 
ministry in yarious ways, as occasions offered. At 
the Midsummer Exhibition of 1817, his class were 
prepared by him with great care, for a considerable 
time, for the performance of an English yersion of 
the tragedy of (Edipus Tyrannus, adapted, like 
Philoctetes, from the translations of Sophocles, by 
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Potter and FrancUin. Ab the class were not strong 
enongh for ali the parts, the present wrìter was 
requested to undertalLe the character of (Edipus, 
thongh it was not customary for students in Divinity 
to speak at the Exhìbitions. It was a priyilege to 
studj elocution tinder such a master. Being an 
orator of first rate talent himself, Mb. Weedall 
was well qualified to direct his pupils in this impor- 
tant branch of education^ and he spared no time or 
labour to render them as perfect as possible in the 
art of declamation^ as well as in every other depart- 
ment of knowledge, for which they were confided 
to his care. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Mb. Wesdall's Ssbmok at Sheffield — ^Declike of Mr« 
Quick's HsALtH — Me. Weedall Officiate s on Sundats 
AT Vesfebs — Hi8 GatechEtical Lectubes — Sebmon at 
LiVEBFooL — ^Death of Mb. Quice — Mb. Weedall be- 
00MS8 Vios-Pbxsibeet, Pbofessob of Theoioot, anp 
SpiErruAL Diebotob. 

Eybb ready to aid in the glorions cause of Religion 
and Charìty^ Mb. Wbedall accepted an ìnyitation 
to preach a sermon at Sheffield^ on the SOth of 
Aprila 1818^ on the anniversary of the openìng of 
the chapel in that town] and published it after- 
wards for the benefit of the Catholic SundaySchool 
there. It was his first published sermon on a subject 
of doctrine and controversy^ and was entitled^ ''The 
Spirit and the Truth of Religion." It is worked 
out with great power, and is of great length : indeed 
too long, for if more condensed, it would have had 
more force and been more conyincing. It is, how- 
eyer, a masterly performance, and has aiways been 
greatly admired. The textisfromSt. John iv.: Ood 
is a spirita and they that adore himy must adore 
him in spirit and in truth. This naturally suggests 
the division of the sermon into its two portions; 
the first inculcating the duty of worshipping God 
with the heart and soid, and not merely with 
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the ezterior rites of relìgìon: and the second 
showing the necessity of a right form of worship^ 
that we may adore God in truth. He pursues the 
first part^ through our respective duties to God^ our 
neighbour^ and oìirselves^ inculcatìng the obliga- 
tion of performing ali with a trae interior spirit of 
religione but at the sanie time attending to the 
authorised forms of ezterior worship. He comes 
in the second part to the necessity of adoring God 
also in truih. Here he treats of the means provided 
for the preservation of the truth by the establish- 
ment of the Church^ which inclades those only who 
hold the trae doctrine of Christ. That no one m^ht 
mistake this Chorch, it is vistole to all^ and may be 
readily discovered by ali who will be at the pains 
to seek for it. 

I 
" These propositions, my brethren, are of immense 

importance, involving, as they most assuredly do, the 
salvation of every individuai now before me. But to you, 
my dear brethren of a different persuasion, whom tbe cir- 
cumstances of the day have accidentally assembled, — to 
you I particularly address myself. I appeal to your own 
breasts on this momentous question, — ^what degree of 
securìty do you feel in the religious oreed you have 
adopted ? Is your securìty of that fearless and determined 
nature, that you would stake your lives and your souls on 
the truth of it? Or, in sober feot, does it amount only to 
this, — that after some care and deliberation, you have 
taken up with that which in your oonsciences you believe 
to be thè most excellent? But such belief does not 
generate securìty ; it does not exclude the possibiUty of at 
least something stili more excellent. You may be rìght, — 
I pass it,—but you may also be wrong. The rery prìnciples 
of your religion, therefore, will promptyou to ibis enquiiy. 
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That religion is baili on private j^dgmmt, and private 
judgment, being liable to error, ought never to dose ita 
investigations tiU it arrìve at absolute oertainty." 

He proceeds to point out the four marks of the 
trae Church from the Holy Scriptures; and then 
obsenres that, haying detained his audience for so 
tmusoal a time, it is not his intention to attend 
them in the actual application of these marks; but 
he will nevertheless venture to throw out a few 
obseryations that will greatly simplify the work. 
Here has always appeared to be a considerable 
defect in this sermon. The most practical and 
ìmportant part is of necessity hurried over and too 
briefly dismissed, because the first portion of the 
dìscourse has been drawn out to an unnecessary 
and tiresome length. What the preacher does say 
in his concluding pages is so fine and forcible, that 
it makes us doubly regret that he did not so manage 
the composition of the entire sermon, as to be 
enabled to dwell chiefly upon this part, upon which 
the effect of the whole was mainly to depend. The 
▼alue of this too brief portion may be partly esti- 
mated by the following extracts : — 

" And first, as to the mark UnUy^ Every man is not 
eapable of ezamining separately the whole of the dootrìnes 
of any particular church, in order to ascertain whether the 
members of that church are united in the same &ith ; 
because every one is not possessed of sufficient knowledge 
to enable him to conduct an investigation of this nature ; 
but ereiy man can understand that no church can be 
united where there is nothing to unite; and there is 
nothing to unite where each member is left to the sug. 
gestions of his own £uicy. Whatever church, therefore» 
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grounds ita doctrines on Scrìpture interpreted by private 
judgment, and authorìses each individuai to interpret for 
himself, and to form bis own articles of faitb, tbat ebnrch 

bas no principio of union, and cannot, therefore, be one 

He wiU naturali j look out for tbat body wbicb...obliging 
ali its members to rally round one acknowledged bead, 
and to subscribe to doctrines universally received, and 
warranted divine» will alone present bim at once vdtb unity 
of faìtb and securìty of conscìcnce. My bretbren! as sucb 
a cburcb only is one, there is only one sucb cburcb." 

Agaìn^ on the mark of Apo9ÌoUcity. 

" It is not tben in tbe modem sects — and bere let me 
premise to you, my bretbren, tbat in making tbis observa- 
tion, I wisb not to offer tbe sligbtest disrespect to tbe 
private opinìons of any individuai before me— >but trutb 
obliges me to deolare wbat I feel may be maintained 
against tbe world, — tbat it is not in tbe modem sects of 
Lutber or of Calvin, of Cranmer or of Enox, of Wbitfield 
or of Wesley, tbat we are to look for tbis Apostolicity 
eitber of origin or of office, to eacb one of wbom it may be 
said, ' tbou art ' scarce fifty years old, and bast thou seen 
tbe Apostles ? No, my bretbren, tbe cbaracter will apply 
to tbat cburcb alone, wbicb can trace tbe unbroken sue-' 
cessìon of 252 bisbops, from St. Peter tbe Prince of tbe 
Apostles, to tbe present illustrious and venerable PontifT» 
Pius VII. You start at tbat name, my bretbren, and ali 
your prcjudices awaken witbin you. Wbat ! you exclaim, 
refer me to tbe Cburcb of Rome, tbat corrupt, tbat super* 
stitious, tbat idolatrous cburcb ! Say ratber, my bretbren, 
tbat insulted, tbat calnmniated, tbat mucb injured cburcb; 
a cburcb wbose doctrines are admired in proportion as 
tbey are known, but wbicb must be known before tbey can 
be admired ; a cburcb wbicb bas never sbrunk from argu- 
ment, because ber doctrines are irrefutable; but wbicb 
bas never been answered but by dalumny, because sbe is 
establisbed upou trutb.*' 
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The wliole composition is very beautiful^ and 
much of it^ if not originai, certainly worked out in his 
own peculiar style, and very eloquent It produced 
a great impression on the audience, and no doubt 
cansed in many conviction, as well as admiration. 
It will hardly be credited that this elaborate ser- 
mon was first preached by him in the humble chapel 
at Hopwas, near Lichfield, only 24 feet long by 12 
wide, on the occasion of its being opened for divine 
serrice in 1815. But such was the zeal and energy 
of his fine mind, that his judgment could not 
always keep pace with it; for certainly this noble 
composition was totally out of place in a small 
country chapel, where not haK a dozen of his 
audience were capable of appreciating, or even 
understanding it. 

Mr. Quick, the president, had been accustomed 
always to officiate at Yespers on Sundays. But the 
consequence of his undertaking too many employ- 
ments, and working incessantly, without aUowing 
himself adeq^uate rest to recruit his strength, were 
beginning to appear in the decline of his health. 
Mb. Webdall, therefore, relieved him of this part 
of his labours by taking upon himself the duty of 
the afternoon service. On Sunday, Aprii 19th, t>f 
this year, 1818, he commenced a course of lectures 
after Yespers on the catechism. He began with 
a beautiful discourse on the necessity of under- 
standing and becoming thoroughly acquaihted with 
religion. His text was: I%Ì8 is eternai life, that 
they may knoto Thee, 'the only ime Chd, and Jesus 
Christ whom Thou hast seni. St. John xyii., 3. 
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He obsenred that he liad chosen the suhject^ not 
as immediately connected with the office of the 
day^ but as preparatory to a coarse of cateclietical 
instructions which woidd be continued, by the 
Divine blessing, every Sunday at the afternoon 
service. He wamed bis hearers against two pre- 
valent mistakes conceming religione the first, of 
those who give it too much latitude^ and imagine 
it necessary to go through a complete course of 
tìieology; and the seconda of those who think 
they know enough when they bave leamed the 
principal mysteries of our faith, and can repeat 
some half dozen pages of their catechism. Both, 
he said, were grievously mistoken ; for religion is 
the knowledge of God, and of our duty to him ; 
the study of religion ia the study of Jesus Christ; 
the desire of religion is the desire of adyancing in 
the knowledge of him, and of bis boly truths. He 
proceeded to prove the importance of religion. 
Christianity is our professione and we are bound to 
understand it thoroughly, that we may exercise it 
faithfiilly. The weakness of our nature demanda 
that we gain strength from the knowledge of reli- 
gion. The danger of error and immoraUty renders 
the knowledge of religion doubly necessary. He 
proved this necessity also from negative arguments. 
The consequences of ignorance of religion are most 
fatai. An imperfect system of religion becomes 
ìnterwoven with the moral constitution of man, and 
he is unable to withstand the seductions of vice, 
because he is not half convinced of the importance 
of virtue. This he exemplified by the career of a 
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yonng man enterìng the world^ and only half in* 
stmcted in his religion. Hit fiuth ìb attacked, his 
Yirtue Ì8 attacked, his heart ii ready to yield, and 
his head but half resolved is ali that he can oppose; 
and when half the head is opposed to the whole 
heart, the strnggle cannot remain long undecided. 

But imagine a youth with firmer principles, well 
ìnstructed and well armed. Befbre such an one 
every £oe must fedi; impiety will be con&unded, 
vice repnlsed, infideUty unmasked. He went on to 
trace the steady career of such a youth, and con- 
trasted it with the course of him who is but ili 
Ìnstructed, his graduai mistrust of our hòly religion, 
and a fatai indifference, which is but one remove 
firom infidelity. 

** Bat gire me," said he, " a well instraoted Catholio, 
and he shall neither be a scandal to the weak, nor a tiiumph, 
to the enemies of his faith." 

These catechetical lectures Ma. Weedall con-: 
tinued for two or three years. When he carne to 
the Second Artide of the Creed, he completed the 
connexion between that and the first, by the biblical 
history of the world, and of the chosen people of 
God, down to the coming of our divine Bedeemer. 
This occupied a long succession of Sundays, as he 
gave well studied and minute narratìves of every 
event, accompanied by such reflections and appli- 
cations as arose from the subjects treated. — On one 
occasion, on a Sunday morning, a fire had broken 
out in the cottage of a poor Catholic, rather more 
than a mìle from the college. It was a distressing 
scene to behold the cottage nearly bumt down, 

K 
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almost ali tlie effects of ita inmates consnmed, and the 
poor wife and children liouseless. Mb. Weedall 
had been with others from the college to see and 
render what assistance coidd be afforded to the dis- 
tressed funily; and in the afibemoon he ìnterrupted 
his usuai lecture by a moving appeal in their behalf. 
He said that though mspiy cases of distress had 
before presented themselves^ he had never thought 
proper to allude to them in that place. But he 
described this a& a calamity so peculiar, that he 
coidd not refrain from dweUing upon it^ which. he 
did very pathetically, and appealing to the charity 
of ali present to contribute some little towards the 
relief of the sufferers. It is superfluous to add that 
a very liberal sum was given by the inmates of the 
college for the poor £unily, in answer to this moving 
and eloquent appeal. — He prepared his Sunday 
afternoon lectures with great care and labour; and 
so anxious was he to make them what he conceived 
they ought to be, that it frequently happéned that 
when the whole house were assembled in the chapel 
at the hour of Yespers^ Me. Weedall was heard 
walking up and down the large dormitory above^ 
stili preparing what he had to say; and thus they 
were kept waitìng for some time before he carne 
down to begin Yespers. 

. Mb. Weedall had already advocated the cause 
of charity with so much eloquence and success on 
the occasions already dwelt upon, that it was not 
long before he received another. urgent application 
for a charity sermon. .This came from Liverpool, 
where the spacious new chapel of St. Nicholas, 
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wliich Ì8 now the Catholic Cathedral Chnrcli, had 
been erected six years; and in this he was reqneBted 
to exert his eloqnence in behalf of the large poor 
Bchools institttted in that popidous town* He com- 
plied, and preached the aermon on Sunday^ the 
8nd of Augnata 1818. The gentlemen at whose 
requeat it waa delivered, répeatedly solicited ita 
pnblication^ before they could obtain the consent 
of the preacher^ who '' had no wish to obtrude 
himself again upon the notice of the public" The 
aermon ia entitled: '^ The effecta of ignorance on 
the character and conduct of man." The text ia: 
Sufinr the little children to come unto me, 8fc., and 
after enlarging upon the interesting scene which it 
describes^ and applying it admirably to the imme- 
diate object of his discourae^ he proceeds to show 
that '^ the duties of charity are commensurate wìth 
the wants of our fellow creatures, and that the evil 
of ignorance is of ali the most malignant and mia- 
chievous^ and therefore that it is a paramount duty 
to rescue the poor children from ita terrible effecta." 
He illustrates this by showing^ in a succession of 
masterly arguments^ that man steps into esdstence 
ignorant of his God, ignorant of himself^ ignorant 
of his glorious destiny, and ignorant of the means 
and motives for attaining it. This fills up the first 
portion of the sermon: the second is devoted to 
exhibitìng the positive form of ignorance^ as stimu- 
lating ali the passions, and withdrawing every 
restraint. He shows that in the absence of Beligion 
and Education the fairest edifices of Godand nature 
wìll be ìnyolyed in one moral conflagration. 



100 UFE OF IfOirSIGNOB VEEDALL. [1818. 

'* The souroe of the evil lies beyond the reaoh of dvil 
correction. Statesmen maj speculate in remedies, may 
heap laws upon laws, and invest those laws with the 
severest sanctions, but without the lights and the motives 
of religion, those sanctions will be powerless. A temporaiy 
effect may be produced, interest may be weighed against 
interest, self love may be thrown, as it were, on its back, 
and the recumbent bribed into peace, by displaying the 
advantages of submission; but when the persuasive is 
withdrawn, or when interests bave exohanged their vaine, 
then will the lawless giant rise up to shake him in bis 
strength, will burst the cords that bind him, ' as a man 
would break a thread of tow when it toucheth the fire,' and 
seiziog with desperate grasp the pillars of law and of 
justice, will bury himself and them under the ruins of 
morality and order." 

After powerfiilly pleading for tbe poor children^ 
that "the little innocents" may not be *^thrown 
upon the world in its lowest and most profligate 
paths, where the wonder would be, not that they 
should tnm out very generally yicious, but that 
any individuai amongst tbem should retain one 
single feature of its innocence j" — ^he thus eloquentìy 
concludes this very able discourse : — 

" Pardon me if I do say that for the sake of these 
children I should rejoice to hear that charity had outr 
strìpped itself upon the present occasion, and that the 
sums which prudence had presorìbed to each individuai 
on entering this chapel as the extent of bis donations, had 
been found insufficìent for the burst of sensibility that 
had suddenly and overwhelmingly rushed upon bis heart. 
Providence, I know, has been bountiful to many of you 
beyond the average dì^pensatìon of bis favours. If, then, 
your tables are well supplied, if your cups overflow, 
think of the homes where the table is never spread, where 
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the eap is never fiUed, where the whoU hsad ii tiek, and the 
whaìU kéort u «Mi,« and though the preaent appeal is not 
made with a direct TÌew to relieve miaery of this desorip- 
tion, yet that it tende indirectly and not veiy remotely to 
prevent it. And, my brethren, when that solemn hour 
ahall arrìve which we are ali destined to experìence, and 
when rank and riohee and every worldly distinction ahall 
hang aospended over the grave, then may the recollection 
of thia day's deeda be a Mp toyou on yomr btdi of iorrow^ 
ami tum aU yoiir wueh Jar you in y<mr nokneu ;f may it 
alleviate the panga of dissolution, may it wipe o£f the damp 
dews that Ihicken on the brow, may it lighten the heart, 
and brìghten the vìew, and transfer your hopes sweetly 
and qnietly to another and a better world, where the goodi 
€tf the juit man thM h$ màtUàked in the Lord, and where the 
aeeembly of the Sainte thaU publith hi$ aìme-deeds.l In the 
nome, àe" 

It has been already mentioned that the health 
of the active andindefatigable presidente Mr. Quick, 
had been impaired by bis severe and unremitting 
labours in the college. ELis spirit was toc ardente 
he attempted too mach^ and thus bis course was 
painfolly short, and too soon consommated. He 
went durìng the Midsummer yacation to his native 
country, Devonshire, to visit his friends, and, if 
possible, to recniit his health; but in vain. He 
had scarcely retumed to Oscott, when he bacarne 
alarmingly ili. He bore his last sickness with the 
most edifying patience and resignation, and par- 
ticnlarly desired his doctor not to give him any 
opiates, so that he might be in full possession of his 
senses, and be enabled to make a merit of his 
sufferings. He died on the 13th of August, 1818, 

• ISAIAS I„ 5. t P». XL., 4. X ECCLUS. XXXI , 11. 
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at the early age of 40. Of hìm it might truly be 
said^ that betng made perfect in a short space^ he 
fulJUled a long Urne.* 

On Mr. Webdall's return on that very day 
from preaching at Liverpool, he anxiously enquired^ 
as he entered the house^ after the health of Mr. 
Quick. He neas answered rather abruptly that 
he was just dead. He was shocked and grieved 
exceedingly, not having heard of his being worse 
than usuai. He covered his face with his hands^ 
uttered a fervent exclamation, and burst into tears. 
To him, of course, was delegated the painful task 
of preaching the funeral oration at the solemn 
dirge, which took place in the chapel^ on Monday, 
the 17th of August. This discourse has not been 
preserved; but the writer remembers that it was 
extremely eloquent, and full of deep feeling^ and 
that it moved every one present to tears. Mr. 
Quick was buried at the parish church at Hands- 
worth, and Dr. Milner placed a tablet to his 
memory in the sacristy of the college, with an 
inscription which he composed, in which the cha- 
racter of Mr. Quick is admirably summed up in 
these few words, ^^humble, meek, benevolent, mor- 
tified, indefatigable, but above ali, zealous for the 
salvation of souls, and the glory of his divine 
Master." 

Bishop Milner exclaimed, when he heard of 
Mr. Quick's death : '^ I bave lost my right band." 
He knew his vaine, and felt his loss most acutely. 
He was the life and soul of St. Mary's College ; 

♦ WiSDOM IV., 13. 
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she owed hìm a debt incalcnlable; hìs Iobs was one 
extremely difficult to supply ; yet it was necessary 
to make arrangements without delay, as the studies 
urere now to recommence after the Tacation of 
Midsummer. The Bishop provided the beat he 
covlà for the management of the college after this 
sad bereavement; and by his direction, Mr. Walsh 
became Presidente and Mr. Wéedall Vice-Presi- 
dent. Professor of Divinity, and spiritual director 
of the lay-students and servants. Mr. Walsh con- 
tinued as before to take the spiritual direction of 
the ecclesiastics and of the congregation. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Mr. Weedall as Professor of Divinitt — ^As Spiritual 
Director — ^Dsath of Mr. Pottb — His Funxral — Ma. 
Wespall's Discourbe on the Occasion. 

This was an important period in the life of Mr. 
Weedall. He was most unexpectedly called upon 
to undertake at once three arduous and responsible 
offices. But though he had been far from desiring 
any one of them^ he considered it hìs duty to ac- 
cept them, in the spirit of that admirable maxim of 
the great St. Augustìn: "Vos exhortamur^ ut si 
quam operam vestra mater Ecclesia desideravit, nec 
elatione avida suscipiatis^ nec blandiente desidia 
respuatis."* On the 28th of September, 1818, he 
first began with a class of divines, who had been 
studying two years under the lamented Mr. Quick. 
He opened the school with a very pleasing address 
to hìs scholars, pleasantly observing, however, in 
the outset, that he had not come prepared with a 
set speech for the occasion. The treatise which 
they were studying was ^^ De Incarnatione,** in 
Collet's " Theologia Dogmatica/* in which the class 
had advanced to the third Qiuestio under their 

* '' We exhort yon that whatever work your mother the Charch haa 
deaired of you, you would neither undertake with eagei elation, nor reflue 
with fiattering indoleuce."— Sr. AuG., Epist. 48, al 81. 
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former professor. He prepared himself for die im- 
portant duty of teaching divinity by much labotur 
and Btudy, and alwaya brougkt to die lesaon a 
valoable mass of collateral information from varioua 
audìors. He made great use in dogmatìc divinity 
of die sound and lucid treatises of Dr. Delahogue, 
die Professor of Maynoodi College, which had been 
published a fewyearsbefore; and diese, widi justice, 
he strongly recommended to bis pupils. His own 
manner of teacbing was clear and mediodical, always 
dodied in graceful language, and always solid and 
satisfactory. He was apt to go into long and 
somewhat tedions disquisitions, but they were ever 
yaloable, sound, and instructÌTe. He very seldom 
referred to any composìtions of bis own ; but once, 
wben treating on tbe Marks of tbe true Cburcb, 
be pre&ced a sbort reading firom bis sermon, ^' On 
the Spirti and the truth of Beligwn^^ by observìng 
diat be tbougbt be migbt more safely cali attention 
to wbat be once carefully wrote, tban to wbat be 
migbt now less carefully say. 

For die explanation of tbe Holy Scripture, Mr. 
Weedall was ìndefatigable in bis own researcbes, 
and in directing tbe studies of bis pupils. He was 
particularly fond of tbe leamed dissertations in the 
" Bible de Vence,^ and Cabnet; and besides tbe 
usuai commentators, be would constandy refer to 
tbe most eminent Frencb and German biblical 
scbolars, culling out from tbem ali tbat was valu- 
able, and warning bis scbolars, witb tbe greatest 
care, of tbe dangers and delusions of scepticism 
and rationalism in certain German critìcs. On diose 
days, cbiefly Saturdays, wben bis dutìes as spiritual 
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director prevented him from attending the Divinity 
school^ he often exercised his class in the composi- 
tion of Theological exerciaes. The nature of these 
may be seen by the following titles of some of 
them: — Orace and Pelagianism — I%e JSrrors of 
Gotheacalc — Jansenius and Janaenism — Paul of 
Samosata — Supremacy of the Pope — 7%^ Actions 
and Virtues of Infideh — Systems on the Operation 
of Divine Chrace, 

At the same time that Mr. Wbedall was thus 
engaged in teaching divinity^ he was also employed 
as spiritual director to the lay students^ and for a 
short time^ also^ to the domestics of the college. 
This important office he strove to fuMl^ as he did 
every other, in the most perfect manner. When 
he had to impart instruction to those prepared by 
education to understand his language^ he was very 
successful ; but^ as already hinted in the early part 
of this biography^ he was not so with poor children 
and iUiterate persons. With his own mind elegante 
accomplished^ and amply stored with religious lore, 
he poured out his knowledge too leamedly for the 
comprehension of little ones. He seemed not to 
know how to lower himself to their limited ca- 
pacities; and though he did not apply the hard 
staff of Giezi to give them spiritual life, he did not, 
on the other hand, like his master the prophet, 
measure his words by a child's slender capacity, 
and put his mouth upon the child^s mouth^ and his 
eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands, 
and boto himself upon him^* and so accommodate 
his language to the child's weak understanding, tìll 

* 4 Ktn&s vt , 84. 
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the little heart grew warm» and the eyea opened to 
see the predous tmths of relìgion. Thus he once 
asked a little chìld if some expression was '^ sound 
theologj." But his zeal was great and his efforts un- 
remitting in the important work of leading bouIs to 
the knowledge and practice of relìgion. Shiniog 
talenta and great abìlities, however, are not always 
die moat succesaful ; and those to whom the humble 
bat meritorious work is committed of instructìng 
the joxmg, the poor> and die illiterate» ahould^ 
aboTe ali things, tàke care to speak in easy and 
plain language which ali can understand : for, says 
the great St. Augustin: ^'It ìb better for gram- 
marians to reprehend us, than for the people not to 
understand us.''* 

The respected Mr. Potts, who had been ali 
along nominally presidente and enjoying, as the 
Bishop directed^ the otium eum digmtate, continued 
in good bodily health^ and kept up with the usuai 
routine of each day like the rest of the college. 
But his fine mìnd was gone, and his intellects grew 
more enfeebled. No one ever had a more pleasant 
dedine of lìfe, for he had felt no pain of body or 
mind for the last four years, since he was first 
taken. He may be said to bave laughed away bis 
last four years; for he would laugh at any little 
occurrence or saying, and some things would 
regularly set him off in a fit of laughter. It was 
melancholy indeed to see his powerful spirit thus 
wasted; yet it was consoling to obserye that he felt 

• ** Meliiu est ut no* lepreliendaiit grammatid, quam ut non mtdiìguit 



Ì06 un OF mnraiowtt wbbdaix. [1819» 

no htunìliation, and was unconscioufl of any aflUction. 
His mind had remained mach in the same state till 
within a month of four years firom his £rst seiznre ; 
when on the 29th of November, 1819, one of the 
masters going into his room fonnd that he had fidlen 
on the floor, and was unable to rise. He was lying 
there hiughing, and qnite amused at the oddity of his 
positton. He was cairied to his bed, and joked as 
they were carrying him in, sayìng that they had 
^^dented" him against the jambs of the doorway. 
On Sunday, the 5th of December, he died in peaoe, 
but withont having been at ali conscious of his 
approaching dissolution, in the 66th year of his 
age. He was bnried in the vault under the 
sacristy, which occupied the ground floor of a 
building recently added to the chapel, the upper 
part being fitted up as a little oratory for the con- 
venience of private Masses, and serring also for the 
monthly devotions in honour of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. These devotions had already been in 
practice for many years in England; but Bishop 
Milner, when he obtained the approbation of the 
Holy See for an Association of Missionary Friests 
in the Midland District, which he called the Insti- 
tutto SodetatU LibercB^ in the year 1814, procured 
also, that certaìn Indulgences, already granted to 
the Sodality of the Sacred Heart in Rome, should 
he extended to the members of this Sodetas Libera, 
and also, on certain conditions, to ali the £aithful of 
his district. One condidon being that the prayers 
be recited before an imago or picture of the Sacred 
Heart; when the old chapel in the house was 
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discontintiéd, he had a pictare of ouìr Blessed SaVioùr 
iUsplaying bis Sacred Heart, painted on glase, in 
the window over the aitar of this new chapel» for 
the convenience of the associates meeting there 
monthly to recite the prayers. Neither the chapel 
nor the aitar was actnally dedicated in honour of 
the Sacred Heart: bat the piotare on glass was 
pkced there to afford the convenience of fulfiUing 
the condition of the Indnlgences. 

The fonerai of the Bey. Thomas Potts was 
conducted in the most solemn manner in the col- 
lege chapeL After the Office^ and High Mass of 
Kequiem, celebrated by the Rev. Thomas Walsh, 
the body was home to the vault by the ecclesiastics 
of the college^ the pali being held by ten priests 
who had been pnpils of the deceased^ and fol- 
lowed by Bishop Mihier ^ as chief moumer^ in bis 
pontificals, bis train berne by little John Payne^ 
who died a few years after at the college. Mr. 
WsxDALL, of conrse, was caUed upon to preach 
the funeral sermon, which the Bishop and dergy 
afterwards desired hìm to publish. It is a very 
eloquent specimen of pulpit eloquence. The text 
was striking and affecting : '' I%e eyes that have 
seen him shall see htm no more; neither shatt his 

place any more hehold him and they that have 

seen him shaU sat/y where is he?"* It led the 
preacher natorally to speak of the severe loss 
which the college had sustained^ first in the im- 
becility^ and finally in the decease of their late 
venerable superior. Then after a slight sketch of 

• Job XX., 7—9. 
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hifl oharacter and TÌrtaes, introdaced principally to 
show the fltrong grounds of hope for bis happìness, 
he proceeded to apply the morallesson incnlcated on 
the solemn occasion, and occupied the greater por- 
tion of the discourse with strìking and beautiful 
thoughts and admonitions on death, in language 
always eloquente and often originai. A few ex- 
tracts will illustrate the abore imperfect analysis. 

" There le a rapidity in the conquests of death with 
whioh the imagination can neTer keep pace; there is a ran- 
dom in his cast which defies calculation; and eren when 
he approaches in form, and bis attack is generally, at least, 
though indeterminately, expected ; yet the actuid stroke is 
so terrific and appalling, that the bewildered mind cannot 
readily settle itself down to apersuasion that he is become 
to-day the yiotim of death, who but yesterday sat at our side. 

** My brethren, if I may oharacterize your minds by 
my own, this oonfusion of distress is the prevailing sensa- 
tion bere. Not yet bave we sunk into a conviction that 
the whole is not an illusion; and so ill-prepared are our 
minds for the reality, so completely was the deceased 
identified with this spot, so associated with ali its scenes 
and devotional exercises, and his form and image so 
inextrìoably involved and intertwined with the whole 
system and machinery of the coUege, that though we are 
surrounded by ali the pomp and ciroumstance of death, 
with ali its demonstrations staring us in the face, we yet 
can scarcely reconcile ourselves to the moumful truth, — 
that our venerable brother is dead. He has 'passed as a 
vision of the night: * and yerified to the letter is the passage 
of the scripture, * the eyes that bave seen bim shall see 
bim no more; neither shall his place any more behold 
him. — ^And they that bave seen bim shall say, where is 
he?' Where is he? Gone, my brethren, — ^gone to his 
long home, — gone for ever! That tongue is stiff, which 
for so many years delighted and instruoted ; that eye is set 
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which beamed forth ali the benignity of yirlue; and oold 
is the heart that overflowed with a benevolenoe whiok 
8eoun)d for the deceased the attachment of frìends, the 
respect of strangers, the gratitude and aflfection of the 
youth committed to his care; and, what I trust he now 
experìences to be a stili more yaluable acquisition, the 

prayers and benediotions of the poor 

'* I dare not imitate the presumption of worldlings, 
who prononnce every one to be happy who but dies with 
symptoms of ordinaiy deoenoy. I would not pronounce of 
any man without a eupematural intimation that he ie 
absolutely at rest; because, assnred as we are that the 
jndgments of God are severer than those of men, I wonld 
not deprime the dead of those helps whioh religion snpplìes, 
nor the liying of the powerful leeson whioh borrows muoh 
of ita force fW>m the uncertainty of their lot But, my 
brethren, if the character of an individuai can supply 
subjects for hope; if a life of personal innocence, dedicated 
exclusively to promote the honour and glory of God, the. 
moral and religious education of youth, and the general 
good of his neighbonr; if the example he invariably dis- 
played, — an ezample whioh we ali may well regret, — of 
humility, of meekness, of innocent simplicity, of guileless 
views and unostentatious deportment; of undeviating 
rectitude in action, and cautious management of words; 
of zeal for religion, both in ita doctrines and practices ; of 
genuine piety towards God and unbounded charity towards 
his neighbour: — if the dose of life protraeted into the 
Tiew of death, with ali the comforts that our holy religion 
supplies, and ali the joy and resignation it excites ; — ^if 
8uch oonsiderations can console the survivors, and inspire 
eonfidenoe as to his actual state, — ^then, my brethren, may we 
take comfort to ourselves for the lot of our departed brother, 
and envy ' a death precious in the sight of the Lord.* ** 

Showing that mortality is inherent in man, he 
thus eloquently expatiates: — 

** The objeots around us bave varied, and are constantly 
▼aiying. Within our own remembrance, nature has as- 
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Bumed a thousand different aspeots. The appeaninces oi 
to-day are not such as yeaterday, nor will the forma of the 
inorrow be as those of to day. Mutability is stamped upoa 
ali things. Every leaf that falls from the tree puts you and 
me in mind of our mortality. And, my brethren, the 
generations of man are mutable as these. Ages before us 
have passed away, and we have succeeded to them, but 
wilhout any pledge for a longer oontinuanoe. The risìng 
generation around seem to advertise us that room mnst be 
made for them; the time accordingly will come when we 
also must pass away with the erowd; and it will be recorded 
of US, if even this be recorded, that we once lived, and that 
we died. 'And ali the days of Seth,' says the inspired 
historian with solemn sententiousness, 'and ali the days of 
Seth were nino hundred and twelve years, and he — died.' 
'And Noe lived nine hundred and fifty years, and he 
died/" 

The writer wotild fain convey to the reader, if 
he could, an idea of the impressive manner in 
which this passage was delivered. For himself, he 
can never forget it. The dignified attitude of the 
preacher^ his brìghtened eye^ his uplifted hand, hia 
solemn and sepulchral tone^ and his slow and dear 
enunciation, hroken by pauses which wound up 
expectation and heightened effect^ produced alto- 
gether a thrilling sensation in his hreathless and 
astonished auditory. And now that he too has 
passed away, the remembrance comes down with 
redoubled force and applicabiiity upon one who is 
stili spared to pay this just tributo to his memory, 
and left now ahnost alone of his early companions: 
And thejf that remain of the trees ofhisforest ihaU 
he eofew^ that they shaU easUy be numberedy and a 
ehild ehatt write Aem daum,* 

• ISAIAS X., 19. 
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Mr. Wsbdau MBsn Db. Pabb at Dinnbb— Pubohabb or 

HOLDFOBD FiBM — Hl8 TUBM FOB FaSMING — InSTANOB OF 
HI8 AfFBOTION AMD KINDNB88 — Of BIB MoDBRATION AND 
GoMSlDBBATBMESfl — ^ElOQUBNT AND ImfRESSIYB PaSSAOB 
ImTRODUGED in ONE OF HI8 HOMILIBB — Mb. WbEDALL 

A8 Pbbfbct of Studibs — His Editions of the Douat 
Gbammab. 

Mr. Wbedall was rarely absent firom the college, 
and seldom accepted any ìnyitatioiis to yisit in the 
neìghbourhood. He would occasionally go out to 
dine with a brother priest^ and perhaps meet there 
two or three more of bis clerica! firiends; and 
sometimes he visited bis old and revered friend at 
licbfield^ Mr. Kirk. In Birmingham he had but 
few acquaintances, besides the dergy and the 
leadìng Catholics. Sometimes, however, he dined 
with the eminent phjBician, Dr. John Johnstone, 
who was always called in when any serious cases of 
illness occurred at the college. On one of these 
occasions he met the leamed and pedantic Dr. Parr, 
and was placed next to bim at table. Farr was 
unusually civil and attentive to bim; for he soon saw 
that he had no ordinary man by bis side. The con- 
yersation, however, did not tum on any deep ques- 
tions, either dassical or theological; but Dr. Farr 

L 2 
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in the course of it alludìng to the Catholic Church, 
said to Mb. Wbbdall, in a very pleasant way: 
" You are the eldest son: but we bave the estate,*' 
He very freely conversed with Mb. Webdall, and 
invited him to come and see him at Hatton. He 
enquired for Bishop Milner, and requested Mb. 
Webdall to invite him also. '* Teli him," he 
said, " that I shall be very happy to see him, only. 
he must not get warm, or I shall get warm too, and 
then the house won't hold us.** 

It was in the early part of the year 1820, that 
negociations were begun for the purchase of a 
desirable farm at Holdford, on the road to Bir- 
mingham, and about three miles from the college. 
The want of some land of their own, and the means 
of sùpplying the college with milk, butter, and 
other produce, without being dependent on others, 
and obliged to purchase, had been always felt as a 
serious inconvenience; and as the college increased 
it was a growing evil. Bishop Milner entered 
cordially into the project. The farm, indeed, was 
situated rather too far from the college; but there 
appeared no prospect of procuring any land nearer, 
and it was an opportunity not to be missed. There 
was also another consideration of some importance. 
It adjoined the property of a gentleman who 
owned land dose to the college. There was conse- 
quently a prospect of negociating some exchange at 
a future day, and thus securing some land about the 
college, which was on every account so desirable. 
This exchange, moreover, was actually effected 
eight years after, on perfectly equitable terms. 
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Holdford fiurm was accordingly purchased for 
£4,215, and proyed a yery valuable acqiUBition to 
the college. To Mb. Wbbdall it gave a new 
impulse which had a yery salutary effect upon his 
health, and afforded Imn both occnpation and 
recreation for seyeral years, which proyed exceed- 
ìngly beneficiai. He thus alludes to these effects 
in the paper referred to in Chapter Third, page 
40:— 

" Àfterwards, however, by carefuUy attending to my 
general health, havìng the advantage at college of borse 
exercise, and by the healthy occupation of looking after 
the fanp, and the esternai management of the college 
Goncems, my head and eyes grew rather better, and the 
cyes more serviceable." 

He had.always a great liking for farming pur- 
suits, and with his many other acquirements he 
had, by means which no one could account for, 
gained an extensiye knowledge of agricultural 
matters. 

No sooner then was Holdford farm secured and 
entered upon, than Mr. Weedall began to take a 
liyely interest and practical share in its manage- 
ment. He went down every day when he could 
spare time, and the president gladly ayailed him- 
self of his wilUngness to superintend, and gaye up 
the entire management of the farm into his hands. 
An intelligent bailiff was in charge, and resided in 
the farm house. There was a windmiU near to the 
farm buildings, which proved a convenient and 
profitable appendage. Mr. Wbbdall constantly 
read ^' Cohbett^B Begisier,^^ and of course became 
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well acqaainted witk bis writings on matten of 
agriculture, and widi suoli works as he recom- 
mended. Among these was die famous. treatdse of 
Tuli On JBhrsehoeing Husbandry; which^ with 
Cobbett's own directions for trenching, draiuing^ 
and die cultivation of xnangel wnrzel» dien much 
less understood dian at presenta Mb. Wbedall 
found of great practical utility. 

The farm became bis pride as well as bis 
pleasure; though he never^ for the sake of it, 
neglected any of bis duties in the college. He 
was always pleased to show bis friends over it; and 
when visitors came^ he would generally propose a 
walk to the farm. There was a largo dog kept 
chained at the door of the farm house. The 
present writer often accompanied Ma. Weedall 
to the farm, and on one occasion he asked bim 
the name of this largo and fierce looking animai. 
Ma. Weedall told bim it was called "Rose." 
The writer observed that so sweet a name was 
misapplied when given to a dog, and particularly 
one so formidable. To which Mr. Weedall 
replied, with bis well known smile on uttering 
any little pleasantry: **0 you know, it's a dog 
rose r 

The writer is exceedingly unwilling to obtrude 
bis own insignificance ìnto this biography; and 
will certainly never do it except for die purpose 
of exhibiting the fine qualitìes and yirtues of bis 
friend. There had been an Ordination in February 
of tìiis year, 1820, by Bishop Milner, when Mr. 
Foley and the writer received the Holy Order of 
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Priesthood. In the summer following, Ùie writer 
left Oscott, and certainly ihough he had other dear 
firiends there^ he parted firom no one with so 
mach regret as his beloved and early firiend Mb. 
Webdall. He was also mach attached to the 
college^ and coold troly say» as he quitted his 
happy abode> and his valaed firiend: 

" Sad havoo lime must with mj memory make, 
Ere thtU or lAot» canst fade these eyes befora."* 

But he wishes to record the kind and affectionate 
behayiour of his firiend on that occasion. The 
writer would fain have avoided bidding farcwell; 

" For in that word, that fisital word, — ^howe'er 
We promise, — hope, — believe, — ^there breathes despair/'f 

Bat Mr. Wbedall expressed his regard in the 
most feeling terms j and his regret at the approaching 
separation in the accents of genoine fiiendship. 
"Well," he said, moamfully, "we must ali part 
ere long!" and then he paused sorrowfully, and 
seemed mach affected. When he spoke again, he 
expressed a strong wish that some arrangement 
had been made to retain his firiend in the college^ 
knowing that his inclinations had been decidedly in 
&your of such residence; and then came another 
pause» followed by other kind words of regard 
and affection. 

" The grìef that does net speak, 
Whispers the o*erfraught heart, and bids it break." 

Ali this was too much for the writer's sensibility» 

* Btron,— Lùief to kit Sitter, f Ditto,— Cor«atr. Canto I. 
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and he was forced to retire abruptly^ vrìtìi that 
feeling wHich the poet has so finely expressed : 

" Let*s not unman each other : pari at once : 
Ali iarewells should be sudden when for ever, 
Else they make an etemity of moments, 
And dog the last sands of life with tears."* 

How little did he then calculate that forty years 
after he should write hìs firiend's biography? 

It has been already obsenred that Mb. Weedall 
would very willingly undertake to supply on a 
Sunday for any neìghbourìng priest, in case of 
absence, or illness. The writer had from the time 
of bis Ordination seryed the mission at Stoorbridge^ 
which was then qnite in its infancy^ with no better 
chapel than two upper rooms of a mean house in a 
dirty court, and low neighbourhood, which were 
thrown together under a low gable roof. It was a 
rough beginning; for he had to walk the whole 
distance, fifteen miles from Oscott, every Saturday 
aftemoon, and the same back the next Monday 
moming. On bis leasing Oscott, and for a Sun- 
day or two before he leffc, Mr. Webdall very 
kindly went to perform the duty at Stourbridge on 
the Sundays and Holidays. He continued to do 
so for about a month, tQl it could be senred by a 
priest newly ordained. It was remarked that Mb. 
Weedall did not preach when he officiated at 
Stourbridge, but merely read from the solid and 
practical lessons of Mr. Grother. His motivo was 
supposed to be a thoughtful feeling for the young 
priest who was to take the mission, that he mìght 

AdT. 
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noi be ui^d inoonTeniendy to preaeh, or ezpected 
to deliver fine sennons firom bis ezample. His 
moderation and considerateness in this were noticed 
with admiration. 

He preached» however, frequently in the col- 
lege chapel, and it was always a great treat when 
the opportunity occurred of lislening to his elo- 
quent and stirring discourses. He was always the 
preacher on the great festiyals, and other particular 
days, such as Good Friday^ Candlemas Day^ and 
Ash Wednesday. He did not always give regnlar 
sermonsy but occasionally homilies on the Gospel 
of the day, which, however, he always made very 
interesting. Once when thus homilising on the 
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecoste after dwelling 
for some time on the cure of the poor woman who 
touched the hem of oor Sayioor's garment, he 
qnite nnezpectedly poured out the foUowìng mag- 
nificent passage, which absolutely electrified the 
whole chapel : — 

''The infirmity under whioh this poor objeot laboured, 
is generally of a nature to induce the su£Eerer to conoeal it 
oarefully from the knowledge of the world; and aooordingly 
the Holy Fathers have discovered in the case here specified 
a figure of a certain vice which is shameful and shall be 
nameless, which infects with symptomatic madness a great 
proportion of mankind. A vice which has been the deadliest 
plague to the human race since the dismal age when aU 
fleah had eorrupted iti way, and it repented Ood to have mode 
man un the earth. (Gen. vi.) A vice that perpetrates its 
deeds in darkness, that pollutes the body and defiles the 
soul, that impairs the health, that shatters the very stamina 
of the constitution, that emasculates the energies of the 
mind, and lays prostrate ali the dignity, and ali the virtue, 



120 LIFE OF'HONSIONOB WÉEOALL. 

àod ali the happmess of nùm. A TÌoe that straek dowtt 
the giani strength of Sampson, that conTerted David into 
the destroyer of the brave and continent Urìas, that tumed 
Solomon into an idolater, and the hoary elders of the 
captivity into the peijured accusers and virtual mnrderers 
of the ohaste and innocent Susanna. 

" It reaches from age to age, defying in its virulenoe 
the ordinary powers of eradicatìon. It blights ali the 
loveliness of youth, consumes the very core of manhood, 
and antidpates, as well as aggravates, the decrepitude of 
age. Other vices may he cored by the experience of their 
danger, by the removal of temptation, by the separation of 
the object ; but this malignant vice, when once engrafted 
into the constitution of man, grows with hia growth, in- 
creases with his years, and gains equal strength from. 
disappointment as from indulgenee. Even it survives the 
period of its own impotency, and when every other passion 
lies dead and blasted in the heart, it feeds npon its o?m 
polluted recoUections, and trinmphs in the imagination, 
when age has driven it back from the extemal senses. 
Yes, even at the dose of life, and in the near prospect of 
the grave, when the pnlse beats low, and the frame totters, 
when the head is grey and the front withered, and death 
has marked each limb for its own, — ^nnder the snows of 
winter and the chilling frosts of age, even then do the 
impure fires smonlder in their embera, and casting at times 
a deadly gleam athwart the path of repentance, but only to 
scare the wretch from retracing his steps, until the spark 
of life becoming extinct, they kindle into a demon's toroh 
to light him down to damnation. Hit b(ms$ thaU hefUed 
witk the VMM of hit ymUh, and ihty thàU deep with him in the 
étut. (Jobzx., 11.) 

" But I will dwell no longer upon this hated subject 
*TÌ8 a tale of horror, and I like it not. Tis a mystery of 
iniquity that I fear to disclose. I feel the insecurìty of 
the ground on which I tread; I know the wriggling 
lubiìcity of the monster I have handled ; but the Grospel 
of the day suggested it to my mind, and it is a pastor's 



du^* not alwffjs to be ayoidod. Stili I bave oxUy ^^tched 
its roughest strokes, that you, my beloved brethren, might 
see it, and loathe it, and forget it for eyer." 

It is impoaaible to d^acribe — though the writer. 
so well xernemberB it — the sensation excited by this. 
yery stdkixig aud originai treatment of a sulq'ect $o 
delicate soid difficult I^ waa not only a mas^terly 
piece. o£ eloquenoe, but it w^ deliyei^ed "Vfith so 
vmch anìn^fttiopL, ewphaffis, ^nd exprea^ipi^^ that it 
ca^xi^d away theihearers with i^tenae. interest and 
X^ip^ìiX^f , The preocher prononnced "witìi great 
apiirit wd v^hewi^nce the t^jcUJ^g ,se»teAce in-? 
yoly^ the dismal cqns\um^fttipn« whe^ the ^esi of 
theloathapme ,yÌ9e "JkitM^ intQ.Qdmf^\di ^ch tq 
Ifg^ the Htunef dptfm to, fifin^^H^;'- rajising hifl 
i;ight han^ Ijo, ite highe^t r^aph, w4 U)tV?CT;ig U 
Jff Pgpef fively with the §^,^t^i^e, tìjl ifi p9i^ted do im 
tp til;ie ìji|l|nji^ fthj^s, W^fh.d^jqp .wd teyrible i??p- 
pSWÌ)fPWS?-l! After Jl^f ^m^% the injprRsisiw 
produced was manif(patfjd ^n. A^.Jieww.lwkft.iC^ 
the congregated groups about the playground^ aÙ 
talkìng in amazemént of the striking address which 
they had heard. 

From the tìme when Mr. Fotte was first attacked 
]^yi ,tb^ lafflisting. làalAdy .wl^chi cLosed bis efficiency, 
jat/ the wdi of ithe . yeac 1815>. the • important ofiice 
of ,Prie&ct of I Studia had deyolved ilpon: Mft. 
.l^lbTO^U. « In a^ ooUege .thìscharge is. of the 
greatest importance ; indeed the whcde reputation 
of the establishment must de^end upon ite heing 
ahly aW ^sidupusljf sustainèA, Mr. WeedaiJi 
jTp;aS| ei)ain^jj.tiljr ^%t^^{qxit(,,9J^à discharg^d it, aa he 
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did every other duty^ not only conscientìoosly^ but 
with such ability as to give general satisfactìon. 
Masters as well as scholars carne under bis direc- 
tion in ibis department; tbe oboice of autbors^ tbe 
regulation of dasses^ tbe distribution of instruction^ 
ali depended upon tbe judicious arrangements of 
tbe Prefect of Studies. Ali tbese bad been tbe 
care of Mr. Potts firom tbe first opening of St« 
Mary's College ; but in Mr. Weedall be bad a 
successor folly competent. Mr. Potts bad, in tbe 
year 1810, revised tbe renerable old *' Introduction 
to the Latin Langtuige/* wbicb bad been in use at 
Douay College for more tban a century. In bis 
new edition, be " endeavoured to render clear wbat 
was before obscure or ambiguous, to compress wbat 
was difiìise or redundant, and to substitute for tbe 
obsolete a more modem pbraseology.'' Mr. Potts 
undertook tbis by tbe express desire of Dr. Milner, 
to wbom be paid tbe well merited Horatian com- 
pliment in concludìng bis prefEice : — 

** Vultos ubi tuus 
Affulsit, — gratior it dies, 

Et soles melius nitent." 

Me. Weedall prepared and publisbed a new 
edìtion of tbis Grammar, as revised and improyed 
by bis leamed predecessor, witb tbe foUowing 
notice prefixed, wbicb will sufficiently explain its 
cbaracter : — 

" The editors of the present edition feel confident that 
the merits of this Grammar will continue to be acknow. 
ledged, in the perspicuity of its general arrangement, and 
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the solidity and oompréhennTeness of ito lyntoz. The 
only alteration which it presente wìll be found io coneist 
in the introduction of one new rule at page 80, and in the 
correction of a few verbal inaocuracies or typographical 
errors." 

The new rule referred to the regulation of 
tenses^ when one verb govems another in the 
subjunctiye mood. This edition of the Douaj 
Grammar appeared in October^ 1821^ and a third 
was publìahed in 1832. 



CHAPTER IX. . 

Mb. Weedall made Agting Pbesidémt of the College 
— GiVss' VP THE SpiirniAi. Òabe ot Stubèsts akd 

COMGBBGATIOM — GONTINUEB PBOFBàflOli OF DlVlHChr Alìb 

Pbefect OF Studiss — ^Death OF John Patne — Mb. 
Weedall's Ssbmon at his Fxtnebal — His Inscbiftion 

FOB THE MoNTJMBMT — HlS ExTEMSITE ReaDIMG — GOMSE- 
GBATION OF BiSHOP WaLSH — ^Db. WeEDALL'b SbBMON ON 
THE OCCABTOM — SeBMOM AT THE OPENING OF THE ChAFEL 
AT NOBTHAMPTON— VlSIT TO WeSTOK UnDEBWOOD. 

Mb. Weedall had filled for some time witli great 
credit and efficiency the important offices of Pro- 
fessor of Divinity, Prefect of Studies, and Spiritual 
Director to the lay students, when, in the summer of 
the year 1821^ he nndertook the additional charge of 
pastor of those of the congregation who lived at some 
distance from the college. Those who lived near 
were placed under the spiritual care of the Rey. 
John Abbot; but Me. Weedall, having a borse, 
and being fond of riding, could more easily attend 
to the out-lying portion of the flock, and thus 
combine the active duties of missionary life with 
that exercise which was so beneficiai to his bodily 
health. This arrangement, however, lasted only 
for a short time. Por after the Midsummer vaca- 
tion in 1822, an important change took place in the 
arrangements of the college admimstration. 



A0B 83.] GHAPTEB mSTB* 125 

Mr. Walslij excellent as he was in so many 
ways^ and especially in the spiritual department^ 
was not well qualified for the presidentship of the 
college, and the discipline had become considerably 
relaxed under his administration. He was evi- 
dently not properly aware of the state of things in 
the house; but he had a long conversation with 
Mb. Wbsdall, who rectified his erroneous notions. 
This conversation, however, produced no fìirther 
practical result, than some vague intention of calling 
in extraneous assistance for the prefeotship. After 
this, Mr, Walsh consulted the Eev. William Foley, 
who was procurator, and who had quite determined 
to giye him his opinion imreservedly on the first 
opportunity. Mr. Foley accordingly^advised him 
to resign the active administration of the college 
into the hands of Mr. Weedall^ and to resumé 
the spiritual charge, and place himself nearly in 
the same position as that which he occupied when 
Mr. Quick was president. Mr. Foley could not 
too much admire the humility with which that 
holy man listened to him^ encouraging him to say 
whatever he judged proper, telling him to trample 
on his private feelings, and bave only in view the 
welfare of the establishment. Not only did Mr. 
Walsh thus humbly listen, but he at once adopted 
Mr. Foley's advice, and proposed it directly to Me. 
Weedall. It was at first arranged that he should 
continue to bave charge of the distant members of 
the congregation ; but this was soon found seriously 
inconyenient and incompatible, and the entire con- 
gregation was placed under the care of Mr. Abbot. 
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■ Mr. Wàlst now rèsutnèa the e^ntlre spiritual 
direction of the college^ and'retàined'the ^fesidètat- 
ship ónly nominali)^, wirilè' MR.iV'ÈÉDkÈL bècacmè 
the àòtual president. ' Thùis h'ad 'lihis eicèlléiìt Aiid 
iiidefàtigablè priéèt ^àdùàill j^ ascéhdèd tUroùgh ìàs 
college cottrsié òf nòw eigHfeeh years,'tb the hi^hèirt 
ànd mòsl! feéj^ohsihle officé^ in the' éstàbHshmeìit. 
His elevàti'on iiiras à' sdbjé'ct òf jòy and'bangtatttlk- 
tìon tò the Vhòle" house*; fòlr he Vàs,' àtid always 
had béén, highljr réspèòted àmd sincefely bélotèd. 
Mr. Walsh was èquàlly so : brit" as ali are lìót'fitted 
fór the same thingà, evèry òiiéfelt thàt Mr/Walèh, 
holy ànd amìiableas he was, wòtìld'be'^riiufeh more 
fittingly emplbyed in 'the spiritual tjoncèi^s 'óf the 
college, atid in thè care of the cong^regatìòn attalched 
to the mission of ' Oècott Indééd he himself was 
sensible òf this, aid thus it ià freely stated bf him 
in his fiine'ral oration by the subject of thìs 
biography, that *' in the adininistratibn òf tlie semi- 
nary he confined ' himsélf, hf preference, to tte 
spiritual depàrtmeht, and in' the management of 
that he was suprèmely excellent." It was therèfore 
in no wày disparaging to the merits of Mr; Walsh, 
that it was thought more desirablé that Mr. 
WeedalIì should reKeve him of the tempotal and 
scholastic administràtion of St. Mary's College. 

In fentering upbn the impottant duties of 'the 
presidentship, Mr. WebDall procefeded, ùò doubt, 
in the spirit of that exquisite motto of the Abbot 
of St. Gertrude, àt Louvain, Prossim ìet prosim: 
which may be freely translated, "May I preside for 
tìie' benefit of òthers.'* A mind like his must bave 
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been ftilly conscìò'ds òf'the afduoùs dutié&r n6w 
iìnposéd ilpòn Him, and' eqùaUy of Ae acfeiduotts 
care irequSred of hita. He had wèll'consideted the 
rfpirit wMòIi onght tó animate him ili thè govern- 
inent'of sùch aii establishniènty alid had studied the 
àdlnirafble admonitión of St. B^nard: '^'Erudiminì 
ui jndfcatis terram, discite flubditwrùtn inatres tote 
issé debefe, non dòminos: studetè magis amari, 
qnaiii métni; et ài interdum severitalie opus est, 
patema sit, non tyrannièa."* This, indied, chà- 
fstcterìses most accurately the -whole courde of his 
govismment, to the yery closé of his college life, 
Vhich was alào the end of his existence on eafth. 
His presidentòhip was marked throtighòut by the 
àbsence of ali harslmess and impèrìonsness ;' -he -^as 
mild and considerate, but at the sànie time firm 
and consistent. He knew thatthe stability of his 
government wonld be far better secured- by kind 
nèss, than by severity. He had leamed thatlessoh 

of wisdom eyen from a Pàgan moralist : 

' • - ' . (' ' • » . 

" Errat ionge 

Qui imperìum credat esse gravius aut stabilìus, 

"Vi quód fit, quam illud quod amicitiSB adjungitur."t 

TKSBMTniS. . 

Accordingly he gave himself to his new office 
with the beét'of dispositions, and with evéry quali- 
ficatioD which it required. As he Was now to be 

* '* Receive iattruction, ye who judge the earth, leara that you ought 
to be the mothers, not the lorda of tho«e under you; ttudy rather to'be 
loved ihan feaórèd; aad if Mmetiinés there is «eedof ttfverity,' let it be 
paterna!, not tyraunìcaL" ;S. Bbrnabi^, in Cantie, Serm. 23. 

f The following may give some idea of these linet in English :— 
'* Mach doea he err, who thinks more firm his sway 
To ttudke by itirce, than by affection*8 iray/' 
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tbe general superior of the house, he resigned the 
spiritual charge of the lay students into the able 
hands of Mr. Walsh; and as hìs duties to the col- 
lege would now require bis continued presence and 
attention, he gave up to Mr. Abbot the share he 
had hitherto had of the congregation. He con- 
tìnued, howeyer, to teach Dìvìnity, and to act as 
Prefect of Studies. The college prospered, and ali 
went on with a new spirit and firesh energy under 
bis exceUent administration. 

Among the boys at this time at the college was 
a verj amìable and pious studente John Fayne. 
He had come to Oscott when nìne years old, and 
after a short course, in the latter part of which he 
gave great edification, was carried off by a malig- 
nant fever atthe early age of fourteen, on the llth 
of September, 1824. He died at the farmhouse at 
Holdford, whither he had been removed to secure 
the college from the danger of infection. His 
death caused a great sensation in the college, and 
Mr. Weedall preached a beautiful and afiecting 
sermon at his funeral in the chapel. The reader 
will not be displeased at the copious extracts 
which follow, as they will develope the virtues of 
the youth, while they exhibit the eloquence of the 
preacher. From the text, Wisdom iv., 11, et seq. : 
He to(M taken away lesi wickedness should alter his 
under standing y or deceit beguile his soul, 8fc, Mb. 
Weedall naturally began with some observations 
on the mysterious and impenetrable ways of Divine 
Providence, and then continued: — 

"Of these his unsearchable ways few are found so 
completely to baffle enquiry as those whioh regalate to 
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éàcli one t^ duratioii of life, the time and the mahner in 
which we aie summoned reepectìTeiy to qntt it, whidi 
conoeal the reasons why the ohìld is summoned before the 
parent, thè healthy before the weak. Why, of the two mm 
lahouring in thefield, or of the ttoo women grinding at the mill, 
théoneig tahen, and the other is left. (St. Matthew xxìt., 40.) 
And how it comes to pass that whìlst age and infirmity are 
totterìng through the city, or sinking at the gate in every 
▼arìety of decrepitude, that h^hold it is a young man that is 
carned oùt, the onhf sóhqfhii mother, and ske a widow" (St. 
Luke vii., 12.J 

TUb aUuskm was tlne more felt and admired^ as 
it applied precisdy both to th<e lamented youth and 
Bis -widòwéd mother. 

*< Bnt iar onr mokal hnproTement we are at liberty to 
eonjeetare ; and in tke moumfiiL ease before us.,.yoiir 
feeling» vili oonour with mine, that a happier as weU sa 
more probable sohition oatnnot be found than whaA the 
Wttrds ofmy test supply* He wa$ takm auMy, Ust wieìfedné$B 
should ' aJUer hu undentandimgt aad deont begmU hi$ . soìd, 
F<m the bewitohimg of vanity ohmurtth good thing», and the 
wandering of eomeupiteeneeoverttumetk the innaeeni^tind. 

"Of thiswiteheiy of yanity^ spoken of by the «dee 
iHttn^ whidi is not other than the tem|>4ations and daagerous 
pleasures of life, the authority, the example, and the oorrupt 
maxime of the world ; of the influences it possesses, and 
the i^òwei' it exeròiéès tò subVert góod ^Hni^plés, and to 
debauoh theminds of theinnooent and inexperienoed^iour 
yiHuig fifien^ before us. was d^ply perauaded* . A^d henoe, 
on a recent occasion, as I bave leamed to my own great 
edification, and as you, my brethren, will bear wiUi simiìar 
se&timeAts» whenrbefore'thiBTeiy aitar he «eceinred the 
HolytSacrament of Gonfonation,» heprayed in jtheiartiiisds 
ferroiir of his soni that Oodrwould pennit hi^rtordiein 
his loye and for his^ love*" 

To sectùré this^ as far as he could^ he hàd résolved 
to devote tahn'dèlf tò Gò'd in the priésU;^ state^ aild 
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the preacher thus describes the means he took to 
prepare himself for it: — 

" The time of vacation, so fatai to the virtuous resolu- 
tions of so many amongst you, was to hìm a time of more 
than ordinary carefìihiess, vigilance, and strìct observance 
of his religious duties ; yet not an observance of merely 
essential duties. He was convinced, as we ali should 
be, that virtue will soon decline, if not supported by 
the wholesome discipline of mortification and self-denial. 
Accordingly you will hear with pleasure, and 1 hope with 
profit too, that our little friend pursued a system of painful 
prìvation, whioh denoted a soni more than ordinarily im- 
bued with the spirit of penance." 

" In the possession of such sentiments, and in the prao- 
tice of the little silent virtues just described, this good child 
edìfìed his friends and sanctified this very last vacation ; 
and so fiur ftom lingering on its term, and regretting its ex- 
piration, though he lefb so much behind to occasion regret, 
he purposely hastened his return to college, that he might 
gratify a pious wish of receiving bere the Holy Gommunion, 
on the Feast of the Assumption of our Blessed Lady. 

"With ali this, however, he seems to bave had a 
presumption of a dissolution not very remote ; and it is a 
remarkable fact that he expressed an opinion to this effect 
on a very late occasion to his mother, and Uy some confi- 
dential friends. 

After expatiating on the happy lot of the de- 
ceased^ and showìng how enviable it shonld appear 
to ali presenta the preacher proceeds in this ani- 
mated straìn : — 

"Oh! it is good to commune with the dead. They 
whisper the aocents of encouragement, or burst on the ear 
in thunder. To the just man they say, bejiuHfied stili; and 
to the sinner, Wo, too to yoii, ye ufigodly m«i, who havefor- 
Moken the law of the Most High, In nudedietion, when you 
die, ihall your portion be, (Ecclus. xli., 11.) .. . ••• 
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•( On oiher ooeasions, wben we speak to you of deaUi, 
you deem it at a distanoe, and when we announoe to yon 
ite Fccent vìctims, they are eilher anknowii to you, or 
unseen. But bere death sita before you. It bas laid low 
your friend, your companion, tbe associate of your studies, 
your amusements, your general pursuits; one wbo a few 
days ago was kneeling at tbat bencb wbicb bis coffin bas 
now displaced, and wbo possessed as fiùr a claim to life as 
the bealtbiest among you. 

" Wben we speak to you of deatb, you oonceiye it of 
tbe aged, tbe infirm : and seek sbelter from tbougbt under 
tbe embrace of youtb. But take tbe dimensions of tbat 
coffin! Tis not a roomy tenement. Bead tbe age on tbat 
escutobeon ! 'Tis below tbe ayerage of your years. Tbere- 
fore death is no respecter of the young. To-day fot hm, 
to-morrowfor th$$l 

** Wben we speak to you of death, you feebly incline 
tovirtue; but eitber procrastination deadens your efforts, 
or fancied obstacles discourage. Oh ! if he wbo now lies 
before you bad been so affected ; if he bad deferred to givo 
bis beart tbus early to tbe Lord wbo made bim ; if he bad 
tbougbt to tasto tbe pleasures of sin for a timo, and tben 
to givo a filthy remnant to bis Maker ; if he bad bastened 
to crop tbe wild flowers of youtb, and like tbe foolisb man 
in tbe Scripture, to be crowned wUh ro§e$ before they wUher; 
if be bad tbougbt to abandon God, lest be sbould be aban- 
doned by tbe world, and to scoff at religion, lest be sbould 
be scoffed at as religious; if be bad undexralued piety 
because it is unfeishionable, and bad neglected salvation 
from a foolisb and cowardly apprebension tbat it would be 
ultimately unattainable ; my God ! bow dismal would bis 
lot be now! How wretched bis soul; bow utterly and 
irrecoverably lost !" 

This samtly youtb was buried in the same yault 
under tbe sacristy wbere the remains of Mr. Fotta 
were deposited. It was resolved to erect a tablet 
of white marble to bis memory in the chapel^ the 
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expenae of wliich should be de&ayed etiturely by 
kUschoolfellows. The design fer it was made by 
one among tbem, George Oopldj who vras a very 
clever draughtsman. It is simpleji but very sig- 
nìficant; a tablet in good taste^ surmounted by a 
smeli g]*acefUl nm^ at the foot of which is a lily 
kalf^xpandedj snopped oS, and drooping oyer the 
tablet. Some of the superior» sxiggested appro- 
priate inscriptions; but there was but one master 
9pirit who could bave copceiyed anything so beaur 
^;iful and expressiye a^ the folloinfing cpnpipositLOii,, 
and tbat was. M&. Wsbdall. 

A. XP. Q. 

Jftoet infra ' < > » 

Qnod ib»rtal& habuii 
Joimnes Chr^sostòmas Payne 
Hajns 'coUeg;ii ' egreginm' decfas ' 
. ' Biitfvìfei fltaiMMiin. lenaucbak jviitalifaila 
- Iligemo. ^ìetate pudore 
Insigdìt 
GntiB'ilIo/8Ìii'4QlectiiJi>at Bto ■ • . . 




DìiboItì ytàMtpÓLQ^ pftdiàu 
; .Voti feUciter iwinpoa 
tu Id. Sép: k.tìcdtì.xxiV. 
, '\ . ,¥ixit.aaBdB>vcvuac«yiii..'' 

' ; I . : ■•).'■;( li f '■ ; ' . 

' ,, 'Oh^!thftiiypbra:aad^Oia«gaj. -f ■ > .' I 

Below 119 
'■' '•'' '■■'1fiie'tilòrlrfìriàiàhi8''6f ' " ' ■•.•.,;. 

' À 'diiting^?ihéd?ra^£t o^ tSS'collWdi . ■ 
J' .1: ' ;;;) -^«wig; J»j.-JEpaBÌjihi.g^yf ,ol^ i9,.T|rjtueA • .; ...,( 

For talenta, piety, and punU 

Admirable. ": ! "f • , 1 . , . ,; ) , 

Chefished by hit oompanions, and beloved by Ood : 

' He dadiiad to b» diisolved, that he uMght more AiUy loYa Him. 

. (. ^ ■. .-iTr lo >'iHé'«Éi^in^(éftrfìiWjBr dritti /-'-'^ 'j-M -j-.r..- 

... On the 41th of Septeinber, mjìcccxxzv^ 

i >\ \ 'y..\ < fie'litèa'M yaara.attd sCbonthis. )!> ''.' .'<•■),,/ 

Hi8 sorrowing fellqw^tadenti 

• J 'i''^ ^ •' > ' StMIéfttliiftmOJidpKAt '.'• '.-.'1 -);,..,/ 11 
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An engravìng of this monumentai tablet ap- 
peared afterwards beneath a portrait of this yirtuous 
youthj from a full length drawing of him in the 
possession of Mb. Wbbdall. He is there repre- 
aented as an acolyth in cassock and surplice^ coming 
out of the saactuary of the college chapel^ and 
brìnging away the crueta from the aitar. It is to 
be regTetted> however, that the likeness is not 
good. It is a pleasing countenance, but it does 
not convey the peculiar traits and expression of 
John Fayne. The mouth particularly is sadly 
distorted; he had a small and well formed mouth^ 
and not thick lips. His forehead was broad^ and 
his &ce fidi j and somewhat fireckled. 

It has always been a subject of astonishment to 
ali who knew Mb. Wbedall how he managed^ 
with the continued drawback of that severe affec- 
ti<m of his head and eyes^ to acquire so much 
knowledge on abnost every subject. If he could 
lay hold of any one to read to him^ he was always 
eager to avaìl himself of the opportunity; if he 
coyld econonuse a little eyesight^ he would read as 
long as he could endure it by daylight. He was 
always seen with some hook under his arm^ or in 
bis band. He contriyed to keep pace with the 
literature of the day. Besides reading for his school 
of theology^ he managed to acquire a good know- 
ledge of other books in yarious departments of 
science and literature. If he took a walk with a 
companion^ he was sure to bring forth some useiul 
and interesting paper in a Review, or a newspaper, 
which he would propose to bave read as they 
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walked along. Many an artìde in the Edinburgh 
and Quarterfy Reviews, in the Momtng Coronide, 
and the Dublin Ecening Post, has the present writer 
read to him^ as they went to bathe at the famous 
Bounton Well, or in Perry River^ or when taking 
a healthy walk over Sutton Coldfield^ or going 
together to the Holdford Farm. He was always 
fond of reading Cobbett's Politicai Regiater; for 
though he took no decided part in politics^ he 
admired the manly and originai style^ and powerfàl 
reasonìng of that extraordinary writer. At ihis 
perioda moreover^ Cobbett had warmly taken up 
the cause of Catholic Emancipation, which there 
can be no doubt that he indirectly promoted by the 
papers in his Register, and partìcnlarly by his 
Histary of the Proteatant Reformation in J&fhgland, 
which greatly aided in dissipating prejadice in the 
public^ andthns disposìng the mnltitade favonrably 
towards the Catholic canse. However nnprincipled 
Cobbett was as a public writer^ it is impossible^ 
with any justice^ to refuse the tribute of admiration 
and gradtude to him for his strong and unanswer- 
able argpiments for Catholidty^ framed with so 
much originality^ and expressed in langoage so 
dear and forcible in many papers of his Register. 
Among others may be instanced^ ''To the Hamp- 
shire Parsons,*' — ^*'To the Bishop of Winchester/* 
— ^^To the Eling, on the prosecution of Mr. 
O'Connell, and the necessity of repealing the laws 
by which the Church is established in Ireland/' 
— ^* To the Freeholders of Lreland/' ali which deyer 
compositions of Cobbett*s appeared about this tiine- 
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On one occasiona Mb. Weedall brought into the 
writer's room a niiinber of the Begiiier, containing 
a very strìking article on the Catholic religion as 
well as emancipatioii; and though he brought it 
eTÌdently to haye it read to hìm^ he was so delighted 
with it that he began to read it aloud himself^ and 
went on some way^ forgetting in hìs admiration of 
the paper^ the inconvenience he must bave felt in 
attempting to read it 

Bishop MOner^ feeling bis health dedining, 
had chosen the Bey. Thomas Walsh for bis coad- 
jutor. He was consecrated by bis lordship on the 
Ist of May^ 1825^ at Wolverbampton^ as Bishop 
of Cambysoi^olis in partibus. The other three 
Vicars Apostolic assisted^ with their coadjutors^ 
Dr. Foynter and Dr. Bramston^ of the London 
Distriet; Dr. Smith and Dr. Penswick^ of the 
Northern; and Dr. CoUingridge and Dr. Baìnes, 
of the Western. Since the dreary days of the 
subyersion of ber bierarchy in ibis country^ Eng- 
land had neyer witnessed such an assemblage of 
Bishops on any occasion. Db. Weedall was the 
preacher^ and for eyen montbs beforehand^ he pre- 
pared a most elaborate sèrmon for the occasion. 
The subject was the "Authority of the Church;" 
and he thus ìntroduced it: — 

" On tliis awful and interesting occasion, unknown in 
ibis edìfìce wherein we are congregated, nnwitnessed before 
by tbe msgority amongst us, and unexampled in tbis country 
since tbe days of ber regular bierarcby: — ^wben tbe re. 
presentatiyes of our ancient and illustrìous cburcb are 
assembled to giye effeot to tbe canonical appointment of 
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oar Tenerated Pontiff, Pope Leo the Twelfth,— ^ese pfts- 
sages of St. Paul in bis Epistle to the Epheaìans &t., 11. 
12, 18,) seem to involve a subject most suitable to be pre- 
sented to your consìderation. They display the ground- 
work of the Christian Ghurch;— the scheme and purpose 
of the Divine Architect in the magnificent erection ; the 
materìals of which it is composed; the foundation stone; 
the columns that snpport ita finir proportions : ita strength, 
ita solidity, ita indestnictibility: — spacious and vast for the 
congregation of nations, as the Prophet Micheas had 
desc^bed its prospeotiye grandeur." 

He quotes Micheas iv.^ 1^ 2; and after showìng 
how the Apostle^ in the text from the Ephesians as 
above^ propotinds the general structnre and par« 
ticular design of the Ohurch^ he thus eloquently 
proceeds: — 

" Were the records of this design as scanty and obsoore 
as they are frequent and intelligible, yet a veiy little reflee- 
tion would convìnce us, my brethreh, that Jesus Ghrist, 
being the truth of God, and truth being essentially one,— • 
singleness would be the character of bis doctrìnes, and 
unity the modifìcatìon of bis church. For, in the mora! 
devastation of bis nature, man was as depraved in intelleet, 
as comipted in heart, as ignorant of the truths of religion, 
as he was destitute of the reality of boliness; as misled 
and misinform^d, as deeply and deadly criminal. He 
needed an instructor as much as a Bedeemer: one who 
would retrace the road to happiness, and provide the means 
of attaining it, at the same timo that he repurchased for 
him life and immortality. In this state of utter destitu- 
tion, therefore, Jesus appeared among men, the way, the 
truth, and the Ufe; and whilst, by the blood of bis cross, he 
paid the price of our redemption, by bis doctrìnes and 
precepts, be taught us the conditìons of its application. 
He prescrìbed the extent of submission which the under- 
standing was to make to bis revealed doctrìnes, as exaotly 
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88 he me88ured the obedience whioh the will w&s to p8y to 
hi8 oommandments. He left not these matters to the 
airangements of men. Gaprìce vma not to qualìfy ; interest 
was not to control ; the feeble lights of human knowledge 
were not to twìnkle amidst the awM obecurity of hi8 
reyelations. But aa they were given, ao they were destined 
to contìnue, and so to he received; and he who should 
interpose to add to, or to takefrom, would do it under check 
of the heaviest responsibility." 

He proceeds to hìs professed enqtiiry: '^Which 
of ali the denominatLons of Christians takes the 
snrest way for knowing^ and for teaching the truths 
of Christ and his Gospel." He tries the yarious 
claims of private juàgment, the authority of a par- 
ticular ieacher, of a locai, or natwnal church; or 
finally of some authority stili greater and safer. 
The discourse was very long, and worked out with 
the greatest laboxix and attention; and was certainly 
a masterpiece of dose and cogent argumentation. 

Dr. Weepall had stili to study a good deal 
tot hìs cla88 of diyines ; for he continued to teach 
three days in the week^ taking the dogmatical 
divìnity^ whìle Dr. Walsh, on the alternate days^ 
carried on the class in moral divinity. At the 
Christmas of 1825, he gare up the professorship of 
theology to the Bey. John Abbot. 

The Rey. William Foley had left Oscott 22nd 
October, 1823^ haying been appointed by Bishop 
Milner to the then infiant mission of Northampton, 
including occasionai duty at the baxracks at Weedon. 
There was no chapel yet in that important county 
town. Mr. Foley at first took a small house, the 
sixth below the wall of St» Feter's churchyaxd, on 

N 2 
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Black Lion Hill; and liere lie fitted np an upper 
room which served for a chapel^ tìll havìng pur- 
chased a piece of land some way out of the town 
on the road to Kingsthorpe, he was enabled^ by 
various contributions^ headed by the Bishop's name 
for £500, and bis own for £100, the whole amount 
of bis little savingS; to erect the present house^ and 
the old chapel adjoining. Thìs chapel was ready 
for use in the autumn of 1825^ and on Tuesday^ 
the S5th of October^ it was opened with as much 
solemnity as could in those days be attaìned, by 
the Rt. Bey. Dr. Bramston^ Bishop of Usula^ and 
coadjutor to Bishop Poynter, in the London District^ 
the present writer assisting and arranging the cere- 
monial. Bishop Bramston was inyited to sing the 
Mass^ chiefly on account of bis connexion with that 
neighbourhood^ being a native of Otmdle^ and bis 
family being weU known in the county ; and Bishop 
MiLier readily gave permission for him to officiate 
in bis district. 

Mr. Foley naturally requested bis old friend 
Weedall to preach the opening sermon on tbis 
interesting occasiona and he very wiUingly con- 
sented. He rode on horseback ali the way firom 
Oscott, and reached Northampton on the Monday 
evening. The next day he deliyered to a largo and 
highly respectable audience, among whom were 
xnany Protestants, a very eloquente impressive, and 
appropriate discourse " On Prayer.^^ The sermon 
made a great impressione and was exceedingly 
admired and praised by many sensible Frotestants 
who board it^ as well as by the Catbolics^ among 
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whom were Rev. Dr. Fletcher, Rey. T. M. Me 
Donnell, Rev. M. Trovell, Rev. Mr. Malvoisin, 
Lady Throckmorton, Robert Throckmorton, Esq.j 
the present baronet, and his sister. The nezt day 
Mr. Wbbdall was invited by Lady Throckmorton 
to pay a visit to "Weston Underwood, about four- 
teen miles from Northampton, where Sir George 
resided; and which, beìng an invalida he could 
never leave. 

The Bishop who had officiated, Dr. Bramston, 
went also to Weston Underwood the next day, and 
took the present writer with him in a post-chaise. 
On the way , he spoke in the highest terms of admi- 
ration of Mk. "Weedall's sermon. He particnlarly 
praised the elegance of the language, and the 
gracefdlness of the delivery; but he shrewdly 
remarked how particular the little man was in his 
choice of words, shown by his often going back for 
the exact word, when he had not at first given it. 
This was indeed his firequent practice, and his 
fastidiousness in this respect sometìmes produced 
an effect somewhat impleasing. Mb. Weedall 
having never been at Northampton before, was 
desirous of seeing ali that he conld; and Mr. Foley 
took him to the Infirmary and the Jail, which was 
kept in admirable order by an intelligent governor, 
who was always very friendly and accommodating 
to Mr. Foley. Me. Weedall indeed delayed so 
long setting out for Weston, that when the dinner 
honr carne, he had not yet arrived. This was very 
embarrassing in a house which he was visitìng for 
the first tìme. The company, however, sat down to 
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dinner, and when it was half over, Mr. Wbedali. 
was at length announced. Sir George Throck- 
morton sent word to him to come in as he was^ 
without ceremony, and he accordingly entered and 
took his place, booted and splashed» at the table. 
Bishop Bramston, so well known for loying a joke^ 
after a little while, said to him very archly : " Well, 
Mr. Wbedall, how did you like Newport Fagnell ? 
I always thought it a pretty little town." " Newport 
Pagnell, my Lord," said Wbedall, " did I pass 
throngh such a place ? l'm not aware that I did." 
The company began to titter, when Dr. Bramston 
rejoined: '* Why I supposed you had lost your 
way, and gone on to Newport Pagnell, as you were 
so late." That town was about three miles farther 
on the road: but the facetious bishop supposed 
nothing of the kind: he only wanted to give Mr. 
Wbedall a rub for arriving so late, on his first 
visit to a strange house. Mr. Wbedall evidently 
felt the rebuke, and it must be owned that it was 
not altogether undeserved. 
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The year 1826 was marked by the severe and 
irreparable loss of the iUustrìous Bishop MiLier^ 
who died at his residence^ Giffard House^ Wolver- 
hampton^ on the 19th of Aprila at the age of 
seyenty-three. He was the fotinder of St. Mary's 
College, he had watched over it with patemal care 
and solicitude^ he frequently visited the college; 
and never seemed so happy as when seated there in 
the midst of its superiors and professors. This 
event, of course, entailed the removal of Dr. Walsh 
£rom Oscott, as he now became charged with the 
care of the Midland District; as Yicar Apostolic. 
Shortly after Dr. Milner's death, he lefib the college, 
and took up his residence at Wolverhampton. Mb. 
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Weedall then became absolute presidente with 
Mr. Abbot as Vice-President. He left bis old 
room^ the ^^ calefsustory/' and took possession of the 
two apartments always occupied by the president. 
It may be bere remarked as a general feature of 
bis chaxacter, that though exceedìngly fond of 
neatness, he had never any love of finery, Every- 
thìng in bis rooms was plaìn and ordìnary; and he 
seemed never to desìre anythìng rich or costly. If 
he had any such articles^ they were presents, in a 
manner forced upon hìm by friends^ or parents 
filli of respect and gratitude towaxds bim as die 
guardian of their chìldren. He seemed to b»ve 
imbibed the true spirit of those fine maxims of 
St. Isidore: "Sacerdoti pi© opibns, est virtutis 
omamentiun; prò voluptate^ castitas; prò luxo, 
frugaUtas; prò ìs^tijdsL, eonun quibns prseest ad 
virtutem incrementum."* He was at the same 
time remarkably careful of everything that he 
possessed; bis books^ bis clothes^ bis fiimiturej 
were preserved with a care which oflben appeared 
to otbers too ùx pnrsued and superfluous. But 
tbis attention was evidence of an orderly and 
careful mind^ which embraced everything in its 
comprebensive solicitude. 

Me. Webdall was now become extensively 
known in the Catholic body, and certainly where- 
ever known he was higbly respected. Ali indeed. 
appeared anzions to testify their high estimate 

* The riches of a priert are the oniament of virtue; his pleanue is 
chaatity; hisluxniy, frugality; hia Joy, the increase in ▼iitoe of thoie 
oTer whom he preaideai Sr. Ibidobb, B» 3i Ep> 354. ^ 



AGE 39.] OHAPTEB TEKTH. 148 

of liis merita. A proof of this occurred in a 
notice which he received firom the Secretaxj of 
the ancient Ghapter of England^ \rho \ras at that 
time the Bey. Francis Tuite» that he had been 
elected a member of that honourable bodj^ on 
the 8th of May^ 1827. He was requested to saj 
whether he would accept or dedine the proffered 
dignity^ with the intimation that the capitulars^ from 
the high esteem they had conceived for him, fer- 
yently hoped that he would signify bis acceptance. 
He knew that the Ghapter of England was an 
ancient and venerable ìnstitutionj and had nmn- 
bered among its members many prelates and eminent 
ecclesiasticSj including the late Bishop Milner. 
His actual bishop^ Dr. Walsh^ was also a member. 
Mr. Weedall fully appreciated the honour of 
.being a member of that respectable body^ and at 
once signìfied to the secretary his acceptance. The 
second English bishop after the subversion of the 
Gatholic religion in England, Dr. Smith, was ap- 
pointed at the nomination of the Ghapter ; and after 
his death. Pope Alexander VII. expressly ordered 
that the Ghapter should govem tiU another bishop 
shoiild be appointed; and it did actually govem 
for the space of thirty years, tiU the appointment 
of Bishop Leybum in 1685. The Ghapter, accord- 
ing to the instruments of its erection and confirma- 
tion, was to continue only until there should be 
several Bishops and Ghapters in England; and 
accordingly it ceased to esdst on the establishment 
of the new Ghapters, consequent upon the restora- 
tion of the hierarchy in England. But it was an 



144 LIFE OF MOMBIONOB WEEDALL. [1828. 

enviable disfdnction to bare been a member of a 
body so ancient; importante and venerable. 

On the lOtb of May in this year, 1827^ waa 
solemnly opened the new cfaapel at WalsaU^ built 
by the ELer. Francis Martyn. Bìshop Walsh snng 
the High Mass, and about thirty priests knelt round 
the sanctuary. Mr. Weedall preached the ser- 
mone a very eloquent and well argued disconrse 
on the Sacrifice of the Mass. He \ras fortunate 
enough to rivet the attention of bis audience on a 
subject not very attractive to Frotestants^ of whom 
there were many present; he was listened to with 
fixed attention and great satìsfaction. Indeed a 
finer argumentative compositìon could not be con- 
ceived. The proo6 carne in a steady conticLuous 
stream with irresistible force, and were urged upon 
the mind in language eloquente impressiye, and 
eloquent even to precision. The tezt was : Christ, 
ourptisch, is sacrificed. (1 Cor. v., 7,) 

In the ensuing Midsummer vacation, M9« 
Wbedall made a Ktde excursion, and carne for 
the first time into Norfolk, where he paid a yisit to 
bis friend, the present writer, at Cossey. He en- 
joyed ibis visit very much, though it was but of 
short duration. 

In February of the foUowing year, 1828, Bishop 
Walsh signified to the writer that he considered it 
highly proper that there should be a Vicar General, 
whose authority shoxdd extend over the entire Mid- 
land District, and that it was bis intention to appoint 
Mr. Wbedall to that office ; a measure, be ob- 
served, which he had good reason to believe would 
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be grateful to the clergy and district in general. 
He added that he purposed to give Mr. Webdall 
such assìstance as might enable him to preach 
ofiener in public, and should concert with him 
measures to obtain a better succession of eccle- 
siastics. The appointment was accordingly made 
on the 14th of June following; and Me. Webdall 
was made Vicar General of the whole District, but 
withont prejndice to the jurisdiction previously 
exercised by the two Grand Vicars, Rev. Robert 
Beeston for Lincolnshire, and Rev. F. C. Husenbeth 
for Norfolk and Suffolk, which they were to exer- 
cìse as before. In his lettor of appointment, 
Bishop Walsh commended highly and justly Mb. 
Weedall's great virtues, no less than his leaxning 
and experience. His health, however, at this timo 
suffered considerably fìrom his arduous labours, and 
natnrally anxious and sensitive temperament. It 
was arranged in Febrnary that the Rev. George 
Morgan shonld remain at the college for the ex- 
press purpose of assisting him, as his health was 
delicate, and unequal to his heavy duties. 

Mb. Webdall had so often advocated the cause 
of religion and charity by preaching in the chapels 
at Birmingham, that the two pastors, with the 
Catholics of both congregations, were anxious to 
testify their respect and gratitude to him by some 
handsome present. The Rev. Messrs. Feach and 
McDonneU, with John Hardman, Esq., accordingly 
went as a deputation to him to Oscott, and pre- 
sented him witii the works of Bossuet, and his life 
by Bausset, handsomely bound, in 47 volumes. 
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This took place on the 15th of Aprii, 1828. The 
present was accompanied wìth an address, which. 
was read by Rev. Edward Peach, of St Chad's 
chapel. Mb. Weedall retumed an answer in 
warm terms of gratitude, in which occurred the 
foUowing humble sentiments expressed in hìs own 
graceful and peculiar language: — 

"To an humble individuai like myself, who counts 
but few incidents in an uneyentful life, the transaction of 
this day comes clothed in a character of importance, and 
excites in his breast feelings of deep and more than 
common interest. 

" It would bave been my gloiy, as it has always been my . 
ìntention, that, in preaoMng the gogpel^ I shotdd deUver that 
gospel vnthout óharge, (1 Cor. ix., 18.) But your liberality, 
gentlemen, is so munificente and so far exceeds the merit 
of its object, that, whilst it exhausts my gratitude, it lays 
ground for serious apprehension, lest my very humble 
efforts may be pronounoed to home àJlfready reeeived their 
reward, when they come to be oonsidered in that aWful 
court, where the purest daims will be ligorously sifted, 
and the most indefatigable labourer must be content to 
rank, at best, but as an unprofitable servant." 

On the 8th of May, 1828, the new chapel which 
Bishop Milner had commenced at Wolverhampton, 
but did net live to finish, was opened with great 
solemnìty. No preacher could have been seleoted 
so adequate to the task of addressing the crowded 
assemblage as Mb. Weedall, and he delivered on 
this occasion his fine sermon on Frayer, which, as 
already recorded, he had preached at the opening 
of the chapel at Northampton three years before. 
But he opened it with a new and striking exordium. 
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which the reader will peruse with admiration. The 
text was the promise of the Almigjily to King 
Solomoiij to hear the prayers which should be 
offered in his glorious tempie. (2 Parai, vii., 12, 
14, 16.) After which the preacher thus pro- 
ceeded: — 
•* My Christian brethien : — 
" No scene can be dispkyed more appropriate, and no 
subject be presented more suitable to the ocoasion which 
has thìs day called us together, than that which is opened 
out in the solemn and interesting passage which I have 
just repeated to you. It is oonnected with a description 
of the most magnifìcent erection that man over raised to 
his Maker ; on which were exhausted ali the resources of 
costly labour, of ezquisìte skill, of a vast and unsparìng 
treasury — around which the most tumultuous interests 
had been excited, and on which seemed rivetted in fixed 
attentìon the gaze of Heayen and of earth. Amidst ali the 
pomp and splendour which blazes throughout the descrip- 
tion, we are reminded, however, of the primary andpractical 
object for which so much wealth had been expended. 
Eleyated upon the brazen scaffbld in the sight of assembled 
Israel, King Solomon spread out his hands and thus prayed 
to the God of David his father : BuUdvng I ìuwe buiU 
à house for tky dwdUng, to he thy tnost firm throne for ever. 
(8 Kings viii., 18.) Now then, O Lord Qod of lerael, fidfil 
to thy servant David my father whateoever thou hastpromised 
%tm, and let thy word be estabUahed whioh thou ha$t spoken. 
Is it credible that Ghd shoiUd dwéU with men on the earth f If 
heaven, and the heaven of heavens do not oontain thee, how 
much lese this house whioh I have hvXU f But to this end ofUy 
is it mode, that thou mayest regard the prayer of thy servant, 
and his suppiieation, O Lord, my Ood; and mayest hear th» 
prayers whieh thy servant poureth out hefore thee, That thou 
mayest open thy eyes upon this house day and night, upon the 
place wherein thou hast promised that thy name should he eaUed 
upon, — Whosoever shaU pray in thisplaee, hear thou from thy 
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dwdtmgplaóg, lAat ù, firom Juaven, and show m&rqf. — Forgine 
the tini of % eervatUe, and of thy people lerael, and teaeh 
them the good wag in whieh theg ma^f walk. Let thins 
eyes, I beseech thse, he open, and let ihy ean he attentive 
to the prayer that U mode in thù place. (2 Parai yL, 16, 
eteeq.J 

"And the Lord appeared to Atm, and eaid: Ihave heard 
thy prayer, and have ehoeen ihi$ plaee to myeelf Jor a homeof 
eaerijiee, If 1 shut up heaven^ and ihere fall no rat», orif I 
gwe orders, and eommand the loenet to devaur the land; if I 
eend peetHenee among my people; and my people, npon whoa^ 
my nome i» eaUed, heing eoniverted, $hàU moke eiqtplieation to 
me, and eeek out myfaee, and do penaneefor their moet wieied 
way$, ihen vnH I hear from heaven, and forgvoe their sint, and 
teiU heal their land. My eye aìeo àhaU he open, and my eam 
att/entàne to the prayer of hùn that ehall pray in tku pkuse. 
Fot I have ehoeen and home sanctified this piace, that my nome 
may he ihere far eeer, and my eyes and my heart may remain 
there perpetmaUy. (2 Pand. vii., 12, 14, 16.) 

" Thus was latified the solemn compact between God 
and his people. The object of this grand erection was 
distinctly avowed by ita religìous founder; and the terma 
of the foundation as distinctly recognised and aocepted 
by the Almighty. The nuQetty of the Lord fiUed the 
tempie, and it was deputed thenceforward to be the houee 
of prayer, 

"My brethien, we vie not in splendour with the 
Jewish tempie; we ezpect not, we need not a divine 
manifestation. £ut we daim, and we jostly daim, a large 
benefit in that solemn negociation. An AposUe has told 
ns that whateeer things have heen written, have heen written far 
onr inetruetion: that thraugh patienee and IA« comfort of the 
Ser^tnres, tee might haive hope, (Bom. zy., 4.) Now who- 
e¥er haa bnt superficially examined those Sciìptaies, will 
hfl^re remarked that of the many practioal dntiea thereìn 
detailed, there are none so frequently insisted upon, — 
none, to the obserrance of which are attached such splendid 
assurances of mercy as the duty of prayer." 
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This solenm opening having taken place on the 
day after the annual meeting of the clergy held at 
Sedgley Fark^ there \rere no less than fifty priests 
present in the chapel^ forty of whom knelt round 
the rails of the sanctuary. After the seryicej the 
clergy were gathered in groups about the bishop's 
garden» and ali were loud in admìration of the 
eloquent discourse which they had heard. The 
Bey. James Simkiss» who had so long known the 
eloquent preacher» exclaimed to those around him, 
in his well known sharp and laconic manner: 
^< Fine sermon 1 clever little man ! make him a 
bishop !" 

It was no wonder that with such eloquence, 
such zesly and so much kind heartedness» Mr. 
Wbbdall should have been so firequently engaged 
to preach on occasions similar to the above. The 
Eev. William WiUson, now Bishop of Hobarton, 
had been ordained priest in Decomber» 1824» and 
placed on the mission at Nottingham. He found 
there a poor chapel» 86 feet by 20, and not even a 
change of yestments. On the 28th of Aprii» 1827» 
he laìd the first stone of a new chapel» measuring 
outside 87 feet by 41» which was completed in the 
following year» and opened July 23rd» by Bishop 
Walsh» who celebrated High Mass, with Rev. John 
Gascoyne as deacon» and Rev. F. Daniel» S.J., as 
subdeacon. About ten other priests added solem- 
nity to the ceremonial» and the chapel was crowded 
by a highly respectable congregation. Mr. Willson 
inyited his intimate friend Mr. Wbed all to preach 
the opening sermon. It was within the week of the 
\ O 2 
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Ninth Sunday after Pentecoste and he clioose the 
subject of that Sunday's Grospel, Onr Saviour's 
weeping over Jerusalem, firom which he took occa- 
sion to deliyer a powerful and affecting sermon 
On the Substraeiion of Oracej arranged under three 
heads: I. — ^That this substraction is the ordìnary 
punishment of the abase of grace: II. — That this 
punishment is strictly just:^ and III. — ^That it 
should wam us not to trifle with the graces of 
Heayen. A few extracts firom this splendid sermon 
wìU giye some idea of the power and eloquence of 
the preacher. It has been considered by good 
judges eyen as the best of his sermons. The fine 
yein of theology peryading the practical instmc- 
tion, giyes it a yery high vaine. 

"Alas! mybrethren, the prinoiple is exempUfied in 
the very orìgin of man. Man bimself was but the substi- 
tute for those rebellious. angels, whose defection is said to 
have wasted one thìrd of heaven. And descending in his 
histoiy, we see Noe selected as a child of grace, and saved 
from the mass of infidelily. We see Abraham caUed out 
to be the father of the fiùthfoL We see Jacob made heir 
to the lineai blessing which by birth belonged to Esaù, 
bat which had been bartered awaj by that miserable man; 
and the children of Jacob constituted a chosen nation to 
illastrate for a season the special mercies of the Almighty. 
We see Saul repadiated, and David anointed; as in the 
new law St. Mathias is elected into the sacred college, to 
fili up the place of Judas, who had iallen from his high 
dignity that he might go to his own pUue^ as the sacred 
penman emphatically ezpresses it" 

" Were more examples wanting, how might I refer 

you to the country so dear to us ali ; once an island of 
Saints, when religion flourìshed in primitive purity and 
fervour; when yìitue formed the brightest gem in ther^pJ 
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diadem, and piety was the most valuable omament of the 
throne ; but now become a prey to religious discord, a neat 
of infidelity, and a mere babel of sectarìsm. Yes, when I 
look around me, and behold those sacred edifices, raìsed 
by the piety of our Gatholic ancestors for the honour of 
God, and the oelebration of bis worship ; those conse- 
crated piles, whose venerable fronts, though disfigured by 
time and innoTation, stili bear marks of the golden age of 
Gatholicìty, and attest the religion of the country by which 
they were raised, I smite my breast as I draw the gloomy 
contrast between what they now are and what they bave 
been; and I involuntarily exclaim with the plaintive 
Jeremias, How hath the Lord covered with obscurity the 
daughter of Sion in his wrath!" 

Where so many beautifjol and striking passages 
occur, it is difficidt to select; but the following 
concise exposure and refiitation of the horrid 
Calyinistic doctrine of reprobation pre-eminently 
deserves extraction. 

"Away, then, with that monstrous theology, which 
would make the Almighty the direct author of his creature's 
reprobation; thatmischievous doctrine that some men bave 
been predeslined to gratuitous damnation. Such a doctrine 
is repugnant to the best feelings of piety ; it conflicts with 
eveiy idea we can form of &ju8t God, that he would originate 
the misery of his creatures. It is repugnant, as I bave 
shown to the whole tener of the Scriptures, which uni- 
formly represent the Almighty, as desiring not the death of 
sinners, but rather that they be converted and live; (Ezech. 
xxxiii., 11;) as deaUng patiently for their sakes, not willing 
that any shoidd perish. (2 Peter iii., 9.) WTio wHl have ali 
men to be saved, and to come to the Imotcledge of the tntth ; 
(l Tim. ii., 4;) and who consequently will grant every 
necessary gracé for those desired purposes. Oh yes; he 
has placed salvation within the reach of every one. To 
ali he allows a sufficìency of grace, but ìndemnity for the 
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abuse of that grace he has promiaed to no one. This is 
trae Catholic doctrìne; and I am aure it is reasonable 
doctrìne to connect the happiness or misery of man with 
the use or abuse of bis own free wìU. Not the sour doc- 
trìne of the Predestìnarian, who oonsigns certain souls to 
antecedent and irremediable destmetion, — ^not the un- 
naturai doctrìne of the Antìnomian, who works the dumsy 
machinery of what he misnames justifying £Bdth, and 
saving faith, which, by the way, is not the gospel faitht 
which consists in a belief of Chrìst's doctrìnes, bis 
mysterìes and promises, and from the due influence of 
ali which, aided by grace, arìses real justifioation in the 
soul; but a certain constrained and forcible belief of one 
single abstract point that a man's sins bave been, and are, 
without any assignable cause, absolutely and certainly 
remitted. A proposition which the gospel nowhere en- 
courages us to entertain; a proposition which was never 
embodied in any ancient creed ; a process of enthusiasm 
which supersedes the necessity of ali the salutary dìspo- 
sitions of the heart; which reduces salvation to a mere 
labour of the head; determinìng the future happiness of 
a man by the beat of his imagination; and pronouncing 
him one of the elect, if he can be so fortimate as to 
persuade himself that he is so. AH this may be a good 
test of fimaticism, but it is no test of virtne ; it may mark 
the degree of beat in a foTerish braln, but I am sure it 
cannot establish the purity of the heart" 

On the Snnday following, which was the tenth 
after Pentecoste he preached again in the aftemoon^ 
and gaye a most beautiful and practical discoorse 
on the Gospel of the Sundaj^ the Farable qf the 
Pharisee and the Publican. 

It was expedient indeed for Me. Weedall to 
have the relaxation which these occasionai excur- 
sions afforded him, for his health was evidently 
impaìred and endangered by oyerwhehning busi- 
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ness. In the latter part of the year there were 
yery distressìng account» of his health^ and it was 
considered io be in a very precarious state. In 
the month of January of the foUowing year, 1829^ 
his able medicai advisers Drs. John Johnstone and 
De Lys both gave their opinion very decidedly 
that if he were not relieved firom the Constant strain 
upon his mental powers, there was great danger of 
his becoming deranged. He had always snffered 
from great drowsiness in the evenings, and this 
had much increaséd; but when he went to bed 
he often passed sleepless nights., With ^ this 
afflicting state of health^ however, he looked nearly 
as well as usuala though a little less &11 in the 
face. He was cheerfìil^ alerte filli of schemes^ and 
plans, and hopes for the fiiture. He had suc- 
ceeded beyond his expectations in making the ex- 
change of land alluded to in Chapter Eighth, 
giying acre for acre of the land at the Holdford 
farm^ for land adjoining the college at Oscott. 
Mr. Gough, of Perry Barr, with whom the nego- 
ciation was conducted, expressed himself highly 
deKghted with Me. Weedall. 

Every one, in fact, concurred in testifying 
esteem and respect for him^ and was anxious to do 
him honour. His ecclesiastical superiora Bishop 
Walshy considered it eminendy due to him to be 
distinguished by the degree of Doctor of Divinity, 
and he petitioned Pope Leo XII. to confer upon 
him that dignity^ in consideration of his having for 
many years held the presidentship of the episcopal 
seminary of St. Mary'sj Oscott^ as likewise hayìng 
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fiUed the cliair of Froiéssor of Theology^ and proved 
hìmself by Iiis yìrtues and leamìng, no less than by 
hìcr zeal for gainìng souU^ truly worthy of that 
honour. The petition was presented io bis Holi- 
ness on the S6th of January^ 1829; and the Pope 
at once granted the petition, and wrote the follow- 
ìng rescript himself on the back of the paper : — 

" Die 27th Jan., 1829. 
" AnnuìmuB prò gratia juxta pelila, et necessarìas facal- 
tales oratori Iribuimus ad effectum de quo in precibus. 

"LeoPP.XII." 

This, however, was nearly the last act of that 
Pontiff, for on the lOth of February he breathed 
bis last. The year 1829 was the memorable year 
of Catholic Emancipation. Mr. O'Connell, accom- 
panied by the Rev. Mr. Doyle, and Messrs. Pnrcel 
O'Gorman, Steele, O'Gorman Mahon, Dillon, Bel- 
lew, and others, passed throngh Birmingham on 
their way to London, on the lOth of February. 
They were waited upon there by De. Wbbdall 
and the Bey. J. Gascoyne, from Oscott, and the 
Bev, T. M. McDonnell, and Dr. De Lys, of Bir- 
mingham. This mark of attention greatly affected 
Mr. O'Connell, and gave him particular gratifica- 
tion. The interriew, however, was alluded to in 
very insulting terms in a paragraph in the Bir- 
mingham Journal y in juxta-position with another, 
containing very calumnious reflections on the 
Catholic clergy. Th^se attacks called forth a 
manly and pungent defence from Db. Wbbdall, 
in a letter to the Editor^ from which the foUowing 
extract will amuse the reader : — 
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"The interview (with O'Oonnell) was, and is con- 
sidered by me an bonour, and a subjeot of self-gratulation. 
Therefore I oannot possìbly take offence at being repre- 
sented as having, in company with some estimable friends, 
paid my re^ects to Mr. O'Connell, or, in the moch'heroic of 
th« piece, < attended at the levee of the M.P/ But I oannot 
read with preoisely the same indifference, the gross and 
olumsy insinuations whioh are thrown out against that 
gentleman and bis party ; insinuations which outrage good 
taste and feeling as palpably as they violate trath. * Ali 
the party/ says the extust narrator, * were armed mth pistole, 
which they displayed, as if for the purpose of intimidation ; 
judging from thelr looks we would rather not meet such 
a banditti-looking crew on a lonely road.' On this point, 
indeed, the Editor of The Birmingham JoumcU may make 
himself perfectly easy. I will undertake to assure him that 
the ' banditti-looking crew* will neyer cross bis path, either 
in courtesy or bostility. Bat sbould, perchance, bis evil 
destiny ever bring him into unezpected contact, either in 
by-way or in high-way, I will just whisper in bis ear the 
groand of bis complete security. The 'banditti-looking 
crew ' are shrewd, calculating fellows, andftbey reckon the 
value of the sbot before they expend thelr powder. Con- 
sequently the Birmingham Joumalist is quite safe." 

The letter elìcited a lame apology from the 
Editor. 

When the Doctor*8 cap was formally presented 
to the Rbv. Hbney Webdall by Bishop Walsh, 
on the S5th of Marche the ceremony was preceded 
by a Bequiem for bis late Holiness^ which cast a 
gloom over what otherwise woidd bave been an 
occasìon of general joy and congratulation in the 
college. The installation took place in the college 
chapel^ and De. Wbedall, after receiving the 
ring, cap, and gown of a D.D. from the hands 
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of the Bishop, spoke as follows, evidently much 
affected: — 

"It is incumbent on me, my Lord, to acknowledge 
with gratitude this testimony of approbation ffom the 
Holy See, and the particular kindness with which your 
Lordship has promoted the business. At the same time I 
am impelled to add that I acknowledge it with confusion. 
I feel that the duties and responsibilities of the prìest- 
hood— themselves suflaciently weighty— are multiplied in 
number and measure by this additional honour conferred 
upon me ; and I am confounded by the reflection that my 
capabilities are very inadequate to this increase of obliga- 
tion. There is notJiing, indeed, which I can recognise in 
the compliment of this day, beyond the kind partialities of 
two venerated superiors, and the amiable interest which 
his late Holiness condescended to take in the dignity and 
success of our ecclesiastical establishments. The mention 
of that revered Pontiff awakens sorrow in every heart, and 
throws a damp over the ceremony of the day. Beligion 
ìnourns over his early grave, and the premature event 
which has saddened us ali, reminds me, in an especial 
manner, that fresh and fragrant as might haye been my 
simple garland under other circumstances, it is now but 
the cypress wreath that preaches of mortality. May he 
rest in peace ! And in the prayer of the Ghurch, may 
he who was the representative of Christ upon earth, be 
associated to the company of his holy pontiffs in heaven ! 
As for myself I can only say that my services and my life 
are dedicated to the church. My vows to her are without 
repentance; and although the bonds are stronger by which 
I am now engaged to her service, my afi^ections are the 
same : Si olUtus fiiero tìd Jenualem, oblivioni dej^r dextera 
mea" (Ps. cxxxvi., 5.) 

About forty gentlemen afterwards sat down to 
an excellent dinner provided at the college. Bishop 
Walsh, from the chair^ proposed the health of the 
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new D.D.> and Dr. Wbbdall retumed thanks in 
another feeling and graceful speech^ in the course 
of which he said : — 

" I disdaim, gendemen, any proper pretensions to the 
honour I haye ibis day received. . I am but a thMÌogus in 
di^inity, ìf I may be allowed to ooìn a diminutive. Ànd 
I belieye, gentlemen, tbat I am specially privileged to deal 
in dmimUives. (Tbis bappy allusion to bis own diminutive 

stature greatly amused the company.) But he is tbe 

Dootor in Divinity,* who, tboroughly imbued witb tbe 
trutbs of tbe gospel and tbe maxima of morality, is skilful 
in applying tbose trutbs and maxims to tbe over varying 

practice of tbe mission wbo must be conversant, tbere- 

lòre, witb tbe human beart. Wbo must bave trod its 
labyrintbs ; bave studied its errore ; bave become famìliar 
witb its duties. Wbo must be able, consequently, to 
resolve its perplexities, and to supply ligbt and guidance 
along tbe dubious patbs of salvation. (Gbeers.) Here is 
tbe trae doctor; and many sucb doctors I recognise around 
me, to wbom I sbould be bappy to resign my nominai 
dignity." 

The festivities were exteuded to the studente, 
who had a liberal feast in the refectory. Dr. 
Wbedall and the paxlour guests paid them a 
visit; and the worthy president on his appearance 
was greeted with loud acclamations. Of course 
his health was immediately proposed amid loud 
cheering^ and the toast was given in an eloquent 
speech by Mr. Morgan O'Connell, a nephew of the 
great Liberator. Dr. Weedall returned thanks 
in glowing terms in a speech tuming most inge- 
niously upon the respective relations of president 

* Al he spoke thii, he turned sipiificanUy towaida the Rev. T. M. 
McDoimeU. 



158 LOIE OF M0N8ION0B WEEDALL. [1829. 

and studentB, and ending in these beautiful and 
ìmpressive words : — 

" May yoa be happy in the possession of prudence, 
piety, and ability. May the arenues io fair fame, as far as 
they open, be crowded with yonng Catholic aapirants fit to 
contend for every honourable distinction. (Great applauso.) 
And when, at last, you shall have gained the summit of 
your hopes, may you haye the consolation to reflect that 
your reoommendation with man was your Jiddit^ to Ood ; 
and that every point was earried without a sacrifice of 
moral integrity, or the compromise of a single principio of 
your religion." (Vehanent oheering.) 

The Catholic Journal had been estabUshed in 
the preceding year to promote the cause of Eman- 
cipation by new^ Tigorous, and extensive exertion 
and agitation. But as the day of deliverance 
dawned^ it was announced in glowing and grateful 
language by the Editor^. M. Quin^ Esq.^ that it 
would cease with the number for March ISth, 
1829. ''Our task," he said, '*is done, our mission 
is accomplished, and we retire. Our Journal shall 
forthwith cease; it shaU go, amongst the other 
peace-offeringSy a sacrifice to the Tempie of Con- 
cord. . • .the dignified course is this — ^the Journal 
was the effect of our persecution; with that perse- 
cution it shall cease." This announcement called 
forth numerous appeals, remonstrances, and ezhor« 
tations^ and among them one which the Editor 
printed as £:om a ^' distinguished professor of a 
distinguished Catholic college, who, we regret, has 
deprived us of the benefit which we should derive 
from the appearance of bis name in the catalogue 
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of oTir supporters.** It carne from De. Wbedall, 
who in the latter part of it wrote in his own elegant 
and nnique style, as foUows : — 

" Even for the good of the Catholic eaiué, allow me to 
remark, your retirement is rather premature. After the 
storm is past, there wUl he for a oonBiderable time a swell 
upon the waters, and we shall require the head and hand 
of a jndicious pilot to direct our little skiff aright" 

The Editor, however, deckred that his convic- 
tion of the policy of eztinguishing the Journal 
remained the same, and it was accordingly dis- 
contimied. 

Dr. Weedall's health had happily improved, 
and when Mid/summer arrived, the annua! exhibition 
was conducted with great spirit and ability, and 
elicited the warmest applauso. It was pronounced 
by competent judges the best and most numeroualy 
countenanced of any that had preceded it. The 
company were more select, and Lord and Lady 
Stafford had come from London purposely to honour 
it with their presence. — The exchange of land, 
already mentioned, had enabled Db. Weedall to 
enlarge the "bounds" or playground by the addi- 
tion of that piece of ground preyiously known as 
the ** Grreen,*' an advantage very little hoped for a 
few yeara. before. This was not only a great ac- 
quisition to the boys, but it enabled the superiors 
to ensure a more complete system of discipline. 
After the yacation, the college was completely 
crowded with studente; and Db. Wbbdall*s health 
was much better. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Db. Weedall's Health Sebiouslt Imfaibed — Rbtibeb 

FOB A LITTLE ExOUBflTON — MaKES A ToUB ON THE CoN- 
TINENT — Mb. FoLET PbESIDENT IN HIS AbSENCE — ^Db. 
WbEDALL's ViSITB TO BoME and NaPLES — ^LeTTEBS ON 
THE MlBAOLE OF St. jAMUABinB — HlS ReTUBN TO OSOOTT — 

Sebmons at THE Openinos OF Chafels at West Bbomwich 

AND GbANTHAM — ^PaSTOBAL WbITTEN BY HIM ON GOLLEO- 
TIONS FOB THE DlSTBIOT FUND — ChAPEL OfENINOS AT 
BiLBTON, LlOHFIELD, AND SUTTON GoLDFIELD. 

The year 1880 opened gloomily for Oscott Dr. 
Weedall's health had ìndeed been growing better^ 
biit bis overwbelmìng labours^ augmented as they 
were by tbe steady ìncrease of ìnmates in tbe col- 
lege^ bad made sad bavoc again upon bis bead^ and 
nndennined bis energies so fearfully^ tbat it was 
declared by bis medicai attendants imperatìvely 
necessary^ for saving bis yalnable life^ tbat be sboidd 
be at once relieved from ali application, and sbould 
go away for a time, for recreation and conyalescence. 
Accordingly, in tbe eaxly paxt of tbe year, tbe 
Bisbop carne over to Oscott, and settled tbat Dr. 
Weedall sboidd retire from bis duties altogetber 
for some tìme ; and tbe Vice-President, tbe Bev. 
Jobn Abbot, was temporarily cbarged witb tbe 
office of Fresident. Every one was edified by 
tbe cbeerful readiness witb wbicb Dr. Weedall 
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resigned every thing imreservedly ìnto the hands of 
Mr. Abbot. But he was always a pattern of 
hiunility^ and gained more real respectabìlity firom 
his cultivation of this TÌrtue» so rare in men of 
great abilityj than he would bave done by ad- 
herence to his own will and tenacity in xnaintaining 
hÌ8 exalted position ; for 

" We rise in gloiy as we sink in pride ; 
Where boasting ends, there dignity begins.** 

YOUNO. 

Dr. Wbbdall immediately set out on a litde 
excursion. He spent a few days eaxly in March at 
Sedgley Park, where it was plainly perceived that 
his malady was in great measnre brought on by 
over anxiety and a temperament too susceptible, 
which made bim snffer under every trial more than 
most men would. He spent between two and three 
months away from the college, in visiting his friends 
in various places, with evident benefit to his health. 
He retumed to Oscott in May, so much improved 
in health that he much wished to remain there. 
He resumed his office of President; but the Bishop 
did not consider that he had tàken sufficient re- 
laxation to ensure a contìnuance of health, and 
judged it ezpedient for him to make an excursion 
on the Continent, and stay away even for a couple 
of years. Mr. Denis Shine Lawlor, who had been 
particidaxly favoured by De. Webdall whUe a 
student in the college, and had left it two years 
before, was going at this time on a lengthened tour 
on the Continent On his way to London, in 

p 2 
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May^ 1880, he called at Oscott, where he foimd 
Db. Wbedall in a yery nenrous state, and bis 
physicians and friends anxious to induce him to 
try a change of air, and allow himself some repose 
and variety. He was very unwilling to yield to 
these solicitations, till Mr. Lawlor offered himself 
to be his companion to Bome. It was arranged 
that Dr. Weedall should join Mr. Lawlor on the 
Bhine, who preceded him, made a tour in HoUand, 
and awaited his arrivai at the Island of Nonnen- 
werth, on the Bhine, where the old eonyent had 
been fitted up as an hotel. 

The college at this time was full to overflowing. 
The Midsummer Exhibition took place as usuai, 
went off exceedingly well, and was honoured with 
a numerous attendance of select company. After 
the dìstribution of prizes at its conclusion, Dr. 
Weedall rose, and begged that after saying so 
much for others, he might be permitted to say a 
few words for himself. The speech he proceeded 
to make was apparently not written, but flowed in 
Tery feeling accents from the fiilness of his heart. 
The writer was present, and heard it with painful 
emotion. The worthy president alluded to his 
long connexion with the establishment, which by 
desire of his superior he was now about to quit, 
for the benefit of his health, impaired by his ardent 
devotedness to its interests. 

" You bave seen," he said, "the moss covering the wall 
of some old and venerable edifico ; you have seen the ivy 
mantling and clinging to some antique tower or some aged 
tree; you haye, perhaps, attempted to strip them away, 
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and you bave found how tenadously they adhered, and 
how hard it waa to seyer th^n. In these you bave aeen 
the images of his case who now addresses you ; and from 
them you may gain some idea of what I feel in being 
obliged to separate from this place, to wbicb I bave ad- 
bered for so many years wìtb devoted constancy and 
affeotion." 

The writer profeaaes only to report the sub- 
stance of wbat was said^ as bis memory retains it ; 
he cannot pretend to give it in the glowing lan- 
guage of the able speaker, nor can he convey an 
adequate idea of the deep feeling witb wbicb 
it was slowly and empbatically delivered. Db. 
Weedall^ in taking leaye of bis bearers, carefdlly 
observed that it was only for a time, and be boped 
but for a sbort time ; and ended bis most affecting 
address by wisbing prosperity and peace to the 
establisbment in tbe words of tbe Cburcb, Pax 
huic domniy et omnibus hahitantilus in ea ! Loud 
plaudits drowned tbe last words, but tbe president 
remained standing till tbe applause bad subsided, 
and tben calmly finisbed by giving tbe sanie in 
Englisb, wbicb be pronounced with great emotion, 
Peace be to this house y and to aU that dtoell therein ! 

Tbe presidentsbip of St Mary's College was 
confided during the absence of Dr. Weedall to 
bis friend tbe Rev. William Foley, who broke up 
bis little preparatory establisbment at Northampton, 
and repaired to Oscott in tbe middle of Jidy. He 
bad not sought this arrangement, and it cost bim a 
great deal to leave Northampton, where he had 
now resided seven years, which as a mission he 
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had àbsolutely created^ and fer wliich he had with 
great exertion built a conTenient chapel and ampie 
priest's house. Hìs last letter from this place was 
written to the writer of these lines. '* Open it 
carefuUy/' he wrote^ '^for my heart is folded in it" 
He took with him to Oscott eight of the boys who 
had been under bis care at Northampton» one of 
whom was Francis Amherst^ destined to return 
thither twenty-eight years afterwards^ to reside 
again in the same house as Bishop of the See of 
Northampton. 

Db. Weedall left St. Mary's College in June> 
and proceeded on bis Continental tour. He landed 
at Botterdam, but by some mistake did not stop at 
Nonnenwerth. He was recognised^ however, by 
Mr. Lawlor as the steamboat passed the island, and 
joined by him the next day at Coblentz. They 
stopped a day at St. Goar and another at Bingen. 
At Mentz they passed four or five days very delight- 
fully^ as they were pleased to say^ at the house of 
some connexions of the writer. Thence they pro- 
ceeded to Strasbourg, where they were domiciled 
with the illustrious Bishop Trevem. By an intro- 
duction firom bis lordship, they were received by a 
very interesting friend of bis, who inhabited an 
old castle, situated in a picturesque defilé^ about 
three miles from Basle. They went thence to 
Schaffhausen, and made a pedestrian tour through 
the Oberland: visited the famous convent of Ein- 
siedlen, and ascended Mount Bigi. From Thun, 
Dr. Wesdall wrote to bis present biographer a 
very interesting account of bis trarels. They 
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crossed Mount Simplon, ascended the colossal 
statue of St. Charles^ near the Lake Major^ visited 
Arona, Turin, Milan, Genoa, and Florence. Italy 
and Berne were, of coiirse* the grand attractions, 
and Dr. Webdall had been eager to enjoy their 
glorìes. 

" Fair Italy ! 
Thou art the garden of the world, the home 
Of ali art yìelds, and nature can decree ; 
Even in thy desort, what is like to thee ? 
Thy vexy weeds are beautiful, thy waste 
More rich than otber olimes' fertility ; 
Thy wreck a glory, and thy min graced 
With an immaculate charm which cannot be de&ced." 
ChUde HaroISs Pilgrimage. Canto IV, 

They dìd not, however, reach Rome till the Slst 
of October. Dr. Webdall took up his residence 
near the English College, but in a very comfordess 
apartment. It would be sayìng little to record that 
he was delighted with the Eternai City. To a 
mìnd, pious, cultivated, and elevated like his it was 
perfect rapture to be there. It was his practice to 
read first in Alban Butler's Lives of Saint8, or 
other Works, the histories of the primitive martyrs : 
and then to sally forth and verify the actual scenes 
of their tritimphs and mar tyrdom. Thus he enj oy ed 
the glorious churches which bear their names, and 
contain their relics, the mighty and imposing ruins 
the everlastìng Colossemn, and especially the Cata- 
combs. His letters from Rome gave glowing 
descriptions of these interesting objects, and of the 
pleasure and edification which he derived from 
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them. He especially remarked upon the air of 
religìon, whìch was every where breathed in 
Bome, how ali was coxmected with religione and 
hayr beantifully every inddent and act had reference 
to it. HÌ8 health soon began to ìmprove : bis niìnd 
was relieved of that '' daìly solicitude*' wbìcb had 
so long oppressed it; and every scene aronnd him 
now inspired pleasure and animation. 

The short pontificate of Pope Pius Vili., of 
one year and eight months, was conduded by bis 
holy death on the SOth of November in this year^ 
ISSO. Dr. Weedall took bis part in preachìng a 
series of English sermons, which were delivered in 
the Church of Santa Maria de Miracoli, and made 
a beautiful allusion to this event in one of these 
sermons in Advent, from which the reader wiU 
peruse with pleasure the following extract: — 

"Death indeed has been dealing in " the high place :" 
he has struck the dome of the Christian Gapitol ; and at a 
single blow, aimed with a doublé purpose, he has levèlled 
in the dust the Pontiffand the Prince ! A voice kath bem 
heard an high, lamentation and moumi$ig and weeping. (Jer. 
zzi., 15.) Rome and her senate, not less than the Churoh 
and her children, bave moumed the loss of a common 
father ; and the city has wìtnessed an entire population 
thronging around the holy altars to supplicate the God of 
meroies in behalf of the departed soni. We take comfort 
in the hope that these suffrages have been either heard or 
anticipated; and that he, who was the representatÌTe of 
Jesus Ghrìst upon the earth, has been associated to the 
company of his holy predecessors in heaven. In this con- 
soling view of the subject, we may see matter of congratu- 
lation as well as of condolence. The rictory of death is 
&e trìuroph of religion. And on the very toxnb of her 
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Pontiff, the Ghuroh, '' aa a gìanC wìll be saen to " tefteàx 
ber race," and renew her ancieat charter of immortality. 
Thus whilst kings and dynasties tumble around her, and 
earthly thrones totter in the upheaving of nations, she 
heeds not the volcano that spreads desolation abroad ; but 
aafe on that rock, on whioh her divine arohitect placed her, 
she smìles at the " Gentìles' rage, and the vain devices of 
the people;" and as fast as her chiefe drop into the grave, 
she beholds another length added to that chain of apos- 
tolica! suocession. the first link of which descended from 
heaven, and the last link of which shaU be rivetted there. 
These, my brethren, are topica of profitable reflection; but 
thej bave probably suggested themselves as forcibly to 
your minds, as they produoed, I aoknowledge, a 'deep 
impression upon mine. Moreover, it is not my province 
to dwell upon them offiaiaUy ; I glance only at the passing 
arguments of our common mortality to remind each one 
bere present to "take order to bis own house," and to 
exhort you more eamestly with the Baptist in the Gospel : 
" to prepare the way of the Lord, and make straight bis 
paths." 

He wrote a very amusing letter to the Editor 
of the Cathólic Magazine, who was bis old and 
valued friend, Rev. T. M. McDonnell, which ap- 
peared in the Aprii number of that periodical, and 
which is too neh to be withheld from the reader: — 

"The Bomans appear uniformly to be pleased with 
and attached to their Government. Bome is at this time, 
leaving the noise of the Camival, the quietest place in 
Europe. I wonder that the English papere bave not feibri- 
cated a conspiracy cut of a good practical joke that was 
played by some wags upon the Cardinale towards the dose 
of the Conclave. I suppose the fellows thought that if 
there was no Pope there would be no Camival, and were 
therefore desirous of hastening their deliberations. They 
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aocordingly contrìved to lay in some part of the premises 
two large fire balla with a train so calculated as to bum 
half an bour before explosion. About half-past nine at 
night tbese balls burst with a tremendous explosion. The 
Oardinals were ali roused. The alarm beli rung, the drums 
beat to arms, troopers buclded on their cuirasses, Swiss 
guarda sallied forth in slashed wooUens and red stockings. 
There you might see the Enave of Clubs, the King of 
Hearts, and, the Jack of Trumps trotting through the courts 
and purlieus of the Palace, feeling with one band if their 
heads were on their shoulders, and grasping their halberds 
with the other, to strike down the villainous Guy Fawkes 
with bis lanthom and matches. They found» howeTor, no 
Guy Fawkes; but they found the smoking tinder, that 
indicated squibs and crackers. Whereat they being satis- 
lied, and having taken due cognisance of the same, the 
senator and ali bis men, having marched up the bill, 
marched back again ! I And so ends my epic and my 
lettor." 

Soon after the election of Pope Gregory XVI., 
which took place on the Feast of the Purìfication 
of the B. V. Mary, the revolutionary spìrit began 
to appear in Italy, first at Modena, then at Bologna, 
and next at Petaro and Sìnigaglia, which drew 
forth an early proclamation from the new Pope on 
the 9th of February. This revolutionary move- 
ment originated in a few of the higher classes, and 
the lawyers, but 

" Some watchword for the fight 
Must vìndieate the wrong, and warp the right, 
Beligion — ^freedom — ^vengeance — what you will, 
A word's enough to raise mankind to kill ; 
Some factious phrase by cunning caught and spread, 
That guilt may reign, and wolves and worms he fed!" 

Lara, Canto II, 
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Db. WBK>ALt BattiràUy began to feel wieasj 
at the state of affairs, and if hìs mìnd was not at 
ease^ bis health was not likely to mend, but to be 
forther endangered. Mr. Foley> therefore^ wrote 
to bìm to invite hìm to return. But in a short time 
the reyolatLonary moyements were at an end, and 
lawfol authority was restored in the Papal States. 
Meantime^ Db. Wbbdai,l made a jonmey to 
Naples^ principally with a yiew to witness the 
prodigy of the lique&ction of the sacared blood of 
St. Januarius^ whidi, to use bis own words, '' has 
been the subject of such idle declamation among 
Protestant trayellers, and of tinworthy subterfuge 
with many Catholic writers.'' He was present on 
the feast of the translation of the relics of St. 
Jannaiius^ which ìs kept on the first Sunday of 
May. He was in the sanctuary, and so dose to the 
sacred phial^ that he conld not bave seen it more 
distinctly if he had held it in bis own band. He 
witnessed the liqaefsu^tion of the sacred blood in 
the evening before the feast^ again on the moming 
of the feast^ and a third time on the next day, 
Monday. The reader must be referred to Db. 
Wbbdall's beautiful lettor, which appeared in the 
July numbcr of the Capite Magazine for a long 
and circumstantial account of ali the particulars of 
these prodigies, which he witnessed, and which he 
tbere detaUs in the clearest manner, and supports 
with the strongest arguments. 

Neyertheless bis admiràble letter was destìned 
to be the subject of ^' unworthy subterfuge" firom a 
Catholic wriler of great leaming and distmctionj 
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who raised objectìons to it in a letter in the same 
Magazine, signed H. T., and suggested the possi- 
bility of its being a mere physical occnrrence in 
accordance with the known laws of nature. This 
brought forth other writers on both sides, and the 
controyersy was kept up in seyeral nnmbers of the 
Magazine^ whìch Dr. Wbedall had no oppor- 
tnnity of seeing tìll his return to England. Aa 
soon after that^ however* as he could find leisure^ 
he wrote a very long argumentative letter in the 
number for March, 18S2, answering clearly and 
carefully ali the difficulties which the seyeral oppo- 
nente had suggested, and supporting his answers 
with abundant testimonies from most yaluable au- 
thorities. Whoeyer is desirous of sifdng this 
question thoroughly, will find it yery temperately 
argued, and leamedly treated, in this elegant and 
elaborate letter of De. Wbedall. 

At the end of August, 1831, Mr. Foley lefit 
Oscott, and retumed to his mission at Northampton. 
The Bey. Robert Richmond acted as President in 
the interrai before the return of Db. Wbedall, 
who arriyed on the 18th of Noyember, in renoyated 
health, and good spirits, and resumed his president- 
ship to the great Joy of the whole college. He was 
now forty-three years old, in the prime of life, and 
much better in health than he had been for seyeral 
years. StiU it must not be inferred that he was 
entirely free from his chronic and constitutional 
aìlments; but he was in comparatiye case with 
regard to them. He resumed his former habits 
with his wonted energy and actiyity, and what time 
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he couid spare firom the internai administration of 
the college^ he devoted as before to the care of the 
farm^ thereby combinìng nsefìil occupation with 
necessary exercise and relaxation. 

The college was again blesaed with hìs eloquent 
and impressÌTe preaching; and with bis usuai zeal 
and readìness to obligè any of bis clerical frienda, 
he preached on particular occasions in the neigh- 
bourhood. Thus he delivered one of bis most 
powerful and conyincing sermons^ On the Gatholie 
CAurch as the infalKòh guide to truth and aalw^' 
tion, at the opening of the new chapel at West 
Bromwich^ November 21st^ 1832. This edifice 
had been raised at the expense of the H^n. and 
Bey. George Spencer^ who was appointed to the 
paatoral care of this infÌEmt mission. Db. Wbedall's 
sermon had been first preached at the consecration 
of Bishop Walsh in 1825^ as mentioned in Chapter 
Ninth^ where some extracts and an account of its 
contents bave been given. 

On the Ist of May, in the foUowing year, 1833, 
the new Catholic Church at Grantham was opened, 
which had been buìlt at the sole expense of the 
Bey. T. P. Tempest. On this occasion, Dr. Web- 
ball deliyered ayery fine argumentatiye discourse 
to a nnmerous and respectable congregation, on the 
mystery of the Blessed Trinity. He had preached 
Ibis first at Oscott, in the year of bis ordìnation to 
tìie priesthood, and also later on at Stafford, on 
occasion of the opening of a new organ. It is a 
noble composition, worthy of its profound and 
mysterious subject; and any attempt to anaiyae it 
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here wonld only do injustice to its ìmpressiye 
character and masterly eloquence. 

On Sunday^ the S5th of Angust, 1838, a pastora! 
was read in ali the chnrches and chai^els of the 
Midland District from the Bishop^ Dr. Walsh^ 
showing the necessity of coUections for the exten- 
sion of onr holy relìgion and the snpport of its 
mìnisters. As it is known to haye been written by 
Dr. Wbepall^ at the reqnest and in the name of 
the Bishop^ it claims a notice in this biography. It 
ìs an admirable exampie òf bis elegant, concise» 
and persuasive style. After aclmowledging with 
gratitade the impulse given to religion by Dr. 
Mìlner^ and the cordisi co-operation of the clergy 
and laity in the good work^ the pastora! proceeds : — 

" We do net annomice to you, beloved childien, that 
ihese several sources are drìed up. On the eontiaiy, we 
believe that they will continae to flow as they have usaaUy 
flowed. But streamlets cannot saturate a desert ; neither 
can the benevolence of comparatively a few iudividuals 
snpply the ìncreasing wants of increasing eongregatìons ; 
neither woald it he reasonable to caleuLite upon it; as 
ameasonable to ezpect it from the neh slone, as it wonld 
be unjost to look for it from the poor alone.^....... 

" Bat...beloYed chìldren, we must remodel oor system, 
and adopt some pian of contrìbution which shall be both 
more efi&cient and less invidious than the one wfaich has 
ùsually been adopted. We cannot snffidently express to 
you the grief of our hearts to see our beloved clergy foioed 
to quit their rising flocks for weeks and months to roam over 
the country in search of means to ereot a house, a school, 
a chapel ; enconnterìng difficulties unsuited to their habits, 
rebukes ill-befitting their character, impairing their health, 
retuniìng, perhaps, with just suffident to oommit them to 
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ihe work, and not suffioient to dear the undertaking, the 
seeds of bittemess Ìhu8 thiokly sown, and many years of 
iheir Talnable lives oppressed with pecuniary embarrass- 
mente, anxiety, and secular trouble." 

The pastoral then derelopes a pian for monthly 
collections^ which was fotind eaay and practical^ 
and yery effective; and which would always be 
steadìly productive of immense adyantage^ ìf pnr- 
sued regularly and perseveringly. Thus were the 
talenta of Db. Wbbdall tumed to profit in a 
varìety of ways^ as well by bis own zeal and inge- 
nnity^ as by the judidous reqnisition of bis eccle- 
siàstical superìor. 

The reader wìll not be wearied with the records 
of so many openings of chapels^ because they afford 
opportnnities of exhibitìng various examples of 
that pulpit eloquence for which the subject of this 
biography was so distingaìshed. On the llth of 
September^ 1834^ was opened the chapel of the 
Holy Trìnity^ at BUston^ which owed its erection 
maìnly to the awful scourge of cholera^ which had 
depopnlated whole streets in that densely crowded 
town, and had been foUowed by numerous conyer- 
sions, in consequence of the heroic self-devotion of 
the Catholic dergy of the neighbourhood, who 
zealously gave their labonrs among the sick and 
dying at the hazard of their lives. The conse- 
quence was that money was liberally subscribed, 
and a spacious chapel speedily erected, of which 
the zealous and respected Bey. Thomas Sing, now 
Canon of Nottmgham, was the pastor. Db. Wbb- 
PALL preached at the opening bis beautiful sermon 

a 2 
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O» #A0 substraction of Orace^ which he had delivered 
at the Nottmgham opening already described, but 
he pre&ced ìt with this new and somewhat staxtling 
exordium: — 

" And some saying of the tempie^ that it wae adomed with 
goodly stones and gif te j he said : These things which you tee, 
the days wiU come, in whioh ihere $haU not he Ufi a stone upon 
a stone that $haU not ìfe thrown down. St. Luke xxi., 6, 6. 

" These may seem melancholy words with which to 
greet you on this joyful occasion, and they would really be 
melancholy words, if their applicability were literally and 
clearly established. But my meaning is not so. I stand 
forth no prophet of evil. Bather I prognosticate from this 
eventful day the accession of glory to God, of peace and 
charity and good wìll to men. When I refer to the second 
tempie therefore, I refer to it not as the parallel of our 
own, either in its goodly form, or its doleful destiny. Our 
little unpretending edifico has been raised by exertions too 
pure and holy, and will be senred, I am sure, by a zeal too 
ardent and too devoted, that I should predici its speedy 
diasolution. Bather may I predlot, if I rightly read the 
augury, that as long as its perishable materials may be 
calculated to enduro, so long will it stand the guide of the 
wandering Christian, the light to the erring soul, the 
asylum of the wayfaring penitent, the comfort of the poor 
man when he has none to befriend him, the balm and 
refreshment of many a bleeding heart. 

" Then why bave I commenced in a tono of sadness, 
and why bave I selected the painful scene which the 
words of my text represent ? It is because I consider this 
building as a building of mercy, because I consider these 
days as days of visitation, days in which graces indeed are 
offered to many, but in which also by many those graces 
will be rejected ; and henoe, my beloved brethren, as the 
rejection of grace forms a fearful infidelity, and involves a 
possibility of that grace being never again presented, I 
bave thought it by no means inappropriate to the object 
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of ovr meetiiig to lay before yom ìIiìb most mysterioi» «nd 
moet awM tetare in tlie sopematazsl eoonomy of GK>d*8 
provìdenoe, namely,— the dìstribation and aabstnetìon 
of gnce.* 

Qn September 2Srd^ on occasioii of the re- 
openiiig of the chapel at lichfield^ enlaiged and 
renewed in the Gothic stjrle by gieat exertions on 
the part of the Kev. John Kixk^ so long its 
respected paator. Db. Webdall snng the High 
Massy ooTom pomHJice^ the Bt. Sey. Dr. Walsh 
attending, with about twenty priests^ and a lu^dd^ 
aigomentadre^ and pathetic sermonbeing pieached 
by the ReT. T. M. McDonnell on the Beai 
Presence and the Mass. 

In the followìng week^ on the Slst of October, 
Db. Wsedall preached at the opening of the new 
chapel of the Holy Tnnity at Sutton Coldfield, near 
the college. He deliyered the grand sennon on 
the mystery of the Blessed Trinity^ which he had 
preached at Grantham, of which mention has been 
made in the present Chapter. 



CHAPTER XII. 

NsGGBssnT OF A Nbw Golleos — The Building Commkncwd— 
Pastobal fob Gollbctions Wbitten by Db. Wbedall — 
His AcrrvE Supbbintendeece of the New Building — 
FiBBT Stone of the New Ghafbl Laid — ^BisHOP Walsh's 
JouBNET To Home — Giboulab of Db. Weedall as V. G. 
ON THE New Mabbiage Aot — ^Blessing of the Ghafbl 
Bell — ^Db. Weedall's Addbesb on the Occaeion — Gon 

SECBATION AND OpENING OF THE NeW GhAPEL — ^Db. 

Weedall's Sbbmon on the Day of Ofening. 

The reader will remember that Db. Wsbdaix^ 
when instaUed as Doctor of Divinity^ protested 
fervently that his services and his life wer e dedicated 
to the Chnrch. He was now called upon to devote 
them in a way more decided than ever. The 
college under his able presidentship had gene on 
steadily increasìng in nnmbers and repntation; and 
it had become qnite necessary to previde more 
extensive accommodation for its members^ as well 
as increased means for the developement of the 
Tarions branches of religions and secular edncation. 
The first idea entertained was to pnrdiase some 
large mansion snfficiently commodions, with a cer- 
tain qnantity of land attached. With this yìew 
Dn. WssDAix and Mr. Foley had actnally gene 
together to examìne a house and estate in Leicester- 
shire^ whìch had long been offered for sale. It 
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would haye been dìfficult^ howerer, to find any 
building Btiitable for a large collegiate establish- 
ment^ which had not been built for some such 
purpose; and^ therefore, it was considered more 
desirable to build^ if possible^ a new college. It 
happened most opportunely tbat a &rm was for 
sale at this time on Sutton Coldfield^ only two 
miles from the college. This was pnrchased, and 
steps were inunediately taken to procure contribu- 
tions for erecting a new college on a scale not 
merely proportioned to the actoal wants of the 
ezisting establishment, but calculated for its future 
deyeloi>einent and ezpaBsion. 

The Bey. Jno. Kirk, of lichfield, who well ^ 
understood the reqidsites for a college and semìnary, 
and took the most liyely interest in the estabìishr 
ment at Oscott, had, in concert with Mr. Potter, an 
architect at Lichfield, prepared a regular pian for 
the erection of a new college. He brought this to 
Oscott, and so powerfuUy urged its suitableness, 
that the Bishop and Dr. Weedall, with the other 
superiors, were induced to adopt his pian, and the 
project was at once set on foot with the Bishop's 
authority. This was early in the year 18S5; when 
a statement was extensiyely circulated by the Bishop, 
detailing thereasons for the proposed new building, 
and explaining the pian for its erection. The 
indispensable necessity for a new college had been 
represented to the clergy by Bishop Walsh, at their 
annual meeting at Sedgley Park, and by them 
receiyed yery cordially. Contributions soon began 
to flow in from ali quarters, and the building was 
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€ommenced tmder the happiest auspices. So much 
was the want of accommodation felt at the old 
college^ that the works of the new building were 
pushed forward with the greatest energy and 
activity. Thiis by the month of October, the 
edifice had proceeded as far as the top of the orìel 
window in the centre tower; one side of the quad- 
rangle had its timbers up for the roof, and the 
other was ready. 

The Lenten Fastoral of the year foUowing, 
1836, was written in the Bishop's name by Db. 
Weeoall, and was chiefly an eamest appeal to the 
faithful in behalf of the new college. The foUowing 
extract will be read with interest : — 

" To that admirable bishop, the late Bight Bev. Dr. 
Milner, to his energy, influeuce, charìty, and zeal, we are 
indebtedfor the only seminaiy we at present possess. 
Small as it is, and unequal to the growing wants of the 
district, you know, beloved children, how efficient ìt has 
generally been in the cause of religion, and how many 
indefatigable missioners it has sent forth among you. We 
trust that the spirit of its founder is stili upon it ; that his 
piety animates its members, and that there lives within 
its endosure a precious germ, which, when transplanted to 
a more &Toarable spot, will develope its latent TÌrtues, 
and fili the land with holy pastors, to feed and eztmd the 
fold of Ghrist. 

"But then our hopes rest on its removal. This^ 
policy and prudence suggest, and religion demands. It is 
too straitened in its present position to answer the por- 
poses of its originai destination ; and though in another 
character the house may be made serriceable to religion, it 
is impossible to continue it any longer as the Seminary of 
the District. We eamestly therefore commend our new 
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undfittakiiig to yonr piova beneTolenoe. Bui in maldng 

this appeal, beloved ohildren, we deprecate the odium 
which often ui^jastly attaches to such applications. We 
fain would hope that the ground on whioh we stand is too 
high to be Bubject to unworthy imputation. In a work of 
8uoh magnitudo, and ofsQoh vast importance to religion, 
great means are assuredly required. But we do not look 
for assistance commensurate with the entire undertaking ; 
nor do we ask anything from others until we bave heayily 
taxed our own resources, and brought up the building to 
that point, when the possibility of completing it becomes 
as obvious, as its utility and neoessity bave long been clear." 

The coUections proved hìghly satiafactory ; but 
a very laxge aum waa requisite for ao great an 
undertaking^ and therefore applications were per- 
seyeringly made in ali directìons for aid^ which^ it 
is gratifying to record, were in general very libe- 
rally anawered. Dr. Wbbd all gave himaelf heart 
and soul to the building. He knew the vaatnesa 
and the importance of the undertaking, and how 
much its aucceas must depend upon his own 
nntiring auperintendence. He waa every day on 
the spot, examining the worka, looking after the 
workmen, directing and adviaing, and leaying no 
part of the edifice deprived of hia careM attention. 
He took great delight in conducting hia fiiends 
over the building: it waa amuaing to aee how 
nimbly he trotted about, and with what agility and 
aelf-poasession he would atep over the raftera, 
where his visiterà often could not venture to walk 
at all. He had grown perfecdy £uniliar with 
ladd^ra and narrow timbera, and felt no dizzineaa, 
nor. aenae of danger. He und^ratood the mo^t 
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mmnte details of the eztensiye erecdon; a&d he 
explamed them, and adrerted to the progress 
made, with artistic predsion and perfect enthu- 
siasuL Those who have at any time been engaged 
in lai^e boìldìngSj and know how mach snch works 
depend for proper execution on Constant super- 
Yision, wìU best appredate ali tfais deroted attention 
on the part of Db. Wssball, and understand how 
much the new college was indebted to his care^ and 
sealj and assiduity. 

In the sprìng of 1836^ the building was so £u: 
advanced, that it was tbne to commence tìie chapel 
of the new college. Accordingly the first stone 
of it was hdd with great solemnity^ and strictly in 
accordance with the form jMrescribed in the rituale 
by Bishop Walah on the 28th of Aprii. He 
was attended by aboat thirty priests^ and the 
Bey. T. M. McDonnell^ by desire of the Bishop^ 
delÌTered a yery beantìful and appropriate address 
on the occasion, firom Apocalypse xxi., 3 : Iheard 
a ffreai voice from the thrane, 9aying: Bekold the 
taòemade of Ood with men, and he shatt dwM 
with them. 

For want of snfficient accommodatkm in the old 
college^ it was resolyed this year to hold the Mid- 
snmmer Ezhibition in a room of the new building 
which wa» intended fon the Kbrary. The experi- 
ment^ it was eonsidered, would also senre to 
angment the interest felt in the adyaneement of 
the new edifiee. The library was accordingly fitted 
up temporarily with Windows for the occasiona and 
decorated yery tastefvdly with lanrek and* flora! 
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devices. The day was unfortonately one of almost 
incessant rain ; but the company nevertheless was 
very nomerous^ nearly 200; the attendance^ no 
doubt^ being increased by the novelty of the occa* 
sipn. 

In the foUowing year^ 1837^ Bishop Walsh 
left England in Aprila in company with Bishop 
Grrìffiths, the Vicar Apostolic of the London Dis- 
trìct, on a jonxney to Rome. Da. Weedàll in 
the meantime had charge of the District^ as Vicar 
General^ and in that character issued, on the S2nd 
of June, an important document in consequence of 
the New Act of Parliament legalising Catholic 
Marrìages under certain regulations. In the ab- 
sence of any particular instructions from the Bishop, 
but *^knowing sufficiently bis general sentiments," 
as he observed, he adopted as the rule for the 
Midland District, *'the judicious views and regula- 
tions" of Dr. BaineSj the Vicar Apostolic of the 
Western District, and these he set forth oflSicially 
in a circular letter to the clergy of the Midland 
District. The regulations need not bere be re- 
peated^ as they bave long been familiarly known 
and acted upon; but it may be well to note the 
foUowing injunctions as of great consequence: — 
First, that the declarations required to be made by 
the parties at their marriage must be made after 
the essential forms of the ritual bare been gene 
through; and Secondly, that the clergy are desired 
strongly to discourage the practice of being married 
in Protestant churches, and are directed to refuse 
the Catholic rite to any who bave unnecessarily 
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done 80^ as, ìndeed, after the new Act of Parila- 
ment, it can seldom or never be necessary. These 
regulatìons^ tlius authoritatively promulgated, be- 
came obligatory throughout the Midland District. 

The old college was now most inconveniendy 
crowdedj so that it became necessary to put up 
beds in the Exhibition Boom. The Ezhibition at 
Midsummer was held^ as in the preceding year^ in 
a room in the new building prepared for the occa- 
sion^ on the 20th of June^ and rather more crowded 
with company than was desirable or agreeable. It 
had been hoped that the new college might be 
entered upon in the ensuing Augusta after the 
Tacation; but this was foxmd impracticable^ and 
expectation now rested upon October. Howeyer, 
as it usually happens in similar cases^ this hope 
was also disappointed^ and the building could not be 
got ready for occupation till the next year, 18S8. 

On the 18th of the Aprii foUowing^ the solemn 
ceremony took place of blessing the great beli for 
the college chapel^ and Db. Weedall delivered a 
most interesting discourse on the occasiona explana- 
tory of the ** doctrine and meaning of the Catholic 
Church in consecrating bells for her solemn ser- 
vice/* on the 18th of that month. In the course of 
it he said: — 

"In proportion as our eventful building approaohes 
to completion, does religion claim it as her own, and 
consecrate it, with ali its appurtenances, to her holy and 
immortai purposes. She fixed her seal upon its portai as 
it rose out of the earth. 

BELIOIOMI A.0 BOMIS AaTIBUS. 



AOE 50.] CHAPTEB TWELFTH. 183 

" She watered ita trenches wìth her holy lustrations, 
and impressed the sign of faith oa ita corner stono. She 
now invìtes us to another beautifìil office fraught with lofty 
meaning, and thrilling devotion, in the solemn benediction 
of that instniment which will constitute a nudn feature, 
and perfonn an important part in the sacred worship of 
Almighty God, and will bespeak the assiduous attendance 
and devotion of ali the inmates of the college. 

• ••••• 

"The Bell has long been considered by the Church, 
in point oi material, as the nobleet herald in her service, as 
the trumpet to summon her children to their holy duties, 
to admonish them to lift up their hearts to God, to bow 
down their heads, to adoro his awful mysteries, to blesa 
his holy name, to imploro his help in their necessities, and 
to pray for the living and the dead. In the sublime 
langnage of her liturgy, which the Biahop will recite in 
her name, ahe praya that ' He who atilled by hia voice the 
troubled sea, would vouchsafe to rise up to the help of his 
people; that he would shed upon this instrument the dews 
of his grace, that he would givo a virtue to ita sound that 
should scare away the enemy, and strengthen the faith of 
his Christian people. That as David's harp drew down 
the holy spirit, and as the thunder of the Lord thundered 
on the adversaries when Samuel offered up the hcdocaust 
of the Lamb, so when the sound of this metal shall move 
upon the air, that troops of Angels may form around the 
Church, and guard her believing children with an ever- 
lasting protection.' Theae are the benefita, apiritual and 
temperai, which the Church praya ibr and hopea to receive, 
not from the Bell itaelf, not from the sounding Brau, or 
ltfil;2M^ Cymbal, but, on occaaion of ita uae, from Him who 
employa the humbleat instruments in the performance of 

his greatest mercies. 

• ••••• 

"Ànd this, dear Christiana, and you my reapeoted 
brethrenand.beloved friendswhoare to form the future 
inmatea of this eatabliahment, this is the great lesson which 
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the Bell is intended freqnently to preach io a8.^It wìU 
break in upon our occnpations, whetlier serions or gay* 
whether lawful or unlawful. — ^Like the voice of Ghrist to 
Martha, it ¥011 remind ns of the inutility of much that we 
are doing, perhaps even of ita sinfulness. — ^It will dis- 
course, wisely and forcibly, of the value of the soni, and of 
the importance of attending to ita salvation ; of the short- 
ness of time and the awfiil length of etemity. — ^It will 
sound like the solemn wamings of the last tmmpet, and 
teach US to prepare whilst preparation is practicable. It 
will entone the Angelical Salutation three times each day, 
and bid us bend our heads, and humble our hearts in the 
adoration of the adorable mysteiy of the Incamation. It 
will regniate a yariety of duties, as its ancient inscrìption 
purports, 

Ltado Deam Teram. Plebem tooo. Coiq^rego Cleram. 
Defunctos ploro. Pestem fogo. Festa decoro. 

It will summon us to prayer, moming and evening; it 
will notify in deeper tones the celebration of the awfìil 
mysteries. It will remind us of the duty of praying for 
the dead, it will encourage us to pray in seasons of 
danger, it will miQtiply its admonitions on our holy 
sabbaths, and give a cheerful solemnity to the days conse- 
crated to a more particular worship. And oh ! if a good 
God shall vouchsafe to listen to the prayers of the Ghurch, 
and to give his additional blessing to that which will, this 
day, be solemnly invoked, how may we hope to see piety 
increase and religion flourish amongst us. Prayer and 
praise drawn sweetly from the mouths of children, — seeds 
of virtue planted and sheltered, — ^virtuous habits formed, — 
grovelling minds detached from vice, and holy thoughts 
engendered, — ^hearts disengaged from earthly things and 
carried forward in advance to heaven, unHl we enter the 
sanctuary of Oody and underHand eoneeming our laUer end, 

" These lessons are involved in the present ceremony, 
and these are the blessings which the Ghurch implores. 
May these lessons be impressed, and these blessings 
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imparted. In the name of tìie Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. Àmen." 

At length ali was ready for the consecration 
and solemn opening of the chapel of the new 
collie. On Taesday, the 29th of May, 1838, th^ 
long and mysterìous ceremony of consecration 
began at about seyen o'clock in the moming, and 
ìt wisis only ten minutes to three in the aftemoon 
when the High Mass ax^d ceremonial was con- 
duded. Bishop Walsh consecrated the chapel, 
and, after a most fatiguing ceremonial of upwards 
of seven hours duration, that good patient man 
qmetly owned that bis back wanted a little case ! 

The great day, however, was the foUowing 

Thursday, May Slst, when the chapel was opened 

with a very grand and imposing ceremonial, 

Bishop Walsh celebrated a pontificai High Mass, 

with De. Wbbdall as assistant priest, the Rey. 

John Moore as deacon, and Bey. J. Nickolds as 

subdeacon. Bishop Briggs, of the Northern District, 

and Bishop Baines, of the Western, were present 

in pontificals, and added dignity and splendour to 

the ceremonial. There were about 90 priests 

present, of whom 68 walked in the. procession, in 

surplices and clerical caps. There were about 550 

persons in the body of the chapel. On such an 

occasion, no preacher could haye been thought 

of but Dr. Wbbdall; and he deliyered a most 

beautiful discourse On the origin, ohjecty and 

infiuence of eccle^iastical seminarieSy from which 

the foUowing passages cannot fail to deUght the 

reader. 

B 2 
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" Then rosé np the ehief of the fathers qf Juda and 
Benjamin, and thepriesti, and the Levitee, and every one whose 
tpirit Ood had raited yp, to go up tn bui2d the tempie qf the 
Lord uihich wat in Jenuàlem. And the ehUdren qflerad, the 
prietts, and the Levitee, and the rett qf the ehildrm of the 
captimty, hept the dedication of the houee ofGod teith joy. Far 
the Lord had made them jouful, and had tumed the heart of 
the king to them, that he shotdd hdp their hande in ihe worJe qf 
the house of the Lord the Ood of Israel. — Esdras, e. i-, ▼. 5, 
and e. vL, v.v. 16, 22. 

** My lorda, my respected brethren, beloved GlirìstianB, 
and fnends in Jesus Ghrist. 

" Lei it noi be deemed that I attack undue importanoe 
to the circumstances under which we this day assemble, if 
I claim for myself and for many bere about me a more than 
ordinary share of that deep feeling and exuberance of 
gladness which ran through the hearts of happy Juda on 
the joyful occasion to which my text refers. Neither let 
me be considered as dealing too freely with holy thoughts 
and divine suggestions, if I venture to see something more 
than human counsels and worldly considerations in the 
origin, and progress, and eompletion of this ecdesìastical 
establishment; and if I attributo its success, a success 
beyond our humble expectations, to a divine blessing 
manifested, not obscurely nor scantily, towards a work 
which has been undertaken exclusively for His glory; and 
if I assimilate the general joy of this day to that recorded 
of Juda and Benjamin, when thepriests stood in their orna- 
ments with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with 

cymhàls And ihey sang together hymns and praises to the 

Lord, heeause he is good, because his mercy endureth for ever 

towards Israd And the people shouted toith a great shout 

and the voice was heard afar off. For the Lord had made 

them joyful, and had tumed the heart of the king to them, that 
he should help their hands in the work of the house of thè Ixrrd 
the Ood of Israd.* 

* 1 E8DKA8, c« ui., V. 10, et leq. 
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! " And truly, my brethren, this day will fonn a joyftil 

epoch in the history of onr little Ghurch. Just emerging 
from a bondage more protracted tban was that of Juda, a 
bondage in the land of our nativity, vrhìch gare a goodly 
Ghnrch to desolation, but refined her pnrer elements, and 
whilst it transferred her inheritance to aliens, invìgorated 
|k the faith of her childi'en, and transmitted holy martyrs 

and confessors to heaven; just emerging from such a 
period on which the eye can look back wìth tranquility, 
because it can recognise a wholesome dispensation of 
Divine Providence acting upon human ignorance, which 
we fain would, in part, believe to bave been excusable : 
just emerging from such a period, the timid members of 
our ancient Church bave as yet but ventured to steal 
abroad by night through the gate of the vaUey and the gate of 
thefountainj to explore the desolate eqndchres of their father», 
and to vievf the waU of Jenuctlem which wat hrohen down, and 
the gates which were eontumed by fire.* Scarcely bave they 
yet assumed the noble hearing of Juda*s illustrious leader, 

and encouraged one another in the words of Nehemias 

Come let tu buUd up the waUt of Jerusalem, and Ictus he no 

longer a reproachZ For the hand of our Ood is good w%th 

US He heipeth us, and we are his servants,\ 

" But this feeling is propagating amongst us. A 
I feeling of sympathy in the abject state of the Ghurch of oùr 

Fathers, and of shame that it contrasts so unfavourably with 
the easeandaffluence which Catholics bave been given to 
f enjoy. And may not we without offence indulge the joyous 

; emotion, and felicitate ourselves and the Catholics of this 

district, on the humble portion of good which the divine 
blessing has enabled us to achieve, and the impulse which 
, this building is calculated to give to our holy Religion, a 

I Religion which is identified with ali that is venerable and 

i ancient in the country ; with cOl that is trae in Mth and 

it morals ; with ali that is sound in principio and politics ; 

> with ali that is beautiful in art, and science, and 

• 2 EsDEAs, e. II., V. 13. t IB., e. II., V. 17. 
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philosopby; witli ali that is honounUe, aad just, and 
beooming in the ethioa of life ; wìth ali that 8iq>port8 tlie 
«ooial BTBtem, and preparea the soni tot an eternai one ; 
whioh worka out pre-eminently the gloiy of God, and peace, 
and oharìty, and good-will to men/' 

After this brilliant exordium, foUowed by a 
atrìkiiig application of the text to the circnmstances 
of the remoyal of the college to the new building^ 
the preacher proceeds thua eloquently to detail the 
peculiar objects of the Seminary: — 

" Now this place is destined to beoome the well-sprìng 
of Catholicity, the cnidle of &ith and eoclesiasUcal disci- 
pline. And if piety has presided at its fonndation, and 
Beligìon been proclaimed predominant; if knowledge and 
science bave enlisted as ber handmaids, and tasto and 
judgment bare oontributed their counsels ; if a system 
bas been planned, and that system be bereafter porsued, 
wbich shall givo the highest cultiration to the mind, the 
utmost skiU in science and literature, yet so as to make ali 
subsenrient to piety, and the wholesome discipline of the 
heart ; if its moral atmosphere be kept as pure as the air 
of Heaven wbich invests it; aud the fiivolity and dissipation 
of life be as carefully exoluded fromìts precincts as the world 
itself is shut out from its peacefiil solitude; — if^ whìl t 't 
halls and its cloisters invite to study, its liveliest im^ 
and importance be made to concentrate in its ChaDel * 
if the solemn service of the Gburcb be perfonned witlT 
dignity, and ber beautiful ceremonies illustrated by p,^ 
cision, modesty, and devotion,— if bumility and poverty of 
spirit characterise its inmates, and their only riohes consist 
in the splendour of God's house, and in the adomment of 
their own souls by virtue and leamhig,— tben wiU you 
acknowledge that we shaU bave raised a building calcu. 
lated to work a marvellous effect upon CathoUcity in this 
distnc ; tben will the character of the priest be exalteJ 
and bis effieiency be extended in ihehuid;^ih^^ 
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Catholic education be placed npon ita proper baais, religion 
will be diflFùaed, and the bleasings of the trae faith widely 
disseminated around us. Then glorioui things may be said 
of thee, as of Sion the c% of God. Gloriosa dieta nmtdete, 
ehitas Dd, That this man, and iluU that man were bom in 
hsr. Homo et homo naUu est in ea, et ipse fundavU eam 
aUissimus, And that a residence in thee may be a diffu- 
Sion of general joy. Sievt latantium omnium hàbitatio in te.* 

He thus briefly, but grapHcally concentrates the 
primitiye preparation for the Christian ministry : — 

" For the first three hundred years of her eventful 
career, no systematic preparation, indeed, could be made 
for the sacred ministiy. Her theology was to die, rather 
than to dispute. Her seminaries were the solitude of the 
desert, the cataeombs, the caverna of the earth. The mere 
profession of christianity was evidence of sincerity. Priests 
and bishops were either confessors or martyrs, and saint 
and Christian were convertìble terms." 

After dwelling with nervous eloquence on the 
training of the Apbstles by our Lord himself, the 
institution first of Regtdar Clerks, and then of 
ecclesiastical Seminaries, he thus feelingly alludes 
to that established by St. Gregory the Great : — 

"With special veneration, both as Catholics and as 
Englishmen, should we commemorate the Seminary esta- 
bli^ed iniiis own palace by that illustrious patrician and 
pontiff, St. Gregory the Great, to whose pious sympathy 
and unwearied zeal our Saxon ancestors wese indebted for 
their christianity, and with christianity, for their civìlÌBa- 
tion, bappiness, %md glory. With what enthuBìastie 
gratitude does the Cathotic pilgrim, when he aacendB in 
Rome the Monte Celio, where stood the noble mans^Q^ of 
the Àpostle of England,— whose venerable figure i^ ^^^-^i 

• PS. UCXZTX. 
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pourtrayed over onr aitar to be a perpetuai memoiial of 
bis zeal, and of our obligations, — ^with what enthusiaam as 
he ascenda, does he kìas the steps and saored threshold 
over which bave trod the feet of tbose boly men who carne 
fortb, at bis bidding, to cany bither the glad tidìngs of 
salvation, — a St Augustine, a St. Mellitus, a St. Justus, a 
St. Lawrence, a St. Paulinus ; — and how eamestly, tbough 
feebly, wben that bappiness was mine, did I pray that our 
own Seminary mìgbt propagate such men to revive the 
pìety and religion of our misguìded countrymen." 

He goes on in a sustained flow of rich imagery 
and felicitous expression^ to show the importance 
of Ecclesiastieal Seminaries ; detailing their obliga- 
tions^ maximsj and advantages; and thus concludes 
his brilliant oration : — 

" The best wishes of the Gbnrob will be realised, the 
ezpectations of the best friends of religion will be fulfìlled, 
Gatholicity wiU revive and re-blossom in our Distrìct, and 
we may live to see accomplisbed the warm wishes of the 
holy Abbot of Glairvaux, Qtds nUM dei videre Bedenam Dei 
mei in disìnu mei», Mut in diOnte antiquii ! Who will gì ve me 
to see our English Ghurch, renovated as in the days of 
old, the days of ber fietith and fervour ! May God give us 
to see it in our generation ; may he give to our beloved 
Bisbop to see it, before his eyes grow dim, hefore the eilver 
cord i» broken, and the dust return to ite earth.* May He 
grant this graoe to his aged clergy^ and this consolation to 
bis chosen people ! From the throne of his sanctuaiy may 
He look down and see, and vieit thie vineyard and perfect the 
tome which hie right hand hath planted /f He has brought it 
out of Sgifpt a young and a tender one, may he malte it the 
vineyard of his election! May he train up within it 
the oboieest vines, may he water them with his abundant 
graces, and deposit within these walls so largely of hia 

* EccLi. XII., 6. t Ps. ucxix., 15. 
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Bpirit, that we may see the utmost fulfilment of bis re- 
oorded promise, Saoerdotea ^ut induam sabuari, et ioned efui 
exuUatione éaeuUabìmt,* when ali her priests aliali be dothed 
with sanctitjr, and the fiùthfal, under their guidance, shall 
multiply and rejoioe. In the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the H0I7 Ghost. Amen." 

On tlie Saturday foUowìng^ beìng the 2nd of 
June, and Whitson Ere^ the whole of the college 
buìldìngs were solenmly blessed and sprinkled 
witli Holy Water, with fervent invocations of the 
Piyine favour and protection upon their future 
inmates and undertaldngs, preparatory to the occu- 
pation of the house, which was now gradually 
proceeded with. 

* Fa. cxxzi., 16. 



CHAPTER XIII. 
FiBST Pboosssion of Corpus Ghbisti ax the New College 

— ^Db. WeSDALL's SeRMON ON TOE OoCASION — ^BlSHOP 

Milneb's Sufposed Vision in Db. Newikan's Sebmon — 

SiTUATION OF THE NeW BUILDING — ^ThE "BeOG/LB's BuSH" 

— ^Db. Weedall*8 New àbeanoements — Sebmon on the 
AssuMFiioN — State of the Old College — Mb. Folet 
Opens IT AB A Pbepabatoby School — ^The Mabini 
LiBBABY — ^The College Associated to the London 
Uniybbsitt — ^Pbesents to the College — Its Pbosfebitt 

AND FaIB PbOSPECTS. 

The new College of St. Mary was now opened and 
entered; and eager to offer the tribute of grateful 
hearts for the accomplishment of the great work, 
the festival of Corpus Christi^ which occnrred a 
fortnìght after the openìng^ was celebrated with 
the utmost splendour which ali the resources of 
the college could command^ and with a magnìficent 
procession of the adoràble Sacrament. Db. Wse- 
DALL, always ready^ and always eqnal to every occa- 
siona howerer importante delivered another splendid 
sermon on the festival and procession of this great 
solemnity^ which he thas beaatifully introduced : — 

"liita eredOie ikùig tàat Ood tkoàld dwdL wUk mma o» 
ikédtaikr 2 Par. Ti, 18. 

** My Christian brethivn, 

''The moie than usuai length of the pecoliar ceremonj 
of this day, and our general state of unprepaiedness wiÙ 
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forbid me to say much to you, on this otherwise splendid 
occasion. But if it is incouvenient to saj much, it ìb 
unnecessary also. For I address myself to those who will 
enter into the spirit of my text, who will share in the 
humble astonishment and grateful admiration of King 
SolomoD, when he poured out his enraptured soul in the 
newly erected sanctuary of bis God. Is it then a ereditile 
thing that Qod should dweU with men on the earth t We ask 
it not in incredulity, we ask it not in diffidenoe, but we ask 
it in the language of humble expostulation, in the deep 
conviction of our great unworthiness. If Solomon felt it a 
condescension whioh man oould not adequately acknow- 
ledge, that the great God of Heaven should coiìsent to 
dwell with men, and to manifest his presence in the 
tempie he had just completed, how warm should he our 
devotion, how deep our gratitude, how intense our feelings 
in meditating upon the wonderful mystery which occupies 
the Ghureh this day. In contemplating the nearer ap- 
proach, the more famiUar union, the permanent residence, 
the sweót accessibility which our God and Bedeemer 
aecomplishes amongst us this day by a conoentration of 
ali his mercies and wonders in the adorable Sacrament of 
the Aitar. — Memoriam fecU mirabUium suorum miserioors et 
miserator Dominus, esoam dedit timentUme se. Ps. ex., 4. 

" If the throne of his glory stands encircled in heaven 
by myriads and mjrriads of blessed spirits, whose felicity 
it is to fall prostrate before Him, to cast their crowns and 
their sceptres at his feet, how assiduously should we 
crowd around the throne of his mercy, which faith prò- 
claims this day on the Gatholic aitar, and consecrate our 
hearts and our voices in one united chorus of henedietiontand 
honouTf and glory, and power to Him who sitteth on thè throne 
and to thè Lamb. For the Lamb theU was slain is worthy to 
reodve power, divinity, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
and glory, and benediction,for ever and ever. Amen, 

It was an auspicious day for St. Mary's College^ 
when she was established in the new 4ind spacious 

B 
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edifice erected with so muoh labour, and by the 
wìlling contributioiis and actiye exertions of so 
many of her loving children, friends^ and admirers. 
It was a grand day of satisfaction to him, whose mìnd 
had principally planned it, whose eye and hand 
had directed and aided its progress^ and to whose 
Tinwearied energies the new edi£ce was chiefly 
indebted for its present state of completeness. But 
what would bave been the joy of its first foimder, 
the illustrious Milneb, had he been living, to 
witness this splendid consummation of bis own 
humble commencement ! Beautifolly did Dr. New- 
man trace out for him an imaginary vision^ in bis 
exquisite Sermon before the assembled Fathers, 
holding in ibis very college chapel the first Pro- 
yindal Coimcil in England, since the subversion 
of the Church of our fore&thers three centuries 
before : — 

" What would have been the feelings of that venerable 
man, the champion of God's ark in an evil time, could h$ 
have lived to see this day ? It is almost presumptuous for 
one who knew him noi, to draw pictures about him, and 
his thoughts, and his frìends, some of whom are even bere 
present ; yet am I wrong in fancying that a day such as 
this, in which we stand, would have seemed to him a 
dream, or if he prophesied of it, to his hearers nothing but 
a mockery? Say tha^t one time, rapt in spirit, he had 
reached forward to the future, and that his mortai eye had 
wandered from that lowly chapel in the valley which had 
been for centuries in the possession of Catholics, to the 
neighbouring height, then waste and solitary. And let 
him say to those about him, — * I see a bleak mount, 
looking upon an open country, over against that huge 
town, to whose inhabitants Gatholioism is of so little 
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account I see the gronnd marked out, and an ampie 
enclosure made ; and plaotatìons are rìsing there, olothing 
and circling in the space. And there on that high spot, 
far from the haunts of men, yet in the very centro of the 
island, a largo edifico, or rather pile of edifices, appears, 
with many fronte and courts, and long cloisters and cor- 
ridore, and story npon story/ And there it rìses under 
the invocation of the same sweet and powerful Name, 
vhich has been our strength and oonsolation in the valley." 

Go, reader^ and pursue the thrilling contìnua- 
tion in the published sermon, which goes on to 
piotare the truly grand and maryeUous fact of a 
ProTindal Synod held in ali ita gorgeous splendoor 
and oYerpowering solemnity in this yery coUege^ 
built on what in Milneb's days^ and long after^ 
was but a wide and dreary waste. There was 
hardly for mìles round a human habitatìon; neither 
was Ùieie a tree to be seen^ save one old nnshapen 
thom^ conunonly calledthe ''Beggar's bush^" which 
just eerved as a forlom landmark to ihe trayeUer 
on his weary track aerosa the lonely waste of Sutton 
Coldfield. That yenerable old thom stili stands 
dose by the coUege^ a marked monument of those 
early times, of which the few suryìying old 
Oscotians fondly cherish the remembrance. How 
often haye we walked to that solitary tree^ and 
stood gazing from it oyer the wide waste around 
us; or^ perhaps^ taken bow and arrows thither, 
and shot at its aged trunk as our targetl Db. 
Wbbball was fond of directing his walks to that 
wild and dreary scene; and it will gratify the 
worthy and yenerable author of that sermon to 
know thatj after its deliyery^ Db. Wbbdall carne 
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up to lìis present biographer and asked him if Iie 
was not delighted with "Dr. Milner's vision,** 
speaking of it himself with great admiration. 

Db. Wbedall had no sooner seen the members 
of the college settled in theìr new buildìngs^ than 
he proceeded to make those jadicious arrangements 
which improyed the discipline^ increased l^e com- 
fort, and, at the same time, secured the efficiency 
of the entire establishment. His own burthens had 
only been angmented by the transition to the new 
edifice. He had a larger ùanìlj to regniate and 
provide for, and far more extensive and numerous 
departments to superintend. The staff of professors 
was of course greater, as the number of stadents 
had multiplied, and in every part of the establish- 
ment offices and duties were extended, and cares 
and responsibilities seriously angmented. But his 
spirits were buoyant, and his courage equal to the 
weightier charge; and though a martyr to his 
chronic maladies, he held on with energy and per- 
seyerance marvellous and indomitable. 

He preached in the chapel of the new college, 
on the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, one of his finest sermons, and in 
the coarse of it thus'briefly, but sweetly, alluded 
to tlxe coUege, happily dedicated under her holy 
patronage : — 

''And we, beloyed brethren, and inmates of 
this House, we are particularly dedicated to tlxe 
Blessed Virgin by special òbHgations. Our col- 
lege is called St. Mary's College. We are called 
Priests of St. Mary's, — Ecclesiastics of St. Mary*s, — 



'.? AGB 51.] GBAPTBft TBIBTIENTH. 197 

l'i' Stadents of 8t Mary's. Let us be zealouB clients 

:.:* and faithfnl imitators of Mary." As before^ he 

found occasionai relief and recreation in going out 

v:^ to preachj or perform some clerical duties at a 

•j, distance. Thns, on the 6th of February^ in the 

,^ jeax foUowxQg^ 18S9, he sung the High Mass at 

jw the opening of a new Gothic chapel at SoUhiQI^ 

j near Birmingham^ designed by Mr. Pagin; on 

j which occasion an excellent sermon was delivered 

by the Bey. T. M. McDonnelI, of St. Feter's^ 

Birmingham. 

The old college was now deserted^ and it be- 
came a questiona not easy to solye^ to what purpose 
it might be best applied. Db. Weedall was 
anxious on the subject^ often went to look about 
the place^ and had such repairs done as were neces* 
sary. After yarious plans and suggestions^ it was 
determined to make it a preparatory school^ in 
connexion with the new college; and the Bey. 
Wm. Foley beìng appointed to the mission there, 
remoyed his yoting pupils from Northampton to 
the old coUege^ and came^ for the fourth time^ to 
reside at Oscott. He arriyed February 8th^ 1889^ 
I and brought with him fonr boys. It was naturai 

to suppose that he would find the house emptied of 
fumiture^ and not in the best state of deanliness^ 
after being almost imtenanted for seyen months. 
His own account of it will amuse those who knew 
his peculiar yein of droU description: — 

*' I have said that my present home is a rough one, 
and so it is. I am annoyed by noisy, dirty workmen, some 
in the honse, others out ; eyerything— doors, locks, floors, 

8 d 
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carpets, pois, pans, gridirons, coalhods, &e., ali out of order 
or wanting. The oven was split, and so we gei our bread 
from the Great Hotel on the Hill ; we have no casks, and 
so get our beer from the same. I, indeed, and most of my 
four boys, drink water, but some want beer, and thns I am 
forced to look out for that real tupwfluUy. The ohapel is 
in a sad state, and I have begun an Hercolean olearance. 
The congregation is reduced by Sutton and the New 
College to a small body. I counted about thirty grown 
np people last Sunday, and a person whom I engaged to 
count two Sunday s before, reckoned thirty-two adults and 
thirty-three children, as the poor school is stiU kept up. I 
find one alb, and that a cotton one, one surplice, and that 
with tawdry Jew looking frills. The vestments correspond, 
and so does the priest, and so do the people. I am work- 
ing doublé tides to rectify affairs, and for three weeks have 
done something." 

With one on the spot so active an,d orderly as 
Mr. Foley, ali however was'soon put into good 
repair^ and made clean and comfortable. 

The new college filled rapidly, so that at this 
time, February, 1839, there were 185 students, 
exclusive of divines. This was ahnost doublé the 
ayerage number which used to he reckoned in the 
old college. Bishop Walsh had purchajsed at Rome 
the yaluable Marini Library, and on the 28th of 
October he formally made a present of it to the 
new college. The room intended for the Exhibi- 
tions was speciaUy fitted up to receive it; and it 
was resolyed to cali it after the venerable donor, 
the "Walshian" Library, a name certainly more 
complimentary than euphonious. 

By Her Majesty's warrant of the 18th February, 
1840, St. Mary's College was admitted, with Ushaw 
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and Stonyhurst Colleges^ to the prìvìleges of the 
University of London; and Db. Webdall issued 
a circular explanatory of the advantages to be 
derived^ and exhorting parents who wished their 
children to ayail themselves of them^ to give early 
notice of such wishes, that the students might be 
directed in their studies accordingly. In acknow- 
ledgment of the royal favour. Db. "Weedall pre- 
sented to Her Majesty^ through .the Marquis of 
Normanby^ an impression in gold of the prize 
medal of the college^ which the Queen received 
very graciously, and with the expression of her 
entire approbation of the elegant gold medal. 

Meantime the new college was receiying pre- 
sents firom various quarters^ and becoming rapidly 
a repository of valuable and curious works of art^ 
and specimens of antique carrings and forniture of 
mediseval patterns. The munificent John^ Earl of 
Shrewsbury, presented a large and yaluable coUec- 
tion of 200 pictores^ besides yarious articles of 
Gothic fìirniture^ and carved figures of saints and 
sacred subjects. The new college was already 
almost as much crowded as the old one had been 
before. The masters were obliged to leave the 
refectory^ and to take their meals in a separate 
room; and every ayailable space was made into 
bed rooms. 

Thus then were realised the best hopes of the 
sons of St. Mary*s, and of her many friends and 
admirers scattered oyer the kingdom. Thus had 
Db. Webdall accomplished a work which had 
long been also the ardent object of bis aspirations 
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and exertìons. For to hun was the merit of the 
successfol erection and establishment of the new 
college pre-emiaendy due. It was the wonder of 
ali who knew hinii and knew how mach he snffered 
firom constitotional maladies^ how he cotdd have 
carrìed through^ and splendidly completed^ a work 
flo vast in extenty so complicated in detaìl, and so 
difficnlt of executìon. Bnt it was done; the fancied 
vision of the illustrious Milnbb was no ''baseless 
fabric;" it had been fully realised^ and become an 
accomplished &ct; and St. Mary's College towered 
on her proud eminence^ a landmark for miles aronnd^ 
and a stately montunent of leaming and piety^ of 
science and religion. Db. Wbedall might well 
hope to repose after bis herculean labours^ and 
enjoy their frnits. He might well congratulate 
himself on the prospect of watching the growth^ 
and promoting the prosperity of this colony^ which, 
under the Divine guidance and protection^ he had 
so prosperously established in their new and envi- 
able locality. He might well^ in bis dedication 
Sermon, make the prayer of the Psalmist bis own^ 
with reference to St. Mary*s College: — 

" Vtneam de ^gypto transtuUsH:. ..et piantasti eam 

" Deut virtutum eonvertere : retpiee de cedo, et vide, et visita 
vineam ietam. 

" Etperfiee eam, quam plantavit dextera tua: 

" Fiat manms tua euper vvrum dextera tuei: et sn^rJUiwm 
komimsy fuem eonfirmasti tibi. 

" Thou basi brought a vineyard out of Egypt and 

planted it. 

" Tum again, O God of Hosts, look down firom beaven 
and see and vìsit this yineyard. And perfect tbe samct 
wbicb thy rìgbt band bath planted 
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"Let thy hand be upon the man of thy rìght band; 
and upon the son of man, whom thou hast oonfinned for 
thyaelf."* 

Under his mild and judicious goyeniment^ the 
new house prospered and flourished; it was already 
nearly as full of studente as it had the means of 
accommodating^ and one heard on eyery side^ and 
firom every reporter^ that ali went well at the new 
college. The beloved and respected president had 
buìlt himself an aìry nest^ and was tranquilly re- 
posing in it ; but^ alas ! it was doomed to be in his 
regard only another yerification of the well-known 
line — 

*' Sic Yos, non vobis, nidificatis aves !"t 

How truly did Dr. Newman say in his Funeral 
Oration: "His was an unselfish spirit, which la- 
boured^ and then let others enter into his labaurs.'* 

• PSALM LXZIZ., 9, 16, 16, 18. 

f Hìù Kiie may be thns lendend in Engliih :^ 

Thus birdi, you bnild your nesto with cniioiis care, 
Not for yourwlTes : they fall io oihert* thare» 



CHAPTER XIV. 
Db. Webball Mekts with Sbvbbe Tbials— Is Usez- 

FEOTEDLT ApFOINTED ▲ BiSHOF — Hl8 D18TBES8 OF MlNB 
IN CONSEQUENCE — ^DeTEBMIMES TO GO IO BOHE TO SeEK A 

Relbase tbom the Afpointment — His Fabewell Ad- 
DRES8 ON Leavino Oscott — Stops at Luooa — Db. Baines' 

GOMTEBSATION WITH THE PoPE, AND SuCOESS IN DB. 

Weedall's Behalf — ^He Goes to Home — His Lbttebs 

FBOM BoHE DeTAILINO THE WhOLE PbOOBESB OF HI8 

Affaib — H18 Memobial TO Pbofaoanda. 

"Ceixx qui n'ont jamais souffert," says the 
judicious Fenelon^ ''ne savent rien; ils ne con- 
noissent ni les biens^ ni les maux; ils ignorent les 
bommes^ ils ignorent eux memés."* But so far 
from being a stranger to suffering, the subject yf 
tbis biograpby had been ali bis life familiar witb it. 
He bad never been entirely free from torture in 
bis bead and eyes, and tbere bad J^een long periods 
in bis life wben be laboured under acute pain and 
misery from tbese affections, and also from anotber 
cbronic malady wbicb was a source of continued 
sufferìng^ more or less severe, and wbicb proved 
fatai in tbe end. If to tbese bodily afflictions are 
added ibe severe mental anziety and care induced 

• Thote who have nerer raffered, Imow nothing; they uè amniinted 
with ndkher good nor eril ; th^ are ignocant of men, they are ignoraat of 
tbemaelTea. 
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by the heayy responsibility of ina diffictdt chargOi 
and the incessant laboor inseparable £rom it; and if 
we take also into account ali the solicitude, and 
perplexity^ and arduous exertion superadded for 
the last years by the difficult and multifarioas work 
incurred in the erection of the new college^ we 
shall be tempted to think that this good man had 
already endured a larger portion of trials than &lls 
to the lot of most men^ But bis cup was not yet 
fìlli; for Ood is the Judge. One he putteth doton, 
and another he lifteth up. For in the hand of the 
Lord there is a cup of strong teine full ofmixture.* 
His servant was ,holyy but he was to be sanctified 
stilLf Thè gold was yet to be cast again ìnto the 
crucible^ that it might come forth stili more purì- 
fied and refined; for gold and silver are tried 
in the Jire, but acceptable men in the fumace of 
humiliation^t 

On a sudden, then^ when he beheld his grand 
work accomplished^ and had begun to enjoy some 
rest from his labours^ he was obliged to part firom 
his beloved Oscott^ and bid a long farewell to the 
spot where he had lived. and . laboured for six and 
thirty years. A greater trial could hardly be 
imagined. At the age of fifty-two^ with ali his 
habits formed and rooted by long experience in a 
college life^ after ali that he had dono for Oscott^ 
after ali his labours and sufferings for its welfare^ 
when he had long toìled to nurture it and foster its 
growth^ when he had seen it gradually adyance 

* FSALM LXXIV., 8, 9. f AVOCALTPSB XZII;, 11. 
X ECCLUS. II., 5. 
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wìtli alternate J07 and aimetj, wlien he liad 1 
ìtf dald fint, and tlien ito fiufaer and protector^ 
and bad ai laat bronght it trinmpliantlj lo com- 
pletion and atabìlitj, and b^pon lo enjoy tliat 
iatìafactìon and repose in it which he so eminCTidy 
deserred^ he was required to part at once from the 
home 61 his heart^ his own beloyed creatìoii and 
h>ng cherìshed abode. He saddenly receivednotice 
from the H0I7 See of his nomination as Bishop of 
Abydos in partibus, and Yicar Apostolic of the new 
Northern District of England ; for ont of the four 
old Districts there were now to he formed eight. 
At the same tìme^ the Yice-President of the college^ 
the Bev. William Wareìng^ was named Bishop of 
Ariopolis^ and Yicar Apostolic of the new Eastem 
District. 

This annoimcement carne upon poor Dr. Web- 
DALL lìke a thimder clap: he had never had the 
least idea or intimation of it. As a station of 
honour, he had no ambition for it; as a charge 
of responsibility^ he shrunk from it; as a post 
of difficulty and anxiety, he felt quite nnequal 
to it. Well did Dr. Newman say in his frmeral 
oration: — ^ 

** His heart was in his old work, and on his old scene 
of action, and his excellent judgment told him that to 
begin life over again in a new sphere at the age of fifty- 

two, was neither desirable in itself nor suited to him 

He understood also, as ali his frìends would understand, 

that his calling was for a college life What should he 

do, with his graceful attainments, his delicate sensitiveness, 
his modest and unassuming simplicity, in the rude world, 



AaS 52.] GHAPTBB FOUBTEEMTH. 205 

amid duties which, though they involved far higher eocle- 
siastical dignity and spiritual privUege, were intended for 
men of commanding minds, and of force as well as fìrmness 

ofcharacter? If there was any one who ought not to 

be transplanted^ and was too useful in bis present place 
to need it, it was the heavenly minded priest of whom I 
am Bpeaking."* 

It was a mystery to Dr. Weedall how it could 
have been brought about: for not the least rumour 
had preceded it^ nor did even the Bishop^ Dr. Walsh, 
know that any such appointment was contemplated. 
The other three knew as little. For one of them 
writing to another said, ^^I hope these appoint- 
ments may not be correct. . . .1 should haye been 
very sorry to bave been suspected of having any 
band in them." The new bisbops were appointed 
on the llth of May^ and on the 26th> the officiai 
notices were received by Bishop Walsh, Db. 
Weedall^ and Mr. Wareing. These are Bishop 
Walsh's own words : — 

" You could not bave been more astounded tban I 
was at tbe appointment of my mucb valued friend, Db. 
Weedall, wbicb quite overwbelmed bim. I bad not tbe 
least expectation of it, as I bad expressly written to Pro- 
paganda, wben bis name amongst otbers was sent to me 
and to tbe otber Vicars Apostolic for our respective 
opinions on tbe qualitìcations, &c., of tbe individuals prò- 
posed, tbat, altbougb in otber respects I considered bim 
wortby of tbe episcopacy, I was decidedly of opinion tbat 
bis delicate state of beidtb would quite unfit bim for tbe 
responsibility of tbe sacred office." 

• Sermon at the Fonerai of the Righi Re?. H. Weedall, D.D., by 
J. H. Newman, D.D., of the Oratory. 
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The foUowìng letter fr om Db. Wbedall himself 
to the present writer will best express his own feel- 
ings. It is ^ted June Ist, 1840 : — 

" My Deab Husenbeth, 
" Your letter has renewed ali my affliction, which for 
the last few days has heen most intense. I assure you I 
had net the slightest nupUnon of any such event, or of the 
merest p089ibiUty of it. This announcement has been to me 
like the stroke of death. Even Dr. Walsh did not know of 
it. But it is announced under such circumstances, that 
my friends here will not suffer me to think that any protest 
ought to he made, or would be accepted. I know not what 
to say, or what to do. I send you the only letters I bave 
yet received. I fear it is too late to do any thing. Pray for 
me, dear Husenbeth. I require a miracle of grace and 
support." 

To understand thìs^ it must be obserred that in 
the letters announcing the appointment to Bishop 
Walsh^ his lordshìp was ordered to make no oppo- 
sition^ and to enjoin obedience to the elect^ and it 
was declared that no excuse on account of healdi, 
or of any other supposed obstacle whatever would 
be admitted. But what was stili more extraor- 
dinary was that in one of the two letters sent for 
perusal to the present writer by Dr. Webdall, as 
intimated in the above letter, and which carne to 
him as a private and friendly communication from 
an English Monsignor at Bome^ not connected 
with the English college, he was told that this 
letter was written by the express command of His 
Holiness, to signify to Db. Wbbdall that he 
required him, in virtue of holy obedience, to accept 
the mitre, and that he would admit of no excuse* 
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At the sanie time the prelate himself strongly 
exhorted him to offer no opposition to what was 
manifestly the holy wìU of God. jf%6 reader is 
requested to bear this letter in remembrance, on 
account of what wìll be related later on in its 
proper place. 

No wonder that with ali this solemn waming 
and threatening, poor Db. Weedall should have 
been bewildered and frightened^ and at a loss what 
course to porsue. He was^ as a distinguished 
ecclesiastic wrote^ ''quite heartbroken at his ap- 
pointment. They will bear no excuse at Bome; 
he must leave his beloved Oscott, about which he 
has been so anxious^ and in which ali his affections 
seem centred, alas ! néyer to return. There is one 
feature in the business striking^ that both president 
and yice-president of Oscott are elected; you see 
the reason^ it is obvious; sed transeatT^ To add 
to his perplexity^ it soon reached him that the 
clergy of his proposed District were exerting 
themselTes to get his appointment changed^ feeling 
s^grieved that a stranger and an inyalid should be 
placed over them. They were an3rthing but in- 
viting to him. They even signified to him in 
substance that they considered his appointment 
injudicious, though they did not blame him for it; 
and that if it were persisted in^ they should indeed 
endeavour to behave to him with due respect^ but 
that he would have a troublesome life among 
them. But he was eager to assure every one that 
his nomination was whoUy unexpected. He went 
to an old and intimate £riend^ a priest in the 
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wfighlwwitTiooil., and iiwuiid bìm vìdigieat < 
of mind diat tbe proiMilÌ0n had noi only nerer 
been wcfoigbX \xj Un, but was decidedly ouutiiry 
lo hu wìshes. 

fortiniatifly he detennmed to set off wìdioiit 
delaj jEor Bone, md leam on die spot die trae 
state of die matter, and wliedier it was leaDy so 
hopeless to petition toft a releaae frran a buidiesa 
wliich he had so mach reason to diead and depre- 
cate. Befiire he went, his portndt was paìntedhj 
Herberty who prodoced an exceDent likeness of 
him^ Wt die coloaring of die fiice ìs of a dark and 
porplish hoe^ givìng die nnpleasant idea of er- 
treme cold. Db. Weedall receiyed an address 
from die inmates of St. Mary's before his de- 
partore^ to which he retomed an answer very 
feeling^ and^ at die sanie time^ verj significanL 
He spoke of his long connexion widi die college, 
dating almost from its verj commencement; he 
alluded yery hnmbly to his labours in die old 
college, and more recendy in erecting and orga- 
nising die new ; but he added diat diough, like 
Moses, he had led them dirough die toils and 
perils of die desert, and brought them at lengdi to 
the promised land, yet, Uke Moses, he was not 
permitted to enjoy it; he was not wordiy of so 
great a blessing; it was given him only to see die 
desirable land, but another, like Josue, woold be 
called to lead diem to die peacefìil possession and 
enjoyment of it ; for him it was enongh to see it, to 
invoke blessings upon ali who should dwell in it, 
and to die in peace. 
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Eyery one was deeply affected at thìs paterna! 
and pathetic address; eyery one felt deeply for the 
affliction of their old and beloyed superior, and for 
the loss which themselves were to sustain. For 
whateyer might be the resul| of his journey to 
Berne, one thing was certainly intended, and he, 
poor man, must haye understood it, he was no more 
to he the president of St. Mary's Oottege. On the 
22nd of June, with a full heart and an anxious 
mind, Dr. Weedall bid farewell to his dear col- 
lege, and was accompanied by his friend Dr. 
Wareing to the railway station. Lord Dormer's 
little son, the Hon. John Dormer, at that time one 
>of Mr. Foley's boys at the old college, was to bave 
gone to Italy, where his noble father was residing, 
under Mr. Foley's charge; but he gay« him up 
wiUingly tp Dr. Weedall's care, who was to take 
him on to Lucca. Dr. Weedall announced his 
departure in an affectionate letter to the present 
writer two days before he left Oscott, in which he 
said he hoped by putting himself into closer com- 
municatìon with certain influential persons at Home, 
he might stili avert the heayy calamity from falling 
upon him. He requested letters to be addressed 
to him at Lucca. 

In the meantime he found a most kind and 
yaluable friend at Rome to plead his cause at the 
fountain head. The Kight Kev. Dr. Baines was 
then in Bome, and was invited in the latter part of 
July to go out to Castel Gandolfo, where the Pope 
was staying by the adyice of his physicians, on a 
special yisit to his Holiness. He went accordingly 

T 2 
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on Sunday^ the 19th of July ; and as the Bìshop 
himself described it, '' nothìng could exceed the 
kindness and condescension of his Holiness, who 
laid aside ali formality^ and treated me as a friend." 
They were alone, and after dinner, the Pope with- 
out any ceremony invited Dr. Baines to sit and 
talk with him, perfectly at his ease. They sat on 
a sofà, one at each end, and conyersed with as mach 
familiarity as two ordinary gendemen. The Pope 
observed that as he had been some days away from 
Rome, he should like to know what arriyals there 
had been in his absence. Dr. Baines replìed that 
he had not heard of any in particular, but that 
Dr. Weedall was expected to arrivo soon. '* Dr. 
Wbbdall 1" said the Pope, " who is Dr. Wee- 
dall?" -Dr. Baines answered that his Holiness 
would perhaps recollect seeing him in Rome ten 
years before ; but that he was also one of the newly 
appointed Vicars Apostolic for England. The Pope 
then said he remembered his name, and asked what 
he was coming to Rome for. Dr. Baines gladly 
seized the opportunity of explaining to his Holiness 
that he was coming to petition to be relieved from 
his appointment; but was under so much appre- 
hension of being refused, that he could hardly 
summon courage to come on to Rome. The Pope 
asked on what grounds he wìshed to be released; 
and the Bishop told his Holiness that it was on 
account of the very delicate state of his health, and 
particularly his head, which was so bad, that he. 
feared he should sink under the charge proposed 
for him. The Pope said : " Well, those are reasons 



• 
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to be dtily weighed and considered: bnt wkj does 
he feel so mach apprehensìon ?" " Because/' said 
Dr. Baines^ " he has been given to understand that 
your Holìness has laid a special command npon 
him to accept the charge> and that you will listen 
to no excuse." " O no," said the Pope, " nothing 
more has been sent to him than is sent usually to 
bishops when appointed: of course when a bishop 
is nominated, it is always desired that he should 
accept his appointment, but no special command 
has been giren in his case; let him draw up a 
proper statement of his reasons, and they shall 
receive due attention." This was sufficient en- 
couragement ; and Dr. Baines did not dwell farther 
upon the subject. But he lost no time in writing 
to Dr. Weedall to convey to him this consoling 
intelligence. He also thus expressed himself on 
the result of his interyiew with the Pope, in a letter 
to England : " I have settled Dr. Weedall's 
business, if he only come on to Rome." 

When the reader compares these words of the 
Pope himself with the extraordinary letter sent to 
Dr. Wbedall as above mentioned, by a certain 
Monsignor, he will perhaps be tempted to doubt 
the accuracy of the above relation; but he may 
fully rely upon its truth, as the writer received it 
word for word £rom the lips of Dr. Baines himself: 
and as will be presently seen, Dr. Baines wrote the 
same to Dr. Weedall. He had proceeded as far 
as Lucca, and was hesitating whether he should go 
on to Home, or not, when on the 26th of July, he 
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received three letters from Home, and he wrote 
ìmmediately to bis fnend» as foUows : — 

'* Bagni di Lucca, Feast of St. Anne, 1840. 
** Mt Deab Husbnbbth, 
'' 1 have only within this hour received tliree letters 
from Rome, and I send to you in the firat place, tbough I 
shall write hy this same post to Oscott, the news that these 
letters encourage me, and strongly urge me to go forward 
to Rome, suggesting reasons to hope that my applications 
will be attended to. Dr. Baines, whos^ kindness to me 
in this affiùr is beyond ali gratitade, teUs me that his 
Holiness assured him that he had not given potUwe orden 
for the new W. AA. elect to accept the charge. Nothing 
more than is usuai in cases of this kind. And that he was 
not aware that I had difficulties on the score of health, to 
ivhich, his Holiness admits, attention ought to be paid. 
So that I already feel better and lighter by these Commu- 
nications. For I assure you that the very shadow of a mitre 
has made my head sorely to ache. However I am wrìting 
only on the leaves of hope. An uplifting of the wind may 
disperse them. So without metaphor, but in reality, con- 
tinue for me your good prayers. Let me bear from you 
again, and send me ali the news to Rome." 

Thus relieved and encouraged, he hastened on 
to the Eternai City^ and his own beautiful letter to 
the writer will best explain the whole of what 
transpired in his regard^ and cannot fail to be read 
with intense interest and gratification : — 

" Rome, Monte Oitorio, 7th October, 1840. 
** Mt Dsab Husenbeth, 

" It was not the least part of my solicitude during my 
long and tedious illness that I was putting your patience 
and frìendship to so severe a test, whilst I myself had no^ 
resource but to trust to some stray report, which I hoped 
would reach you, as it appears actually to bare done, and 
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which sbould ai once explain and -vìndicate my BÌlence.... 
Nowlet me explain the state of my own a£fair....I remamed 
at Lucca with Lord Dormer until I received lettera encou* 
ragìng me and advising me by ali means to come on to 
Bome. I did so, and I found in the first place that my 
affair was perfectly an open affair. That his Holiness had 
never authorised, muoh less enjoined the strong language 
which had tongue-tied Dr. Walsh, and had made me long 
demur whether in taking the measure which I meditated, 
I might not he resisting the will of God. This latter I 
resolved not to do when I clearly saw my way, but I felt 
that no one in Rome could know the actual state of my 
health, and hence I thonght it a conscientious duty to 
explain it to the authorìties there. I met at Propaganda 
with the greatest kindness, bnt at the same time with the 
greatest relnctance on the part both of Cardinal Franzoni 
and of Monsignor Cadolini to relieve me from an appoint* 
menton which they had set their hearts, which hadactually 
been gazetted inthenew Roman Directoiy, and from which 
my improved appearance, owing to the air and baths of 
Lucca, offered no Teiy obvious grounds for exemption. 

" However, as I felt that my daims to exemption were 
not svperfieial ones, and totally independent of certain 
slight variations, I begged permission of his Eminence, — 
the Holy Father stili being in the country, — to be allowed 
to state my reasons in a memorial, to which,' of course, 
whateyer his intentions might be, his Eminence could not 
object. The Pope had previously intimated to me, both 
through Monsignor Àcton and Dr. Baines, that I need not 
be uneasy, that I was perfectly at liberty to make any 
canonical objections I might wish to urge, and assurìng 
me that they should be attended to. I accordingly drew 
up a short memorial of the actual state of my health, 
alluding also to oauses and their progress for some years 
back, got it translated into Italian, and two copies %vrittea 
out, one of which was presented to his Holiness, the other 
to Propaganda. Ali this I fortunately did a few days 
before I fell ilL 
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" The matter rested here for a eomideràbie tÙM, as the 
intervals here are always very long between the various 
stages of public or private business. Meanwhile I got <me 
tolerably goodfsver and a terrifio dysentery. As soon as I 
reooyered a little, I wrote a letter to Cardinal Franzoni, 
or rather got my good Mend Dr. Baggs to wrìte it for me, 
begging to know whether I might oonsider myself as 
officially released. His Holiness was stili at Castel Gan- 
dolfo. There I was aure to find a kind and considerate 
judgmont. But I was unwilling to do any thing that 
might seem to be irregular, and not quite in aecordance 
with the most profound respeot which I felt for, and the 
most complete deference which I vrished to pay to, the 
holy and Tcnerable man, the Cardinal Prefect of Propa- 
ganda. I acoordingly waited upon his Eminence, and 
restated the substanoe of my letter. I found his Eminence 
quite as unwilling as over to release me firom the appoint* 
ment. Kind in the extreme, pious, saintly, and his wishes 
and prayers ali seeming to concentrate in one object, the 
conversion of England. I entered respectfully into ali his 
wishes, but I ventured to ask^ ' has your Eminence read 
the memorial which I took the liberty of presenting some 
time ago?* ' Why no,' said the Cardinal, * it is amongst my 
papere :* and tumed the conversation to something else. 
But I was not surprìsed. He is too old to pay much 
attention to public business. But I knew that others had 
read it. I knew that the Pop^ had read it. I bave some 
reason to think that they took a medicai opinion on the 
case, which I rather invited, in order that there might be 
ground for their receding without any compromise of 
either the dignity or authorìty of Propaganda.* 

* The folloving extract from a letter from the Right Re^. Dr. Baines, 
dated Pretcati, 14th Septembw, 1840, will throw farther light upon the 
tediona delay to which poor Db. Wkbdall was antagected : '< One thiuf I 
bave acoomptiahed. I have pracmed the liberation of Db. WbbdalIì... 
NotwithataDding the declared conaent of the Pope for his hcing relesaed, 
the Propaganda hnug back» and wanted not to givo their sauction. Thcy 
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" Here, bowever, was a second or a thix'd stage, and 
another inUrval, of which of course I took advaiitage to gei 
ihrougk anothsr Mtaut fever at Mr. Englefield's beautiful 
yiUa, near Frascati. This was of muoh longer duration. I 
was to haTe gone with Dr. Baines to be introduoed to tbe 
Pope at Castel Gandolfo, but was confined to my bed. His 
Holiness, however, sent me a most fàtherly message, bade 
me not to be uneasy, but to get well as fast as I could. tn 
a few days I received an offSeial rdease from Propaganda, ' 
and the BuUs, wbìch were in Monsignor Acton's keeping, 
were formally returned. Here the matter is at an end. No 
one blames me for what I bave done ; and I myself feel 
that I could not conscientiously bave done otherwise. In 
fact, dear Husenbeth, it would bave been madness in me 
to have accepted the mitre. You know in part what the 
state of my health has been for some years.' But no one 
but myself could know how fearfully ali the symptoms had 
increased of late years, but particularly for the last two 
years of my residence at Oscott. During those two last 
years the wear and tear of mind has been immense. I 
haTe sacrificed timo, health, studies, every thing to the 
successfol establishment and management of Oscott. My 
late illness has shown the dreadful state of derangement 
in which my whole system has been, — stomach, bowels, 
ali disordered, — spirits broken, nerves shattered, brainà 
tmashed; and but for this respite I must have been in my 
grave ' 

■till professed hopes of subdoing bis oppoàtioii. Determined to pnt a itop 
to thii state of thiogs, I last Thursday, September lOth, (haTing pre?ioasIy 
obtained permission from the Pope to visit him any day. most con^enient 
to myself,) drove o^er to Castel G^dolfo, and was most gracioosly recdved 
by his Holiness. I pressed upon him to allow me to teli Dr. Wbbdall 
positively that he was fiee, and to order Progaganda to send the usuai 
notiiication. He granted both requests, and on Satorday erening tìie 
oflicial notificatioD arrived, eumptmg Da. Wssdau. from his chaige; aod 
directiug him to return the briefs of his appoiutment. He was ili in bed 
when the letter carne; and I frìghtened him by reading it as an order for 
him to aocept the office. He was oveijoyed when he leamed the real fact, 
and il now nearly wdl again." 
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"Adieu! for once a long lettor. His lordahip, Dr. 
Baines, desires his kindest regards. Wrìte soon, and 
address, — ^English College, Rome. 

" Yours affectionately, 

" Henbt Wesdall." 

This letter speaks out for itself, and so fully 
explains every thìng» that further remarks would 
' only confuse the narratiye^ and weaken ita effect. 
The reader, however, cannot fail te peruse with 
astonishment and deep sympathy the actual memo- 
rial which De. Wbedall drew up and presented 
to his Holiness and Propaganda. A portion of it 
has been already given in these pages^ but it may 
be well here to repeat it^ and thus present this 
yery affecting document entire. 

" Db. Weedall's Memorial to Pbopaganda. 
" The disorder under which I have laboured for so 
many years is one of no ordinary character : not a head 
ache, but a mischievous affeotion of the nerves of the head. 
Indeed I never found a person similarly affected. It began 
when I was about ten years old, and went on increasing 
with intensity and active mischief throughout the whole 
of my course. I found a difficulty in going through my 
humanity studies, and when I carne to Philosophy and 
Diyinity, it had increased to an alarming height. I could 
not read even for fìve mìnutes in the day, I could not even 
at times bear the light. I was obliged to give up entirely 
my course of Philosophy ; and the whole of my Theological 
studies, such as they were, were leamed by listening to a 
fello w diyine, who would read me the lesson. I made up 
the whole as well as I could by chance snatohes, just as I 
was able, but I had serious difficulties in taking Orders. 
I was obliged to bave a dispensation from my ofBce, by 
commutation for the Rosary, for three or four years after I 
was ordained priest. I then began with Vespers and 
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Complin, afterwards the Little Houn, and lastly wìth 
Matins and Lauds; whioh latter I was only able to manage 
at first by the help of othere, until the psalms grew 
famìliar to me. Afterwards, howeyer, by carefully attending 
to my general health, hayìng the advantage at college 
of borse ezercise, and by the healthy occupation of looking 
after the farm, and the extemal management of the college 
concem, my head and eyes grew rather better, the eyes 
more serviceable ; but I never bave been able to make use 
of them without great inconvenience for a whole day 
together, and never much by candle light. My studies, 
therefore, bave been very superficially pursued, and as I 
bave been chiefly confined to the teaching of the classios, 
my theological studies bave necessarily been yery meagre. 
Latterly, howeyer, my head and eyes bave been getting 
worse. Owing to the &tigoes and anxieties of a largo 
establishment, and ali the wear and tear of mind arìsing 
from a largo building superadded, I bave been reduced to 
such a state of weakness of head and constitution that I 
thought I should bave been obliged to givo up eyery thing. 
The nerves of the head are so bad, that I fall at times into 
a helpless lethargy. The utmost often that I can hope to 
do in a day, is to get through my Office; and if by chance 
I am obliged to defer it until late in the erening, I tumble 
and toss about over it. I often know not what I say, am 
in danger when walking about my room of fìlli ing down in 
a lethargic stnpor, and even with the help of an aasistant 
I am obliged frequently to gire up the Office, and say it 
next moming. Thia happena not once, but frequently. 
My friend 8 do not know haif of what I Buffer. And even 
now, though from a cessation of six weeks, and the naturai 
effectsoftravelling, Iboth look and am better, yet even 
now I cannot kneel down at night to say my last devotions, 
but am obliged to walk up and down my room, and even 
so I generally find it necestary after the moat painful 
repetitions to break short in the middle and leave them 
unfìnished. I think tbis has been the case for the last 
two years almost every night. A Catholic pbysicìan, who 
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•ubmit to the Saered Congregatìon, aad I beg that t^^ej 

will condeaeend to take the aame TÌew of my 

bis Holineas bas inoat gnudouslj eoodeaeended to 

I bumblj, àc." 

On the 17th of September^ Db. Wkkdali. re- 
turned hìa formai note of thanks to the Secretary of 
Propaganda for the conununication he had receiTed 
of the acceptance of hìsreaignationof the epìsGopacj 
and Apostolìc Vicariate. Hia mind was now com- 
pietela set at case; he was relieved of a most 
oppressive borthen, and intense anxiety; and he 
Kad reason to rejoice that in the face of the gravest 
efforts to deter him« he had taken the wìse resolve 
to ascertain the tmth at the fountain head, and 
throw himself confidinglj at the feet of the Yicar 
of Christ, who he knew wouldbe kind, considerate, 
and paterna!. 

• Dr. De Lys, who died at Birmmgliani, Anguit 25tli, 1831. (NoU 
«y tht Authm" ) 



CHAPTER XV. 

Db. Webdall Presentsd to the Pope — ^Unobrtaiktt off 
Hi8 Future Position — Ostfebs Made to Hih — Bemains 
IN Home tii;.l the |2ni> qf Sprino — Betubns to Enolano 
— ^ViBiTS Cosse Y and Oxbuboh — Goea to Reside at Ol» 
. * Oscott — Is Invited to Remove to the Eastern District 

— Relieves and Suooeeds Mr. Foley at Hampton-on-the- 
HiLL — Undertakes the Mission at Leaminoton. 

^? Ir was naturai to consider that Ds. Wbedall, 

^ now releàsed trom hìs imsought for^ and unexpected 

' appouatmeut to the episcopacy» reverted to hìs pre* 

▼ious fttate, aad might justly claim to resumé hìs 
position at 8t. Mary's College, whìch he had fiUed 
80 long> and with so much dignity and efficiency, 
It has been seen that Bishop Walsh deolared that 
the appointment had quite astounded him, and 
that he had not the least ezpectation of it. He 
addedj moreover, that he had not ^' the most dis* 
taat idea of thus displacing Dr. Webdall>'' to 
make room £Dr another, and that Oscott '^would 
«uffer materidUy firom the loss of its worthy Fresi- 
dent.*^ A&&C ali this^ tibie obvious condusion was 
to invite him at once to resumé his former honour* 
able position. This, howeyer, to the surprise and 
disappoìntment of his many friends and admirers^ 
was not done; not eren was there the least sign of 
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such ìntentìon exhibited. The Bishop wrote to 
hìiQ^ indeed, in yery kind tetms^ professing the 
greatest regard for him, but ended by very coolly 
asking him what situatìon he should like. Of 
course to such a question poor Dr. Wbbdall 
could return but one answer. It was not for him 
to say that he should prefer to be as he was before, 
when he saw that Oscott was plainly closed against 
him; he, iherefore, retumed the only answer he 
could gire, that he would not begin to embarrass 
his peace of mind by choosing for himself. But he 
was not yet fit to do anything; and it seemed 
expedient for him to remain some time in Italy to 
re-establish his health. 

The Princess Borghese, the younger daughter 
of the good Earl of Shrewsbury, died at Rome, on 
the 27di of October, to the great affliction of the 
whole city, whei'e her piety and charity were so 
well known. Even the Pope, when he heard of 
her death, exclaimed: "Beco un* altra calamita 
per Soma!** Bishop Baines sent a beautiful ac- 
count of her death and fonerai to the Tablet paper, 
in which it appeared on the 28th of Noyember. 
In the same paper, December 6th, was inserted 
another letter with additional particulars, very 
long, and written with so much elegance and 
pathos, that though it has no signature, it bears 
intrinsic eyidence of coming from the pen of Dr. 
Wbbdall. 

On the 9th of November he wrote: "I am, 
thank God, quite recovered, at least up to the 
point at which my barometer usually stands.'* 
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Oh Wednesday, December the 2nà, 1840, Db. 
WxBDALL was presented te the Pope by Dr. Baggs, 
the rectar of the English College, and he offered 
the tribmte of his humble and fervent thanks to his 
Holiness for havìng granted his eamest prayer to 
be released from tihe contemplated bishopric. The 
Pope receiyed him most kìndly, and expressed his 
regret at his imwillingness to aocept the dignity 
ìntended for him, and tìbe reluctance with which 
he had consented to relieve him from it. His 
Holiness added that the whole Catholic body in 
England had desired his elevation. Dr. Wbedall 
replied: ^'Your Holiness does not speak ex cathe- 
dra.^* The Pope was standing, but he immediately 
sat down, and playfuUy answered: ^'Well, now I 
do speak ex ciHhedra" 

Meanttme his many friends in England were 
looking for his return with most uneasy feelings on 
his account. '^ What is to be done about him, with 
him, of him ?" wrote one of his intimate friends, — 
^' I am much afraid of the poor Doctor's feelings 
when he retums, and finds ali things goìng on, and 
done, and planned withont the least reference to 
him." A Catholic nobleman in England, whose 
sons had ali been educated at Oscott under Dr. 
Weedall, made him a proposai to become his 
domestic chaplain. To this he replied, that with a 
very gratefrd sense of his lordship's kindness, as he 
had receiyed no such proposai from his Bishop, 
Dr. Walsh, he was unwilling to assume, without 
officiai notification, that he was to be removed from 
a place fohere he thùught he hadfcrmed a home. In 

U 2 
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siich ìntentìon exfaibited. The Bishop ; 
hiiQ> indeed^ in yery kind telms^ 
greatest regard for him^ but ended 
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let him off so easily anotber time. Db. 

4 in his Land some rosaries which he 

Pope to bless with Indulgences^ 

^o accompanied liim was asking 

^ that kìndy that his Holiness 

'00 exorbitant^ and said to 

npo: e pur un laico V^* 

ae the humble Doctor 

xosaries; but he ventured to 

oe obtained^ the Fope's blessing 

one of them being expressly for^hìs 

.si present writer> to which is attached a 

.iXj Indulgence at the hour of death. It may 

. eli be conceived that he has ever treasured that 

precious rosary, and that now the death of its 

beloved donor has inyested it with a mournful 

interest and additional vaine. Db. Weedall left 

Rome in May^ 1841^ and soon arrived in England. 

It was time for him to re-appear, for it really 

seemed as if he was well nigh forgotten : oblivioni 

daiusy tanquam mortuus a corde ut vas per- 

ditum.f The man who had done so much for 
religion, who, to use his own expressive words, '* had 
sacrifieed time, health, studies, every thing to the 
successful establishment and management of Oscott/' 
returned with no home to repair to, and no situation 
provided for him ! 

On the 23rd of June, the new cathedral of St. 
Chad's, in Birmingham, was solemnly dedicated, 
and Db. Weedall was present as assistant priest 

* No, my BOD, it is too mach, and for a layman too ! 
f Fbalu XXX., 13. 
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to Bi^op Walsli, who offidated. At the dinner in 
the aftemoon, he proposed in a short but well 
tumed speech the health of his old friend and 
schoolfellow in the early days of Oscott, Sir Arnold 
Knight. He hastened to pay a visit to another old 
and trusty friend, his present biographer, and fbnnd 
so much consolatibn in the cordial welcome he 
receired, that he remained with him some weeks, 
and seemed greatly to enjoy himself with him, and 
another old friend in the neighbourhood, the Bey. 
John Abbot. During this visit the writer accom- 
panied him to Oxbnrgh, where he had the pleasure 
of meeting another friend who had long been with 
him at Oscott, the Rey. John Gascoyne. He did 
not omit, during his stay at Cossey, to yisit the 
holy well of St. Walstan, at Babnr, where he washed 
his eyes with great deyotion with the water of the 
well, inyoking the intercession of the Saint. 

Mr. Foley, who, it has been mentioned, was at 
the seme time serving the mission at Old Oscott, and 
conducting a small preparatory school there, felt 
deeply for Db. Wbedall, who seemed so lost and 
neglected; and generously offered to giye up his 
place to him. He knéw his attachment to Oscott, 
and he considered that at the old college he wonld 
at least.be on a spot where he had resided so many 
years, and wonld, moreoyer, be dose to the new 
college, and in dose connexion with it. This offer 
Dr. Weedall accepted, as it would bring him 
to the neighboorhood to which ali his affections 
were riyetted. He arriyed at Old Oscott towards 
the middle of September, 1841. Mr. Foley at 
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once resigned to him the presidentsliip of his pre- 
paratory school, and soon after was appoìnted to 
the mission at Hampton-on-the-Hill, near Warwick, 
at the invitation of Lord Dormer, and arrived there 
on the llth of November. 

Db. Weedall sat down thus in a very low 
place^ compared with his former dignity and eleva- 
tion. He was the pastor of a small flock of poor 
country people, and the president df a small school 
of young boys. Yet he was never heard to utter a 
word of complaint; but pursued his humble course 
patiently and resignedly. " Crede mihiy^ says even 
a Pagan^ *^bene qui latuit, bene vixit/^* and this 
incomparable man^ though so dose to the scene of 
his former exaltation, strove to make himself con- 
tented in his present lowliness and obscurity. But 
if he made no complaint for himself, his numerous 
iriends felt and complained for him. They felt that 
this was not the position where such a man ought 
to be allowed to remain. A distinguished bishop 
among the Vicars Apostolic wrote of him: ''I am 
sorry for De. Weedall. I have heard nothing of 
him since he became president of Old Oscott. Of 
course the thing vnll not doJ* The worthy prelate 
.was right; it was not likely to do, it ought not to 
do^ and it did not do long. Db. Weedall wanted 
instinctively a greater field for the exertion of his 
Tery superior talents; and as the new college was 
closed againsthim, henaturally sighed to go farther 
off, and take some active mission. 

* Beliere me, he that lovei obBcarity, Urei weU.-— OviD, Triitium iii., 4. 
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Indeed, when Mr. Foley repaired to Hampton- 
on-the-Hìll^ Dr. Weedall almost asked him to 
keep that mission for him in case he should not 
find himself at home at Old Oscott. He probably 
thought that Mr. Foley^ having given up that place 
to him, would be equally willing to resign Hampton 
to him ; and he waa rìght if he did think so^ for 
Mr. Foley was ready to do any thing to promote 
bis peace, and testify bis personal affection for him», 
and bis esteem for bis great merits and abilities. 
But he was not the only one wbo lòved and valued 
a man so worthy. Bisbop Wareing, one of bis 
earliest and most attached firiends^ proposed to him 
to come and preside over an ecdesiastical seminary, 
-which he was about to commence at Gifford's Hall, 
in SnSblk^ for the Eastern Distoict. He did not at 
once dedine the ofler; there were many reasons 
which might bave led faim to accept it. Bnt after 
taking some time to consider it> and after three 
long conyersations with Bisbop Wareing, he res* 
pectfally declined it, with a deep senso of bis 
lordsbip's kindness in making the propesala because 
be was unwilling to transfer himself to anothér 
district, and to remore so far from the neighbour- 
boodof bis beloved Oscott; bnt principally because 
be could not at bis time of life begin again to teacb 
classics^ and instruct young students in a seminary.^ 
Mr. Foley met him in the montb of June in Lear 
mington, and Mr. Foley at once offered to resign to 
him the mission of Hampton-on-the-Hill> as £Etr as 
be might make the offer, subject of course to the 
approvai of the Bisbop, Dr. Walsb. Mr. Foley 
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declared that lie offered him the place becaose he 
himself found it agreeable, and he fancied that the 
little farming attached to it might suit him. It was 
feared, however^ that the long winter nights in a 
country place^ without any society, would be too 
lonely and wearisome to a man, the weakness of 
whose eyes prevented him from writing, or even 
reading by candle light. 

Dr. Weedall had no great fancy fbr the 
situation at Hampton, though he fìilly appreciated 
Mr. Foley's generous offer to resign it to him. He 
was far £:om being happy : he felt that he could not 
remain in his anomalous position at Old Oscott; but 
he had some wish to go to Nottingham, and assist 
in carrying out the new cathedral there of St. Bar- 
nabas. In this, however, he did not succeed ; and 
he then reverted to Bishop Wareing*s invitation, 
who was very desirous to possess him, knowing well 
that he would bring to his projected new seminary, 
those very valuable qualifications, great tal6nt,long 
experience, and high reputation. At Midsummer, 
Db. Weedall requested somewhat urgently to 
come into the Eastern District; for he was by this 
time thoroughly and feelingly convinced that he 
was not wanted at ali in the Central District. His 
friends, who had watched events and moyements 
there, were only surprised that it took so much to 
convince him. Bishop Wareing gladly consented 
to receive him; but, on the 27th, Dr. Weedall 
wrote to his lordship a letter, wMch showed how 
difElcult he felt it to take any decisive step, and at 
the same time afforded painfol evidence that his 
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nncertain and uncomfortable position was beginning 
to throw liìm back to bis fonner wretched state of 
healtb. He said in tbat letter tbat be could bardly 
eyer see or bear of Bisbop Walsb^ and wben be 
did^ be knew net bow to procare an interview. 
Whsit a position ! How bnmiliating to sucb a man 
as Db. Weedall! He went on to say tbat be 
prayed for patience and resignation, and tbat be 
migbt not precipitate any tbing. '' Bnt at present,** 
be said^ *' I continue to suffer^ and I feel tbat I am 
reyerting to astate oihead and bealtb, into wbicb 
it is easier to 'sink tban to emerge again out of. A 
constrained suppression of feeling is one of tbe 
most painfiil states of tbe bnman mind." 

How deplorable tbat a man witb ali bis merits 
and claims sbould bave been ever driven by neglect 
and ingratitude into a state of mind so painful and 
perilous ! About tbe middle of Augusta be paid a 
visit to Bisbop Wareing at Nortbampton, and wben 
be retumed be was quite resolved to leave Oscott, 
wbere be now saw plainly tbat bis absence was 
even desired. He was now disposed to supply for 
a time for Mr. Foley at Hampton-on-tbe-Hill. He 
bad paid bim a visit tbere at tbe beginning of 
August, and perceiving tbat poor Foley was by no 
means well^ be proposed to come and take ebarge 
of tbe mission for bim, tbereby affording bim 
opportunity for rest, cbange of air, and recreation. 
After seeing tbe place, be seemed to bave some 
inclination for it. Besides a fair amount of mis- 
sionary duty, be wonld bave tbere a little ^rming, 
in wbicb be bad always taken deligbt, for tbere 
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were two cows^ half a dozen pigs, thirty sheep, and 
a stock of poultry. He could keep bis borse, and 
be near Leamington, wbere be bad several friends, 
and witbin an easy distance of Oscott. On tbe 8tb 
of October, 1842, be went to Hampton-on-tbe-Hill, 
to relieye bis friend Foley, but only as making an 
experiment; and it was expected tbat be would 
soon findy wbat ali bis friends saw and knew, tbat 
tbe mission was not likely to be bis restiag place. 
Poor Mr. Foley's bealtbrapidly declìned; be went 
in October to Sedgley Park, wbere bis old friend 
tbe president, Mr. Bowdon, sbowed bim tbe greatest 
kindness and attention. But be removed at tbe end 
of November to tbe New College at Oscott, wbere 
be died on tbe 11 tb of February, in tbe foUowing 
year, 1848. Db. Wbedall was witb bim tbe day 
before bis deatb, and retumed on tbe following 
Tuesday, to be present at bis frmeral, wbicb was 
conducted witb mucb solemnity. His remains were 
deposited in tbe first and centre recess in tbe crypt 
at tbe aitar end of tbe cbapel. 

Db. Weedall, it baa been mentioned, was 
only making an experiment at Hampton-on-tbe- 
Hìll. He was stili uneasy, unsettled, besitatiag, 
and nnbappy, and bad soon found tbat tbe experi- 
ment wonld not succeed. For one tbìng, boose- 
keeping on limited means was a tbìng to wbicb be 
bad not been accustomed, and wbicb be did not 
imderstand. In June, 1848, be removed to Lea- 
mington, four miles from Hampton, succeeding tbe 
Bey. William Cunningbam in tbe ebarge of tbat 
mission. At first be suffered seyerely in his bead, 
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Hfe^ he ieemed on die whole mne eondbctaUe. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Db. Weedall4)n thk Misbion at Leaminoton — His Diffi- 

CULTIES, DUTIES, AND HaBITS THEBE — SeBMON ON FaSTINQ 

— ^Decobation of His Ghafel — His Convebts — Sebmon 

AT NOBTHAMFTON — SeBMON AT LsAMIMGTON ON CoNFESSION 

— Newspafeb Gobbespondenoe Entailed BT IT — Hl8 
Addbess to the Choib — His Genbbal Ghabaoteb ab a 
mi8sioneb. 

HowEVEB trying was Db. Wbbdall's novel situa- 
tion on the mission^ his deep sense of duty soon 
prevailed over the feelings of nature, and he reso- 
lutely set to work in the discharge of his pastoral 
functions with a zeal and energy whieh fiUed his 
numerous friends with edification and consolation. 
If, indeed, he was to be on the mission at ali, a 
place more suitable in several respects for him than 
Leamington could hardly have been found. The 
congregation was not toc large for his strength, 
and a good part of it was composed of highly 
respectable residents, with occasionai yisitors, being 
generally persons of snperior education, capable of 
appreciating his talents, and relishing his eloquent 
and leamed disconrses. The town was genteel and 
pleasant, and the neighbourhood on ali sides in- 
teresting. What he most felt and complained of 
was the want of provision for the yarious necessities 
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and contingencies of the mìssion; and the conse- 
quent necessity of Constant collections in the chapel^ 
and appeals to die congregation. He was not 
accustomed to such a state of thìngs^ too common^ 
however^ in our poor missions ; and how much it 
cost him to make these collections^ may be in part 
inferred firom a short extract from an address with 
which he prefaced one of hìs appeals: — 

" Amongst the unpleasant duties of a pastor's life, one 
of the most unpleasaait is to reour to the subject of money 
and fiDance. Howeyer, you who know the ciroumstances 
of this mìssion, know that it is entirely unprovided with 
funds for any single purpose, and that ali expenses, whether 
of chapel, school, organ, or poor, must be provided by the 
priest from the contingent sources of the voluntary oflferings 
of the faithful. Six collections in the year for these pur- 
poses is ali that the pastor can brìng himself, and that 
reluctantly, to propose. And were it not for the private 
liberality of some ìndividuals, the above objects could not 
in any manner be carrìed out. But great as has been the 
liberality of private individuals in givÌDg beauty and honour 
to this house of God, and in providing efficiently for its 
service and comfort for ali, there must necessarily be a 
vast variety of minor but expensive details which can only 
be supplied by the voluntary coi^tributions of ali who 

benefit by them Perhaps from an unwillingness to say 

much, I bave not made myself intelligiblé. ÌBut you will 
probably infer that you are invited to support the oigan 
and choir, as they deserve to be supported, and that the 
coUection may be made, as usuai, on Sunday next." 

He was assisted^ however^ in Leamington by 
kind and generous friends^ who knew his great 
merits, and valued him as he deserved. To their 
houses he was always welcome. Indeed^ he seldom 
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dined at home; for when bis ordinary daties of 
the day had been discharged, — ^and they were 
iie;^er neglected^ — ^when he had visited the sick, 
consoled the afflicted, relieved the poor, and in- 
structed the ignorant and the enqtdrer after truth^ 
he found solace and relaxalion in the elegant and 
cheerful society of several Catholics residing in that 
fashionable town; which was very important for 
the preservation of his valuable health. Besides 
this resource, he had good friends in the neighbour- 
hoodj whom he fr equently visited, as at Kenilworth, 
Princethorpe, and Coventry, at the latter of which 
resided as missioner the present respected Bishop 
of Birmingham, Dr. Ullathome, who was also con- 
secrated in the noble church which he had built at 
Coventry, Bishop of Hetalona, on his being ap- 
pointed Vicar Apostolic of the Western District. 
He was consecrated by the venerable Vicar Apos- 
tolic of the Yorkshire District, Dr. Briggs, Jane 
21st, 1846. 

On the First Sunday of his first Lent at Lea- 
mington, in 1844, Dr. Weedall preached a sermon, 
which he was indnced to publish, with the title of 
Vindicatian of the Catholic discipline of Faating 
loth in principle and practice. He said in a note 
prefized to it: ''The foUowing sermon was not 
delivered with any view to publication, bnt simply 
to discharge an ordinary duty of the sacred ministry. 
But in consequence of certain misrepresentations 
afloat, to which the writer's attention has been 
xecently drawn, he yields to a request to publish 
the sermon^ in the hope that ìt may vindicate the 

V 2 
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prìnciple cfùaàng, and justify the pnctice of die 
CadioHe Chtircli^ in thÌB lioly and Apostolìcal Luti- 
taùon/* It waa in realitj a sermon which he liad 
preached at Oseatt in 1821. It ia a wdl aigned, 
gfìnteà, and pennaaiTe discfraiae; and the £ol- 
lowing eztract will gire an idea of ita atyle and 
eompofitìon: — 

** yiy brethren* wìth sneh evidence of ita ntifify and 
neeesfit^f wìth «neh weight of aathorìty in ita finroor. 
eomprìsìng ali the great, and good, and illnstiìoiis, lihsiSba 
ùfihe Jewish or the Christian Church; with the positive 
injnDction of Jesus Chrìst, backed bj his own divine 
example, is it well done by oor separated brethren, to 
renonnce the wholesome ordinance ? Is it wise, is it safe, 
to strike ont Irom theìr praetice so intrepidly, this efficient 
medium of sanetìfication? Ànd having thus decided for 
tbemselres agaìnst both reason and Scripture, is it deoent 
to stigmatize our Church with Judaism and superstìtion, 
bccause we stili cling to the holy custom, eveiy where 
commended in the sacred .wrìtìngs, and consecrated by 
prophets and apostles, by the head and master of the 
Christian Church ? Above ali, is it rational, is it con- 
sistent in terms, or wìth the common usage of langnage, 
that a Church, or a body of men, should strip the religion 
of Jesus Christ, which is essentially the reUgion ofthe cross, 
of ali that is penai in it, and mortifying to nature, of con- 
fession, of obedience, of poverty, of celibacy, of fasting, and 
of its other corporal austeritìes ; in a word, of eveiy cha- 
racter which oould stamp it as the religion of the first 
Christians, and then publish it forth to the world as the 
reformed religion : whilst that which has guarded, with a 
superhuman fidali ty, the counsels, as well Asprecepis, of her 
beloved Founder, the Church which is Catholic in its faith, 
and Catholic in its praetice, and Catholic and Apostolical 
in its essential discipline; that Church which assumes 
no license to recede from the letter of her instructions, 
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nor to explain &way, or to quibble with the words of 
the Testament, the Ghuroh whioh, in her simplicity under- 
stands the commandment to fietst, to abstain, to mortify the 
appetites, as implying a rea! obligation to fast, to abstain, 
and to mortify the appetites, and practises these austerìties 
aocordingly with an honest and cheerfìil submission ; that 
ibis Church should be branded as the corrapt, the dege- 
nerate, the superstitious Church, which needed to be 
reformed therefore, and brought back to the spirit of ita 
Founder! ^Is this rational? Is it intelligible? Is it 
conformable to the simplest elements of justice, thus to 
xnake her very merita the heads of her impeachment, and 
to condemn her, not by the evidence of the Gospel, but by 
the conyenient deoisions of irreligion and lioentiousness ?" 

St. Peter's Chapel, at Leamington, was built by 
the meritorious exertions of the ReV. B. Crosbie, 
and opened in October^ 18S9. It is a handsome 
building^ in the Grecian style; but Dr. Wbbdall, 
soon after he carne to Leamington^ being quite 
enamoured of every thing Gothic^ had a great wish 
to gothiciae the interior^ so far as this could be 
done consistently in a building of a widely different 
character. He did this, however, successfully, by 
adopting that style of transition, or Orientai Gothic, 
usually termed Byzantine; and the chapel was 
superbly decorated in that style. His eloquent and 
impressive sermons attracted many to the chapel, 
and he had the happiness to witness many con- 
versions. His own amiable manners, and his humble 
and unostentatious life, had their share in winning 
for him the respect and confidence of the inhabitants 
of Leamington in an extraordinary degree. He 
was frequently consulted by correspondents, who 
concealed their names, while they candidly opened 
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considered that the sermon would be as acceptable 
as if new^ after tlie lapse of nìneteen years; and, in 
fact, there were but two or tbree persone present 
who remembered it on the former occasion. He 
carne agaìn in the week foUowing to Northampton, 
by ìnvitation of the Bishop, to attenda as a TÌsitor, 
the annual meeting of the clergy of the Eastern 
District. The writer had the pleasnre of meeting 
him there, and spending some days with him. He 
was in excellent spirits, and seemed in as good 
health as at any period of his lìfe. 

On the 18th Sunday after Pentecoste in 1846, 
Db. Weedall preached at Leamington a very able 
sermon on Confession. He had composed it at 
Oscott, and preached it there, on the same Sunday, 
in the year 18S9, during the Jubilee granted on 
occasion of the electìon of Pope Pius Vili. He 
was eamesdy solicited by his congregatìon to print 
this sermon, and it appeared under the tide of A 
Vindicatìon of the Catholic Doctrine and Discipline 
of Confession. He wrote the foUowing introductory 
note for it, from Bamsgate, where he was on a yisit, 
though the first sentence only was prefixed to the 
sermon when published. It is, however, so excel- 
lent and so characteristìc of the author, that no 
apology can be needed for giving it here entire: — 

" The present homily is prìnted at the request of 
certain persons, to whose judgment the wrìter deems it 
reasonable to defer. Though reoently preached, it has not 
been recently wrìtten. It was oomposed seyeral years ago, 
with no yiew to publication ; so that at this distance of 
time, and at a distance also from his books and papers, the 
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author oannot now remember how far and what acknow- 
ledgements should be made to any extraneous sources of 
infonnatioiL He has, however, a grateful recolleotìon of 
the admirable work« which had just then appeared, of the 
late Bishop of Strasbourg, and he would be well pleased to 
find that he had successfuUy adapted any of the lucid 
yiewB and masterly reasonings of that illustrious and 
highly gifted prelate. However this may be, he hopes he 
does not depart from the spiiìt of the ' Disoussion Amicale/ 
that no bittemess of controversy peryades his sermon, that 
in vindicating Gatholic doctrine, he assumes the defensive 
position, rather than the aggressive, and that if he aims to 
refute error, he refiites it only by establishing truth. 

" In controversy, indeed, originality of matter is as 
little to be wished for as ezpeoted. Old doctrines will beat 
be sustained by old arguments. It is only they who invent 
new theories to overtum old truths, that can afford to be 
originai and rìdiculous. The quiet province of the Gatholio 
controvertist, is to collect and adapt, rather than to invent, 
to resemble the householder in the Gospel, to re-produce 
old matter under new forms only, and thus to become the 
Scrìbe leamed in the kingdom of Heaven, who brings 
forth from his treasures new things and old : Ideo omnis 
scriba dootus in regno calorum dmilis est homini pcUrtfamilias. 

" Ramsgate, Feast of St. Wilfrid, 1846." 

This sermon led to an animated correspondence 
in the Leamington Spa Courier, between Db. 
Weedall and the Eev. Frederick Chalmers, who 
began it by a long letter of remarks upon the 
sermon. It wotdd only encumber these pages 
with yery uninviting matter to detail the common 
place arguments and imfounded accusations of Mr. 
Chalmers^ in his long^ wearisome letters. He was 
little aware what a man he attacked when he 
enconntered De. Weedall. With the cool self- 
possession of a yeteran who feels his power^ but 
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Iias no need to put it forth against an adversary 
by no means formidable, he playfully defended 
his sermon^ and made bis opponent appear ratber 
rìdìculoTis. A few extracts from bis letters will 
illustrate bis bappy mode of rebutting tbe worst 
cbarges brougbt against bis admirable sermon. Mr. 
Cbalmers bad ignorantly asserted tbat tbe Greek 
cburcb owns neitber tbe doctrine nor tbe practice 
of confession. Dr. Weedall baving directed bis 
attention to quotations in tbe sermon from various 
Gxeek Fatbers^ tbns amusingly proceeds: — 

" I might also, if space could be found, narrate to Mr. 
Cbalmers a very pleasant story on this subject, about 
eertain theologians of the celebrated Protestant University 
of Wittemberg sending up a deputation to a eertain Jere- 
mias, Patrìarch of Constantinople, the then acknowledged 
Head of the Greek Church, with a copy of the Augsburg 
Confession of Faith, for bis examination and approvai; 
and how the said Jeremias severely rapped the knuckles 
of the said deputies for presuming to suppose that the 
&ith of the Greek Church, on the leading points of 
Transubstantiation, Oonfemon^ Invocation of Saints, &c., 
&c., was not precisely the same as of the Church of Rome, 
commg doum to both hy uninterrupted tradiUon. And how he 
thereupon bimdled out the deputies, together with their 
bundle of Articles, as is more particularly narrated in the 
'Perpetuitó de la Foi.'" 

Mr. Cbalmers bad closed bis first lettor very 
disgracefolly^ witb denouncing wbat be cbose to 
cali tbe immoral tendency of tbe Confessional. 
Tbis drew tbe foUowing merited castigation from 
Dr. Weedall: — 

" But bis last paragraph I severely blame, not merely 
as injudicious, but as eminently unjust. What right has 
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Mr. Chalmers io cast inflBuiìy on the Oatholic Ghureh, and 
wantonly io dishonour his own mother? Does he not 
know ihat in doing so he defames milliona of the fedrest 
and brìghtest characters of the Christian Ghurch, and the 
majority, even now, of the Christian World ? But to speak 
only of our own times. Let him look to the large portion 
of his own Church, who have a yeaming for the practice 
of Confession. Let him inspect the bright and brave 
array of converts who have recently joined our Church. 
Are their names less honourable, — are their minds lesa 
oultivated, — their judgment less sound, — their morals lesa 
unimpeachable than his own ? Have they been educated 
in a school less pure than his, — and have they imbibed 
sentiments of religion less perfect and less exalted ? Are 
they his inferiors in literature, morality, and theology? 
And if on trial they had found our Church to be what Mr. 
Chalmers describes it, would they not have immediately 
abandoned or denounced it ? 

** I do not say that I fling back the charge with indigna- 
tion ; it would imply more excitement of temper than I 
really feel ; but I teli Mr. Chalmers, and I teli him fìrmly, 
that his charges are unmanly and unmannerly ; as worth- 
less in argument, as imgenerous in sentiment/' 

After Mr. Chalmers^ the Yicar of Leamìngton 
carne forth; and Db. Weedall wrote in answer 
to him two long and admìrable lettera, full of 
theological lore, and enlivened by clever sarcasm, 
cutting, though courteous. The concluding para- 
graph wiU suffice to give the reader a specimen of 
his felicitous handling of this opponenti — 

" There is an instinct, too, of human nature to connect 
truth with good humour. If, in the case of two opponents, 
there are manifested the opposite extremes of good and 
bad temper; if one laughs, and the other frets; if one 
flings a joke, the other a firebrand ; prepossession will be 
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in farottir of the first I do noi hereby iasinnate that 
eìther the Vicar or my self illuetrate these opposite extremes. 
It is an abstract comparìson only, which I plead in abate- 
ment. But, at the risk of being thought somewhat officious, 
I will venture to suggest to the Vicar, that if bis heavy 
colunms had been relieved by a little cheerful sprightli- 
ness, if he had worked into the pasty matter a little less of 
the leaven of iniquUift and a little more of the leaven of 
iincerity and truth, it woold bave been quite as light and 
agreeable, and much more readable than fame reports it 
to bave been/* 

ThxLs^ then. Db. Weedall^ doring bis career 
at Leamington^ experienced the various phases of 
missionary life. While he fulfilled the several 
obligations of his charge, and fed his flock with 
the assiduous care of a good shepherd^ he had in 
his tum to defend them against the wolf^ and pre- 
yent their straying from the fold^ and feeding in 
noxious pastures. In all^ he proceeded with that 
serene temper of holy charity, which is laid down 
by the great St. Augustin as the som and perfection 
pf a Christian life : *' Semel ergo breve praeceptum 
tibi prsBcipitnr, dilige et quod vis fac : sive taceas, 
^ectione taceas; sive clames^ dilectione clames; 
sive emendes^ dilectione emendes ; sive parcas^ 
dilectione parcas : radix sit intus dilectionis : non 
. potest de ista radice nisi bonum existere." (Tract 7 
in 1 Joan.)* His bebaviour to ali was kind^ bene- 
volent, and attractive, which made him always 

* Once for ali, theiefore, a ahort preoept ii cominanded thee,— love and 
do what thou wìlt : if thou art aileiit, be silent with lo^ ; if thou ipeakest 
kmdly, ipeak londly with lore ; if thoa amendat, ameud vìth loTe ; if thou 
ipareit, ipaie with love : let there be within a root of love : nothing but 
good can eziit from this root. 

W 
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loyed, wMe his yery saperìor abilities and gentle- 
manly manners always procnred hìm real respect. 

Ab a good example of Dr. Wbbdall's cheerfbl 
and Iiappy style of address on famìliar occasions^ 
the following portions may be taken of a speech at 
a supper, which he gaye at his own house to the 
members of the choir. 

" Mt oood Fbisnds, 

" It is usuai ou occasiona like the preseut to address 
the company as ' Ladies and Gentlemen :' but I think it 
more suitable to the simplicity of my feelings, as well as tor 
the ordinaiy style of my addresses, to say, my dear frienda, 
my good friends. 

" Good friends then let it be. And now let me teli 
my good friends that I am not going to make this a 
speechifying night, to tum our meeting into a debating 
club,— to tum concard into dùcord, It I express to you the 
pleasure I feel in meeting you, and my gratitude for the 
great exertions you make for promoting objects so dear to 
me, I shall not ask any one to make a speech in return. 
If only my sincere thanks shall be thought not unworihy 
of your acceptance, I shall wish you to keep them, and not 
to return them. So much for the character of our meeting. 

'* I feel quite delighted that drcumstances this year 
bave enabled me to receire you in my humble habitation^ 
and at my humble board. Perhaps you may think that I 
am bere affecting a false modesty, and that I deal ui^justly 
with the board, when I style it humhU. But I assure you, 
I mean what I say. For excepting only the sincere good 
will, and the hearty welcome which I proffer you on this 
occasion, I can elaim very little of this entertainment but 
the timpU board bdow. The yiands aboye are ali the con- 
tributions of good friends to you and me ; some of whom 
I will not name, because they may happen to be bere 
present, and others I need not name, because they are 
absent. Ali of them by this act wish to acknowledge the 
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Qtilily of your services, and io make substantial demon- 
Btratìon of the warm interest they take in the little party 
assembled." 

It was the year 1847^ whezi the famine prevaìled 
in Ireland^ and subscriptions were every where 
making to relieve the dreadful dìstress in the sister 
isle. This will explain the foUowing beautiful and 
feeling continuation: — 

" For another reason I rejoice that they have evìnced 
an interest on this particular occasion. For had it been 
otherwise, I should scarcely bave had the heart at this 
crisis of want and woe to appear to Inxuriate in the table, 
or bave deemed it consistent with my particular character 
as steward of the poor, — ^much as I wish to show honour 
and attention to my present company, — I should scarcely 
bave had the courage to divert any available resources 
towards fumisbing what is familiarly termed a supper 
party, wbilst famine is raging in the land, with a fury 
and fatality unparalleled, perbaps, in the history of the 
world. But we may take comfort that in partaking of what 
friends bave provided, we do not exhaust their benevo- 
lànce, nor do we diminish our own means and will to 
sympathise practically with others. So that the result 
may prove to be that charity may be augmented, that the 
fragments may exceed the originai provision, and that we 
sbsdl only tbink with a more determined charity on the 
bearts which are bursting, and the frames that are breaking, 
and the souls that are passing, from sheer want, to a farther 
and a better land. And we shall fervently pray that 
abundance may tax its means, and mediocrity husband ita 
resources; that small bearts may be enlarged, and largo 
hearts may be widened stili, to meet the pressing, the 
appalling exigencies of so many millions of our fellow- 
creatures perishing with hunger. 

" Forgive me for dwelling on this point ; for on these 
occasions it is uppermost in my mind, as I doubt not it is 
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in yonrs. Let me now acknowledge, and thank you ali, 
ooUectiTely and indìvidually, for your usefdl aervices to onr 
little ehnrch.'' 

He proceeds to show how the Cadiolic Chtircli 
herself acknowledges and regulates such senrices^ 
and conclades by poìnting out beautìfolly and 
practically what shonld be the gtiiding spirit of 
those who sìng in onr holy services: — 

" They shonld aim to give majesty to Belìgion, and to 
nonrish devotion and hnmility in their hearta. Singing in 
graee, as the Apostle says, mging m gr€U», in your hearts to 
Ood ; so that those who listen may he worked upon, as waa 
the great St. Augustin, who thus leaves it recorded in one 
of his celehrated works : ' O how much did I weep in 
hearing thy hymns and cantìdes, heing exceedingly moTed 
hy the Yoiees of thy harmonious Chnrch. Those Yoices 
flowed in at my ears, and thy tmth distilled into my heart, 
and from thence the affection of devotion hoiled OTor, and 
tears flowed from me, and I foond much comfort in them.' 
Con£ ix., 6. 

" These are my simple wishes to God for you ali, and 
this is my hest expression of thanks, that the harmony of 
your voices shonld hespeak the harmony of yonr faith and 
your virtues : that through those voices tmth shonld distil 
into ears, and devotion he transfused into hearts: that 
tears shonld he made to flow rather than admiration be 
excited, and that from an earthly choir you may he raised 
to an immortai one, whose merits are more justly recognised 
and better rewarded. We will now sing : Non nobis Domins, 
non nohÌ8, Ac" 

Thns did this incomparable man possess the 
secret of treating the most ordinary affaìrs in a 
way peculiarly fascinating, and at the same time 
instmctive. The reader cannot fail to admire the 
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vein of humour, anfl playful pleasantry in which. he 
manages the simple matter of thanking his chcir, 
and welcoming them to his entertainment, and 
much more the ingenuity with which he almost 
ìmperceptibly elevates the ocoasion to a higher 
purpose, and contrives to make it serve the great 
ends of charity and devotion. But he had an ori- 
ginai way of treatìng the commonest subjects: he 
invested the most unattractive themes with some 
elegant adomment, and worked out every topic 
with grace and felicity peculiarly his own. Indeed 
his compositions were often overlaboured; for he 
was never contented with ordinaxy precision and 
elegance. Great care and scrupulous attention 
pervaded ali his performances, and as a necessary 
consequence were conspicuous in ali his missionary 
duties. 

It wiU at the same time be easily understood 
how a missioner, zealous as he was even to anxiety : 
and particular even to scrupulosity, must occa- 
sionally prove a trial to his flock; and it must be 
owned that tìns was too frequently the case with 
Db. Webdall. His sermons were ofte^i tediously 
long, and so severely tried the patience of the con- 
gregation, that they had recourse to the expedient 
of putting up a clock in the chapel, where it could 
be seen by the preacher, and might warn him not 
to exceed a reasonable time in his discourses. But < 
this produced no effect: he was too much absorbed 
in his subject, to attend to the progress of time; 
and so it was with him to the end of his career. In 
every function he was apt to be very long and often 
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tiresome: he did not xnake allowance for the feel- 
ìngs of others^ but measored theìr capacity by the 
ezalted standard of ina own zeal and deyotion. 
Acciistomed for so many years to college discipline 
and command^ he would ofìten keep persona waitin^ 
for him; and was hardly ever princtaal. He has 
been known to interrupt hearing Confessions^ and 
keep a number of penitents waiting a long time, 
because he had bis Office to say. In many things 
of this kind he was certainly more attentive to bis 
own convenience^ than to that of bis people. Never- 
theless they always loved him and respected him; 
for they knew how much bis great virtues and 
talents outweighed these defects. But the truth 
was that the mission was not bis precise vocation. 
When placed upon it indeed, he gavehis heart and 
soni to its duties^ and discharged them faithfdlly to 
the best of bis judgment and ability ; but as a mis- 
sioner he was not exactly in bis element. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Db. Weedall's àddbess at the Instalment of Bishop 
Ullathobne — He is Called to St. Chad's, Bibmino- 

HAM, AND MaDE ViOAB GeNEBAL AND DeAN OF THE 

Cathedbal — His'FuNEBAL Sebmon on Bishop Walsh — 
He Betibes to Handswobth — His Sebmon at the 

FUNEBAL OF LaDY ThBOCKMOBTON — FUNEBAL OF DB. 

EiBE — Db. Wbedall*s Memoib of Him — Db. Weedall 

AppOINTED PbOVOST of BiBMINGHAM — ^ASSISTS AT THE 

Fibst Counoil of Westminsteb — ^Aooompanies Bishop 
Ebbinoton on his Visitation — Meets with an Aocident 
— Death of John Eabl of Shbewsbuby — Db. Wee- 
dall's Funebal Obation oveb Him — Death of Eabl 
Bebtbam, his Sucoessob. 

In the month of August, 1848, the Eight Rev. Dr. 
Ullathome was appointed Vicar Apostolic of the 
Central District, vacant by the translation of Dr. 
Walsh to the London District, preparatory to his 
being nominated, as was intended, the first Arch- 
bìshop of Westminster, when the new hierarchy 
should be constituted. Bishop Ullathome was 
translated therefore from the Western to the Cen- 
tral District. He was instaUed in St. Chad's 
Cathedral, at Birmingham, on the SOth of August, 
and Dr. Weedall, haying been appointed his 
Yicar General, receiyed him at the door of the 
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m\amH%hi\ and meritoriona labour." 

Didhop Ullathomc well knew, and properly 
appraciated the talenta and merita of his intimate 
tr\mà I)r. Webdall, and he lost no time in ayail- 
ing himfielf of his valuable counsels. In a Pastoral 
Lett«r of November 16th, 1848, his lordship made 
the folh>wing announcement respecting him : — 

'' Having oonHidered tbat a Bishop must extend his 
personal vigilance, and a watchful solicitude to eveiy 
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portion of bis distrìot ; that he must of neoessity be muoh 
and frequently absent from bis residence; tbat, never- 
tbeless, tbere sbould always be found some one tbere 
possessed of authority to meet such exigencies as may 
arìse, and require immediate attention, and to represent 
the Bishop durìng bis absence even in bis distrìot ; and 
well aware tbat this is tbe usuai practice of tbe Gburob ; 
desirous also to bave near us a pnident ecclesiastic to 
share our counsel^; we bave, tberefore, appointed tbe 
Very Rev. Dr. Weedall to reside witb us as our Vicar 
General botb in temporals and spirìtuais ; wbom we bave 
also appointed Dean of our Episcopal Gburcb, and to 
wbom we beg to refer ali persons wbo cali upon us on 
matters of business in our absence, unless tbey sbould 
particularly wisb to consult ourselves." 

As further proofs of the Bishop's esteem and 
confidence^ he signified in the same Fastoral his 
appointment of Db. Wbbdall to preside over three 
important councils^ — those of the temporalities of 
the district^ — of the temporalities of Oscott College^ 
and of the temporalities of the school at Sedgley 
Park. In consequence of these important appoint- 
ments^ Db. Wbbdall^ in the month of December, 
removed from Leamington^ and carne to reside with 
his Bishop at St. Chad'sj Birmingham. On the 
ensuing Feast of the Fnrification of our Blessed 
Lady^ he assisted at the head of the clergy of the 
town at the opening of the new chapel of the 
Oratory recently established in Birmingham^ under 
the venerable superior, Rev. J. H. Newman, who 
preached an affecting sermon on the occasion. 

He was soon after called upon to discharge a 
more important and trying duty^ to preach the 
funeral Oration over his late Bishop and lamented 
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trìenà, Dr. Walsh^ wko died in London, <m tlie 
18th of February, 1849, aged 72. His fìmeral 
obfequief took place first at St. Mary's Chuzch, 
Moorfieldsj London, on the SStli of Febmary. 
Hii honoured remains were, boweyer, removed 
on the following day to St. Cbad's Catbedral^ 
Birmingham, where another solemn servìce was 
performed for him on the 3nd of March; and his 
body was finally deposited in the crypt of the 
cathedral. On both occaaions Db. Wesdall de- 
livered the same funeral oration, with the slight 
exception of the introduction, which was substitated 
at St. Chad's, for the exordium at Moorfields, that 
haying been ''merdy apologetic of the preacher's 
peculiar position," as explained in a note to the 
Oration, afterwards pnblìshed. The circumstances 
of its haying been deliyered but a few years ago, 
and subsequendy published, render it nnnecessary 
to dwell mnch upon its contents. It is eloquent, 
eamest, and pathetic; but, perhaps, hardly equal 
to Dr. Webdall's preyious productions. It is a 
laboured and studied composition, in which, how- 
eyer, he undertook to establish more than he conld 
haye justly hoped to accomplish. He selected for bis 
text: Behold a great priest, toho in his days pleaaed 
Godi and wasfoundjtist (Ecclus. xlyi., 17.) He 
felt that it would be thought "not exactly to 
delineate the peculiar characteristics " of the de- 
ceased prelate, "yet," he said, *'the more I consider 
the prominent features of his life, and the structural 
machinery of bis character, the more I am persuaded 
that there were the elements of greatneBS wìthin 
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him^ as there were confessedly the elements of 
goodness.** The lattei wìll be universally and 
gladly ^dmitted; but the preacher, able as he was^ 
could hardly establish satisfactorily any other^r^a^- 
ness in the character of Bishop Walsh ihan that of 
virtue. Good, piousj humble, amiable^ aealous^ 
meek^ patient^ and perseverìng he certainly was; 
and 80 far he waà great, but no farther. Dr. 
Weedall first undertakes to prove him grecti in 
hìs personal character^ that is a man of great yirtaes; 
and bere 'no one wiU dispute bis success. But he 
also professes to show that he was > great in bis 
"enlarged views of prospective utìKty,'* and in bis 
means and measures to realise it; and lastly^ that 
be was great in the results wbich he achieved. 
These two latter points he treats together^ as natu- 
rally resolrable into one: but those who knew 
the holy prelate well^ and are well acquainted with 
the course of bis episcopacy^ will hardly consider 
that the preacher has established bis propositions. 
He enumerates indeed a number of good and great 
Works planaed and begun, and in some ìnstances 
perfected : but though they ali happened under bis 
episcopacy^ it does not follow that they were ali 
owing to him. It would be safer, and nearer to 
the truth^ to say that he was carried along by these 
eyents^ rather than that he devised or directed 
them^ or at least many of them. They certainly 
rendered bis episcopacy memorable : but it is too 
well known that they are not unclouded in some 
Ìnstances with yery painful associations ; and eyen 
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the preacher felt obliged to hint that he " adven- 
tured" occasionally " a noble darìng^ a little beyond 
the technical caution of huxnan polìcy." But Dr. 
Webdall did himself injustice^ when he modestly 
ascrìbed to Bishop Walsh the merit of erectmg 
" a College and Seminary, perhaps the largest and 
most complete that has been erected^ de novo, since 
the days of the Beformation." That work irould 
never bave been accomplished^ or even attempted^ 
without a Weedall: he had indeed the wUling 
sanction and cordial co-operation of Dr. Walsh ; 
but to Weedall are due the erection and organisa- 
tion of that noble College. 

Though compared with Db. Webdall's pre- 
vious discourses, this Sermon is so far defectiye as 
it undertakes to prove him generally great^ who 
could be called so only in the sense that he was 
good ; it is nevertheless a very fine composition. 
It bears the marks of labour and rhetorical artifice ; 
but it is stili a production of very great merit. 
One extract^ describing in language of unequalled 
power, the horrors of the first French Bevolution^ 
will suffice in illustration. 

"like a wild tornado, it swept away our foreign 
colleges and educational establishments, commingling ali 
Ihings, sacred and profane ; and in the face of God and 
man, heaping up a monstrous accumulation of morder, 
rapine, sacrìlege, peijury, cruelty, and impiety, so that .no 
tongue could repeat, no pen could record, save the pen of 
the recording Angel, the indescribable horrors of those 
frightful times. Suffice it to say, that ali our foreign es- 
tablishments were dismantled, — St. Omers, Douay College, 
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that motheir of martyrs, aad bulwark of the &iih, — ihiB 
houses of the Benedictines and Franciscans were ali deareid 
out and plundered, and their holy inmates, senior s and 
juniors, were forced away by ruffian soldiers, and crowded 
ìnto the gloomy prìsons of Arras and the Gitadel of 
Dourlens.'' 

Db. Weedall's residence at the Bishop's 
House^ and position as the head priest and Dean 
of St. Chad's^ Birmingham, were of great benefit 
to religion, and great comfort and support to the 
Bishop, Dr. Ullathorne. In placing him there, his 
lordship had two objects in view, — ^the aervice of 
the Distrìct, and the putting him in his proper 
position as the first priest of the District. Many 
difficulties were overcome by his connsels and 
co-operation ; and his presence was of material 
service in aiding to bring things to a hearing, and 
in inspiring confidence. But the charge was of a 
nature too oppressive for his health and strength, 
and towards the autumn of this year, 1849, he was 
in a state of great sufiering, and his eyes much 
worse. He went to London for a little change and 
recreation in October; and in his absence his old 
friend and schoolfellow, Bishop Briggs, V. A. of the 
Yorkshire District, conveyed through Dr. Kirk, of 
Lichfield, his apprehensions to Bishop TJUathorne, 
that Db. Weedall could not continue in his posi- 
tion at St. Chad's without serious danger to his 
life. His kind and good Bishop immediately sig- 
nified to him his sincere wish to relieve his mind 
firom ali anxiety arising &om his position at St. 
Chad's, and that he had no other object than to 
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conralt liifl feelings. The Bishop thaaght 1 
like to return to Leamington^ and offered in. tfaat 
case to place a second priest there to assist hìm. 
Bat he begged Db. Weedall, whom he addreased 
as his '^ dear and yenerable friend^" that he wcrald 
net consider him (the Bishop)^ but only himself and 
hiB own health and happiness^ in any condnsiaiL to 
which he might come in the important matter, 
adding that had he anticipated so mach trial to 
De. Weedall^ he certaìnly never shonld haye prò- 
posed bis coming to St. Chad's. De. Weedaul 
preferred retiring to the Convent of our Lady of 
Mercy^ at Handsworth, dose to Birmingham, where 
he wotdd bare only a small coifgregation to attend 
to, besides the community, and the children of the 
orphanage. He accordingly qidtted St. Chad's, 
and removed to Handsworth on December 18th, 
1849. 

He was called a few months later to preach 
another funeral Sermon. Elizabeth, Lady Throck- 
morton, the wife of Sir Robert Throckmorton, Bart., 
and sìster of Cardinal Acton, had taken a voyage to 
Madeira, in the hope of benefit to ber health ; but 
unhappily in rain. She died there in Aprii, and 
was brought home for interment in the fiunily vault 
at Coughton, Warwickshire. The funeral took 
place on the Ist of June, 1850, and Sir Robert, an 
intimate friend and former pupil of De. Wbedall*s, 
tequested him to preach on the occasion. His dis- 
course was so originai and touchingly beautiful, 
that the reader cannot fedi to be gratified with some 
extracts from it. Those who bave had experience 
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in preaching funeral discourses, know how difficult 
ìt is in such compositions to produce any thing 
new : but Db. Weedall was never at a loss^ bis 
fertility was never exhausted. Accordingly, in 
this Sermon he takes a new and striking text, and 
draws it out with the happiest ingennity : — 

*' And the Angel of the Lord..,said to her: Agar, hand* 
maid of Sarai, whenoe comesi thou f and whither goest thou f 
Genesis xvi. 

" How dìfferent the reception to-day from Ihat which 
our hopes had formed ! How different is she who oomes 
in, from ber who went out in gladness ! From her who 
went out, the crown of her family, the omament of her 
house, "ajoyful mother of children/' Ask the question 
again : Whence comest thou f and whither goest thou f There 
is no ear to catch the greeting, no tongue to answer. And 
I am commissioned to answer for what portion of mortality 
that coffin contains. She is come from a pìlgrìm land, 
from a voyage of experìment, where she fulfìlled a duty of 
prudent piety. She is come from a land of salubrìty, 
where she was enjoined to seek for restoration. And she 
Comes back the mute cTÌdence of unintermitted patience 
under protracted sufferìngs, and of meek resignation to the 
adorable will of God, to which she had learned completely 
to subject her own : Not my wiU, but thvne he done ! 

** And now she is come to her last home on earth. to 
bespeak the prayers of relatives and friend s who honoured 
her, to receive the benedictions of her holy Mother the 
Church, and to be signed and sealed within her final man- 
sion, nntil she be transferred to the valley of Josaphat. 
Ànd her soni, whither is it gone ? It is gene to the house 
ofher etemity (Eccles. xii., 5) : and if it bave met with a 
just Judge, it has also met with a merciful one. 

" My brethren, we do not augur rashly when we augur 
favourably of the general issue of that last trial to which 
i^e has been subjected. Her life and conversation among 
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Peter uhu tkere, sent tmto km two men, dedring, tJuU he wovld 
noi be slaek to come unto them. And Peter ridng up went toith 
them. And when he wm come, they hr<mght him into the upper 
ehamber. And aU the widows stood abeut him weeping, and 
ehùwing him the ooate and the garmentt which Doreas had mode 
them. 

** And bere the parallel must end. We cannot realize 
the conclusion of the scene : And they aU being put forth, 
Peter kneeling down, prayed, and tuming to the body he said .-' 
Tabitha, arise. And she opened her egee : and seeing Peter, 
she sat up. And giving her his hand, he Ufted her up. And 
when he had oaUed the saints and the widows hepresented her 
alitfé. This we cannot realize. We cannot pray with the 
authorìty of St. Peter : Tabitha, arise. But we can meekly 
commend her to St. Peter and to ali the saints of God, and 
fenrently pray Uiat her soni nuty rest in everUuting peace" 

Further on he thus strìkingly personifies Death: 

** Remember that Death is not slow. (Ecclus xiv., 12.) 
It is not enough to admit that Death wiU come ; we must 
be convinced that it will eome quiohly, as the torrent that 
piuseth swifUy in the vaUeys. (Job vi., 15.) For indeed it 
sets US in our cradle, and crouches at our heels in our 
earliest paths. It follows us foot by foot, and step by step ; 
and though we plunge into Uie thickest of the throng, and 
think to hide ourselves as indìviduals among the multi- 
tude, yet Death never loses either sìght or ground. And 
there he stands and watches each. You see him described 
in the old tapestry before you, standing on the earth, as if 
to claim it. His hour glass at band, nicely adjusted, for 
one an hour, for one half an hour, for another ten minutes, 
for another three. And whether high, or low, or rich, or 
poor, wheUier young, or aged, healthy, or infìrm, when once 
a man has reached the term which God has prescribed, 
those e^i^nted bounds which cannot be passed, (Job xiv., 6,) 
he crouches towards him without regarding face or person, 
and when the last grain of sand has dropped below, he 
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smites him down wìthout remorse, and in royal guise he 
sets bis foot upon bis neck." Job xnii., 14. 

At the dose of the year 1851, the venerable 
Dr. Kirk died at Lichfield, at the very advanced 
age qf 91. Dr. Weedall, his old friend and 
early pupil at Sedgley Park, sung the solemn Mass 
of Beqniem at his fonerai, in his little chuxch of 
St. Cross, at Lichfield; and he afterwards wrote a 
yery interestìng 'memoir of him, which appeared 
in the Catholic papers. The Tablet and Catholie 
Standard, Jan. 24tìi, 1852, as also in the Ordo 
recitandi for the year 1853, The introduction 
deseryes to be transferred to this page : — 

*' A pillar bas just fallen in our little cburcb, a ,master 
mind bas fled, carrjring witb it the records of tbree genera- 
tions, a great man bas departed, or what is batter, a good 
man and aboly priest, u;^o«tf|>raM0 trof in aU the churchei, 

bas gone to his eternai home Of patriarcbal age, and 

patriarcbal simplicity of manners, ranging througb near 
a century of Catholic affairs, witb many of which be was 
actively and intimately identifìed, quorum pars magna fuit, 
he moved a living chronide of persons, places, and facts, 
which our little Englisb cburcb will long desiderate, 
perbaps never replace. Affection would fain dwell on his 
memoiy, and if possible, adom it ; buttime and occupation 
can afEbrd only a brief memoir, which Uie future annalist 
may extend. His saUem aocumulem donis" 

In June, 1852, the new Chapters were erected 
in the Dioceses of England ; and again the Bishop 
of Birmingham paid a just tribute to the merits of 
Dr. Wbedall by appointing him the first Provost 
of his Cathedral Chapter. He assisted, as the 
proxy of the Chapter, at the First Provincial 
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7- : CouDcil of WestmÌBster, held at St Mary's College^ 

Oscott, in the begìnning of July^ was assistakit 

^. ^ priest at the Pontificai High Mass^ and read out 

^ _ each day at the eonclusion of each of the three Ses- 

'^ . sions^ the three points of Meditation, Soon after 

the Synod, he accompanied the Bishop of Plymouth^ 

Dr. Errington^ on his first episcopal yisitation of 

his diocese; but unfortunatey met with an accidente 

by scraping the shin bone of his leg against a step^ 

vf 'ifhich obliged him to lie by for several days; so 

^\ that the Bishop was reluctantly obliged to leave 

y him behind in Comwall, in.September, and forego 

the further benefit and pleasure of his accompanying 

him for the rest of his yisitation. For several days 

ai he could neither go up nor'down stairs; but the 

- wound healed soundly^ though the process was 

slow and painful. 

An event occurred at the dose of this year, 

j which cast a heavy gloom over the whole Catholic 

t body in England^ which has only gone on deepen- 

t ing since, by the inscrutable dispensation of Divine 

Providence. This was the nnexpected death of 

John^ Earl of Shrewsbury, which took place at 

Naples, on the 9th of November. It was felt in 

England as a perfect calamity; and time has only 

too fatally justified the estimate of that very deso- 

lating event. On the 14th of December, the 

precious remains of the great and good Earl having 

been conveyed to his princely mansion at Alton 

Towers, a solemn Mass of Requiem was sung in 

the beautiful family chapel, and Dk. Weedall 

deUvered a sermon, justly characterised as ''a 



260 UFR OF MOirSIGMOB WZBDALL. [1852« 

magnificent {uneral disconne, which did honour to 
hÌ8 head and heart.'** It was indeed " magnificent," 
a model of pulpit eloquence, worthy of the exalted 
subject, worthy of the gifted orator. It is equal, if 
not superior» to any of his previous productions; 
and no feebleness, no commonplace, no falling off 
in any way can be detected in any part of it. A 
more strictly appropriate text might have been 
8Ugge8ted; but a nobler use, or a grander applica- 
tion of the text chosen conld not have been ima- 
gined. The sermon, of coarse, was immediately 
published; and it is too fresh in every one's re- 
membrance to require mach to be quoted from it 
bere. A few of its most interesting passages may, 
however, be selected: — 

" Bom to the highest earthly pretensione, possessed 
of fortune in princely amount, and of domain s correspond- 
ing to his fortune, descending from a line of ancestry, 
whose martìal prowess had shed a lustre over the palmy 
days of England's gloiy, the good Earl of Shrewsbuzy 
might have trod the most select paths of fashionable life, 
might have rioted in ali the luxuries of refìnement, and 
have aifected a notorìety which many would have deemed 
most fìtting, and more would have considered, at least, not 
unhonourable. But his judgment was formed on a safer 
mie. His wisdom was of a higher order. Built upon the 
maxims of the Gospel, and the assumed insecurity of 
worldly polioy, he was poor in the midst of plenty. He 
m&de friends of the mammonofiniquity,'\ and regarding his 
wealth as a deponi, rather than an absolute property, he 
expended, without limitation, in charity, and laid up his 

• Memoir of the Earl of Sìurewsbnry, in the ' Ordo for 1854, by Re?. 
Edward Price. 

t St. Lukb zvx., 9. 
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goods in the bosom of the poor. He transmitted neh 
ti'easures, in secret, to Heaven ; aad whilst his memory 
will be in benedietìon before Ood and man^ his good works, we 
need not doubt, iriS commend him to meroy in the gate. Et 
laudent eum inportis opera ^'im.* 

" And tbis is the trae poìnt on whioh to fix his cha- 
racter. It wouid be a waste of tìme to traoe out his early 
hìf tory, and chronicle his years from the boy to the man. 
He ran through the usuai course of Catholic studìes, partly 
at college, partly under private tuition, with credit and 
success; and bis sound acquìrements and solid judgment 
evinced the ability of his instructors ; as did the gentle- 
ness of his demeanonr, and the purity of his principles 
speak well for the excellence of his moral training. His 
abilities, in fact, were of a very high order, and, improved 
by habits of studious application, made him equal to his 
station on every emergency. He rarely indeed appeared 
in his place in the House of Lords, because his habits 
were estranged from politicai contention ; but when he did 
speak, he was received by his peers with great courtesy ; 
and the mai'ked attention which was paid to him, showed 
the weight which was acknowledged to attach to his argu- 
ments. NobUis in portis, quando sederit eum eenatoribus 
terr(B\ 

** It is from the heart that spring the hero and the 
sage. It is the heart, sublimed and ennobled by trae 
wisdom and virtue, that constitutes the excellence of per- 
sonal character, and decides the mora! worth, and the solid 
greatness of a Christian nobleman. This was the heroìsm, 
the gentle blood, the noble chivalry of the good Earl of 
Shrewsbury, whose patent of nobility is registered in 
heaven, which tests so severely the proud pretensions of 
earth. His was the trae estimate of greatness, that with- 
out religion, greatness was a great vanity; and his also was 
the just estimate of riches, on the principles propounded 
in the Holy Scriptures, that whilst they are indeed a erovm 

• Pkov. XXXI., 31. t Paov, xxxi., 28. 
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of thè vom, fhey are Ìhef<iQi^ offooU.* And that the immo- 
derate affeotation of them only Uad» inio Umptatìnm, and 
drowtu men in deitruetion and perdUion,\ And hence arose 
the two dlstinguishìng featnres of hìs life, his genuine 
piety, and his nnexampled munificence." 

At the end of a beautiful exposition of the 
yirtues by whicb thìs lamented nobleman had rather 
adomed bis ricbes, than was adorned by them, the 
preacher exclaims : — 

"Herein consista the felicity of wealth, and none 
enjoyed this luxuiy more than the ' Good Earl/ the 
emphatically * Good Earl of Shrewsbuxy.' " 

But the condusion of this noble Oration is 
touching indeed, and doubly so now, after ali that 
has sìnce befallen to cast us deeply down in humi- 
liation and bewìlderment. 

" And bere I think that your keen sensibilities forestali 
me, and revert to the criticai contingencies that hang 
around that House. Would that I had upon me a lurthèn 
of propbecy» and that I were commìssioned to predict, as 
Natban of old— 7^ Lord foreUUeth to thee, that He wiU 
tnake thee a house. And when thy daye ehaU he fulfiSed, and 
thou shàU deep with thyfathers, I unU raise up one after thee,.. 
...And I wiU estàblùh him, I uill he to him a FcUh&r, and hs 
shaU he tome a eon. And thy house ihaU hefirm andfaithfuLX 

" May these words be prophetic, as in the mouth of 
Nathan ! Our English Cbnrch implores it. Thousands of 
prayers, from pure lips and fervent hearts, wìU be inces- 
santly poured forth for the heir and sucoessor to the noble 
House of Talbot. Bebtram and John will share in our holy 
sacrìfìces, and we shall instinctively commemorate the one 
in the ' Memento for the living/ jvhen we commemorate the 

• Prov. XIV., 24. ti TiM. VI., 9. 

X 2 KiNGS TiT.f 11, 12, et Kq. 
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other iu the * Memento for the dead.' May God show him 
the path in which to walk, and perfect his steps therein. 
For there is a path and a tcay before him. À glorìous 
destiny to accomplish, and a noble example to pursue. May 
the Lord preserve him, and give him life, and make him 
happy on the earth. *Dominus oonservet eum, et vivijioet 
eum, et hetUumfadat ewn in terra," "• 

Alas ! Alas ! how bitterly bave these holy aspi- 
ratìoiis been disappointed ! Young Earl Bertbam, 
his pious and amiable successore survived not quite 
four years, and was carried off on the lOth of 
Auguste 1856, in his S4th year. ^ But how deep was 
his love and veneration for bis saintly predecessor, 
wbom he always called bis uncle, thougb he was 
in realità bis cousin, tie foUowing extract will show 
from one of bis beautiful letters to the present 
writer: — 

" But, my dear Dr. Husenbeth, can words express the 
extent of our grief at having lost our greatest benefactor, 
Catholic England's brìghtest star ? Can we cease wondering 
why he was taken ; and is it not naturai we should say, 
* Why, O Lord, didst thou not leave thy servant yet a little 
longer ? * Truly God's ways are inscrutable, and never shall 
I be able to conceive why Uie excellent and virtuous Lord 
Shrewsbury was taken so soon, in the midst of his good 
Works, imless the reason be that he was ripe for heaven, 
and God wished to crown him with the bright diadem he 
had gained by his pure, holy, and angelic life. At present 
my daily prayer is that I may be like unto him, and that I 
may live the good and holy life he over lived. I beg also 
your good prayers, my dear Dr. Husenbeth, for this end. 

In anotber letter to the autbor, the amiable 
young Earl thus expressed bis vivid recollection 

• litany of the Chmch. 
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How unseardiaUe are die wajs of Dirìne Fio- 
TÌdenoe! jRr wio amomy «m» » fc Aai eam imam 
tkeeomudof GodfarwhoeamAimkwkattkema 
of Cfod i$f* 'Re, wliose psaiae was in ali the 
cbniclies^ wbose Tazied and mnltiftiidiiioiis rliArM^Hi 
were fumlìarly knowi^ Init too niiiiien>iis tD reconn 
wbo relìered so many destitate^fed so maiiy hwagry, 
protected so many wìdows and oiphans^ sheltered 
so many bonseleaB, liberated so many impiiaoned, 
relìered by hìs angel-hand firom debt and amdety 
so many lieart-broken priesta, wliose zeal radier thaa 
ìmpmdence liad inyolyed them in dìfficnlties^ and 
restored them in joy and peace to their holy 
ministry and sorrowing flocks; he whose mnnìfi- 
cence to the Chnrch was imboimded — almost 
stajrtlìng to record — outstripping the deeds of the 
eaily patrìcian senatore^ and emulatìng in piety the 

* WUDOM IX., 13. 
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merchant princes of Yenice and Genoa, with whom 
a glorious church was their policy of Insurance, and 
a costly aitar the price of a yow;* lie the great 
benefactor, support, and glory of Belìgion in our 
land, was suddenly taken £rom us ; and his virtaous 
successor, fiilly prepared to walk in his holy foot- 
steps, was scarcely permitted to set foot in them, 
when he too was snatched away ; the last spark of 
the noble race of Talbot was extinguished, and the 
whole Catholic body in England made yery sad, 
and yery desolate. He hath destroyed and hath noi 
apared^ and he hath cauaed the enemy to re/oice over 
thee, and hath set up the hom of thy adverearies.f 

* AH thi8 Ì8 taken almost word for word from Dr. Wbbdall's 
eloqaent enumeration. 

t Lambntations II., 17. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Db. Wxsdall ib Rximstatxd ab Pbxsidbiit of Oaoorr 

CoLLBaS — SXRIOUS AtTAOK of IlLNESB — Is MABB ▲ 
DoMXBTia PRXLATB OF HlB H0LINE88 — HlS LbTTEB OF 
ThaMKS TO THB PoPX — CbLBBBATION of THI8 EVBNT, 
TOaBTHBB WITH HI8 JUBILBB. 

Believe Ood, and he unii recaver thee : and direct thy 
way, and trust in him.* Da. Weedall had now 
been separated firom bis beloved Oscott^ bis own 
creation, and tbe polar star of bis wbole life^ for tbe 
dreary term of tbirteen years: but be bad been 
proyed in tbe fornace^ and found faitbful ; be bad 
rìgbtly directed hi$ u>ay, and believed and trusted 
in Oody and tbe time was now come wben be would 
recover him, and order for bis restoration to bis 
proper position, as tbe President of St. Mary's 
College. And I aaid : I shall die in my nest, and 
as a palm-tree shall muUiply my days . . . .My glory 
shall always be renewed, and my how in my hand 
shaU he repaired.f In ali tbe places wbere be bad 
been located on tbe Mission, be bad been zealous, 
exemplary ^ and indefatigable ; but be was not in bis 
true position, and be was not bappy. Eyery one 

• E0CLU8. IL, 6. t Job zxix., 18, 20. 
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saw that the Mission was not his peculiar line of 
action and duty, and that he was not in his proper 
elementi or sphere of exertìon. His kind Bishop, 
Dr. UUathome, seized the earliest opportunity to 
honour him as he so well merited, and to restore 
him to his deserved and dignified position at St. 
Mary's College. He retumed thither, and resiuned 
the presidentship on the Snd of Jnly» 1853. He 
was now in his 65th year; but, always allowing 
for his constitutienal nervous affectìon of the head, 
and wea^ness of eyes, he had no appearance of age, 
or decay. 

" His thoughts, 
His feelings, passions, good or evil, ali 
Have nothing of old age ; and bis bold brow 
Bears btU the scar» of mind, the thoughu of years, 
Not iheir deorepitude" 

Marino Falibro. Aet II, 

It was indeed high time that Db. Wbedall 
shonld come back to saye Oscott from utter decline 
and decay. *' In his vigour of life," said Bishop 
Ullathome of him, in his circnlar to the clergy 
upon his death, '^ he raised that college up in its 
splendour, and left it prospering: he retnmed to it 
in its haur of dificulty, and expended on its service 
ali the energies of life that yet remained to him. 
God blessed his work." It was indeed for St, 
Mary's College the haur qf di^culty, and very dif- 
ferent did he find it, £rom what he left it. A work 
of arduons labour was before him, but he did not 
shrink from it; a discouragìng prospect, but it did 



LIFE OF MONSiaNOR WEEDALL. [1854. 

not dishearten him. He was supported by three 
other Superiore^ who gathered about him ali old 
and tried Oscotians; and with their valoable aid, 
counsel^ and ezperience^ he set bimself to the work 
again with ali the courage and cheerfulness ^th 
which he had laboured in ita first organisation^ so 
many years before. The Bishop truly said that 
"God blessed bis work:" bis very name had a 
magic influence: it was almost an essential adjnnct 
to Oscott; and as soon as it was again associated 
with the college^ patronage retumed^ and confi- 
dence revived* By that wise govemment and 
prudent administration which were so familiar to 
Db. Weedall, he gradually^ unostentatioiisly^ and 
safely performed bis arduous work; and soon had 
the satisfaction to see the prospects of St. Mary's 
begin to brighten. It was not the labour of a day^ 
but a work of steady confidence and unwearied 
perseverance. But these Da. Wbedall eminendy 
possessed; and by these^ under the Divine blessing^ 
bis effbrts were crowned with success. In the 
month of Novembér following he went to London^ 
and attended, for the first time since bis election^ a 
meeting of the members of the old, and now de- 
funct, Chapter of England. The writer was presenta 
and witnessed with delight how cordially he was 
welcomed by ali assembled, when quite unex- 
pectedly he made bis appearance. He dined with 
bis brethren, was very cheerfìil, and evidently 
enjoyed himself highly. But alas ! this first visit 
was to be also bis last^ and the prelude to a state of 
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great suffering. After a yery pleasant eyening^ 
lie went back by the mail train to Birmingham. 
But he was seized with distressing pain on the 
joumey^ and on arriving at Birmingham was 
obllged to go to bed, and cali in surgical aid 
immediately. He kept bis bed^ and was obliged 
to remain in Birmingham a fortnight. From 
that time^ he was always more or less in a state 
of suffering; and, as Dr. Newman so truly des- 
cribed it in bis fonerai sermon, '^it pleased Al- 
mighty God to send upon him a disorder which, 
during the last six years, fought with him, mas- 
tered him, and at length destroyed him/' It 
was known, however, to bis intimate friends, and 
to the writer among them, that he had ali through 
life had symptoms which prepared the way for 
this final affliction. 

Dr. "Wbedall was, however, cheered and en- 
couraged in the foUowing year by a special mark 
of favonr firom the Holy See. He received, quite 
unexpectedly, the high honour of being named a 
Monsignor of the second rank, as Domestic Prelate 
of bis Holiness, and entitled to the style of Bight 
Keverend. The Brief of appointment was dated 
May 9th, 1854. The humble man was again con- 
founded, almost as much as when by the former 
Pope he had been appointed a Bishop. But bis 
present Holiness had now conferred upon him ali 
the honours of the prelacyi which could be given 
without the actual episcopal character, and conse- 
quent lesponsibility. He hastened to offer bis 
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thanks at the feet of the holy Father^ in the fol- 
lo wìng beautiful letter: — 

"BEATI88IMB PaTKB, 

*' Acceptissimum nuper, et quidem inopiDatttm per- 
▼enit ad me gratissimum illud Breve Apostolicum quo 
Beatitudo yestra immeritis honoribus me decorare benig- 
nissime yelit. Et quis ium ego $ervu8 tuus quoniam respexisH 
iuperfM, àbjeotum in domo Dei! Quam parum memi ut 
oculus ille, qui circumspicit totam Ecclesiam, in me 
humillimum, ictum precipue injiciat ! Ut in auribus meis 
illa vox sonet qu» fidem errantibus, menila periclitantibus, 
solatium afflictis usquequaque in Ecclesia prnstare soleat ! 
Ut venerabilis Petri successor tot prsesulibus illustrissimis 
meritò circumfusus, me indignissimum oooptari dignetur 
in numerum domesticorum Antistitum ! Sane in ilio 
munere latet aliquid subtiliue excogitatum; innuendo 
Bcilicet dotes, monet interea Sanctitas yestra, quibus me 
virtutibus et quantis vestiri deceat, et quomodo me opor- 
teat in domo Dei eonversari, qua est Ecclesia Dei vivi, oolumna 
etfirmamentum veritatis. Sed quo ego indignior, eo magis 
elucet cura boni Pastoris, qui 'novitinarea sua triticum, 
novit et paleam, novit segetem, novit et zizania.' Novit et 
fovet benigne, ut bonum semen tandem evadat. 

" Mihi autem justa reputanti, minus propter me 
ipsum, quam propter alios hic honos conferri videatur, 
nempe ut Seminario cui parum idoneus praesideo, decus 
aliquod effulgeat, et ut laureola qundam nova innectatur 
Collegio Sanotffi MarisB. Melius ergo relinquatur alumnis 
ut grates dignas persolvant. Placeat ergo Sanctitati tusB 
devotissimorum' accipere obsequium filiorum. 

" Omnes nos denique SanctsB Sedi et Beati Petri suc- 
cessori addictissimi, et magis ego, quo proximior nimo 
Capiti addictus et obstrictus, omnes nos, ad pedes Sane- 
titatis vestrse provoluti, iteratis precibus Deum invocamus 
ut omnia Sanctitati vestrae felicitur succedant, et ut cuncta 
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prospere eveniant, et ut Deus et Dominus noster salvum- 
atque ìncolumen custodiat EcclesisB suse Sanct®, ad regen- 
dum populum sanctum Dei. 

" HsBC exigua sincersB pìetatis testimonia accepta 
habere diguetur Beatitudo vestila, nobisque Apostolioam 
denuo elargiri benedictionem, quam similiter enixè prò 
omnibus postulat. 

" Beatissime Pater, 

" Sanotitatis vestrsB 
" Humillimus, obsequentissimus, et addictissimus 
Filius et Servus, 

"HENRICUS WEEDALL."* 



* [TransUUion.] 

"MOBT HOLT FaTHER, 

"That most welcome, and ìndeed nnexpected and most gratifyìng 
Apostolic Brìef has lately reached me, by which your Holiness has been 
pleased most gracioiuly to hononr me with uomerited favonr. And who 
am I thy aervatU, that thou ha»t looked upon me, an dbjeet in the house of 
God? How little haye I deaerred that that eye, which lopks around the 
whole Chorch, should particularly direct ita view to me most lowly as I am ! 
That in my ears should sound that Toioe which is wont on evezy side to give 
faith to the erhng, warning to those in danger, and solace to the afflicted ! 
That the venerable suocessor of Peter, desenredly surrounded by so mauy 
most illastrious pontìffs, should vouchsafe to adopt me most unworthy 
among the number of bis domestic prelates ! Truly in that faTour there lies 
something more profoundly hidden ; namely, that in alluding to qualifica- 
tions, your Holiness in the meantime admouiahes me with what and how 
great virtues it behoTcs me to be adomed, and how I ought to hehave in 
the houee of Ood, which is the Church of the lioing God, the pillar and 
ground of truth, But the more unworthy I am, the more conspicuous is 
the caie of the good Fastor, ' who knows in bis thresbing floor the wheat, 
and knows also the Straw, knows the com, and knows also the tares :' 
knows tbem and kindly cherishes them that they may in the end beoome 
good seed. 

" To me, however, if I estimate rightly, this honour appears conferred 
mnch lesa on my account than on fbat of otbers ; namely, that a certain 
degree of distinction may adorn the Seminary over which I unworthily 
preside, and a freab wreatb of laurei encircle St. Mary's College. It may 
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The leader cannot fail te notice wìth admiratìon 
the ingenious humility of this Letter, by which the 
whole merit of the hononr received is referred to 
the College, and not to him who so justly deserved 
it in the estimation of every one but himself. It 
was indeed matter of universa! joy and congratula- 
tion that the merits of this great and good man 
should haye been so signally recognised by this 
high mark of favour from the Holy See. It was 
an event not to be passed over with any ordinary 
festivity ; and as it happened just at the time when 
Dr. Webdall* had completed the fiftieth year from 
his first coming to Oscott from Sedgley Park on the 
llth of June, 1804, it was determined to celebrate 
both his new dignity, and his Jubilee, in one grand 

then be best left to the stndents to return befittin^ thanks. May it there- 
fore please your Holiness to aocept the homage of most devoted chUdren. 

" We ali, finally, being most attached to the Holy See «nd the Socoessor 
of Blesaed Peter, and I more especially as being now nearer and more cloaely 
dcToted and bound to the Head, we ali casting ourseWes at the feet of your 
Holiness, cali npon God with repeated prayers, that ali prosperity may 
attend your Holiness, and ali things may bave a sucoessful issue, and that 
our God and Lord may keep you safe and secure to his holy Chuich, to 
rule the holy people of God. 

*'May your Holiness deign to aocept this imperfect testimony of 
sincere devotedness, and again grani us your Apostolical beuedictioo, which 
ia entretted alike for ali by 

" Most holy Father, 

"Your Holiness' 
" Most humble, most obedient, and most devoted Son and Servant, 
« HENRY WEEDALL." 

* It was agreed upon at the College, as most conveuient, and most 
acceptable to his own feelings, that he should stili be addressed by his old 
umiliar name of BocTOa : and so it is retained in these pagea. 
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College Festival^ which accordìngly took place on 
the 12th of June^ as the llth fell on a Sunday. 

The celebration of that day was devoutly com- 
menced by High Mass. At three o'clock in the 
aftemoon a large company assembled in the Library^ 
honoured by the attendance of the Bishop of the 
Diocese, Dr. UUathorne, the Bishop of Shrewsbury, 
Dr. James Browne^ and many of the dergy and 
laity who had been educated at Oscott. Addresses 
were presented to the new Monsignor by the 
superiors and students^ foUowed by a cordial 
address of congratulation from the Bishop of 
Birmingham^ and a feeling speech of gratefiil 
reminiscence from the Bishop of Shrewsbury. 
The whole proceedings were reported in the 
Catholic ^ journals, but some extracts cannot but 
be acceptable in this biography. 

The first address, which was from the Superiors 
and Professors, after alluding to Bishops Milner and 
Walsh in connexion with Oscott, paid this well- 
merited compliment to Dr. Wbbdall : — 

" Thus whìlst we see in this college the work of three 
gi*eat names, our eyes on this day naturally rest upon one ; 
and yet the name of that one relieved and adomed by its 
surrounding associations. Truly then may we say — 
FinÌB ooronat opus. 

" This consummation of long toils can, however, be 
appreciated only by estimating arìght its soanty commence- 
ment. When Sedgley Park first resigned you to the care 
of Oscott, the latter was a weak sapling just transplanted 
to an apparently unpropitious soil. Hoy^ this sapling had 
taken root in England ; how it survived its parent tree, 
when that had been struck down by the French revolution ; 
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of at least tìbe greater portion of thiB masterly 

production. 

"Mt dbab Lobb, 
" Before I proooed to raply io the addresses just pre- 
sented to me, let me acknowledge how profoundlj I am 
humbled and confused by yonr Lordship's unexpected and 
unmerited eulogies. I dare not admit their applicability, 
yet know not how to shape a protest. I feel, howeTer, 
deeply gratefiil, tbougb I can scarcely describe my emo- 
tions. Your Lordship must be indulgent to my feeling» 
and Buffer me to proceed in my course. 

" My deab Toumo Fbibnds, 
" I acoept your kind affisctionate address with fèélings 
of reciprocai affection. It is fresh, and warm, and generous ; 
and I assure you that so sympathetically does it reach the 
heart and stir the eurrent in the yeins, that I go back to the 
years of comparative youth, and fanoy I am anticipating 
my jubilee by aa error of caloulation. It is only too 
flattering and too kind. You must, many of you, bave 
taken me on credit, and, eren so, bave eredited me largely. 
But if youth is generous and confiding, age is trusty and 
true ; and what you so kindly bave assiuned me to bave 
been and to be, that with Ood's blessing, I hope you will 
ever find me. The titles of father and of children bespeak 
exactly the relationship whioh I love to oontemplate 
between us. i 

• • • • • 

'* But besides receiving an address, whioh I do with a 
joyful heart, I must not forget that I bave to make one ; 
and particularly now that I bave to advert to the most 
valuable and valued compliment which mydear friend s and 
associates, the Priests and Professors of the College, bave 
just now so unexpeotedly offered, and which calls for 
espeoial notice, as for special and grateful thanks 

" I will refer, however, to this address to justify a line 
of reply which I had previously planned, touching as it 
does so pointedly on a subject whioh involves, indeed, « 
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our humble demonstration. listen to the expressìoD o£ 
our Joy for your new dignity, of thankfulness to God who 
bas so long spared you to us, and of anxious wìshee that 
your years may be prolonged. Hear our vows of deyotion 
toAlma Mater. Yes! Oscott ìs stili dear to ber sons; 
dearer now thtU herfounder is restored and haa drawn upon her 
the hUsdng of Rome, The sbadow of ' Peter that filitted over 
the infirm, and lefb bealtb and joy in ìts train, encompasses 
US round ; tbe band of Peter, that lifted tbe cripple to 
wboleness and activity, is extended in bonour to you, and 
in blessing to your ebarge ; and wben did Peter's blessing 
fail ? Oscott sball yet again arise, and ber best years be 
counted by tbe years of ber beloved Superior and Presidente 
Db. Wbedall." 

The address of the Bishop of Birmingham is too 
beautiful^ too eloquente and too richly applicable^ to 
bear any excision. Here it foUows entire : — 

" I feelasingularpleasure, Bigbt Beverend Sir, and my 
dear friend, in uniting my congratulations witb tbose tbat 
bave been presented to you by tbe Superiors, Professors, 
and Students of the college, on this auspicious ocoasion. 
For fifty yeatz your nome has heen aeeodated mth thii insti- 
ttttiott,from whieh it never con he vnfutwre aeparated. In Us 
preeent eaepandon and completenesi the College qf Saint Mary*s, 
Oeoott, reoognieee you ae ite founder, Admirably as expe- 
rience bas sbown tbis large structure to be adapted to its 
purposes, finisbed as are its arrangements, suitable and 
barmonious as are its apptointments, even to tbe least 
details, it was tbe emanation of your mind ; and tbe tìme 
tbrougb wbicb it bas flourished, from its foundation on 
this beautiful site, has but indicated more perfectly the 
judgment and foresigbt wbich you exercised in its projeo- 
tion. And, in your venerable yet vigorous age, you bave 
come to renew tbat peculiar spirit of ecclesiastical piety 
and discipline witbìn its walls witb wbicb your cbaracter 
imbued it from the first. 
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of at least tìbe greater portion of thiB masterly 

production. 

" Mt dbab Lord, 
** Before I psooaed to reply io the addressea just pre- 
sented to me, let me acknowledge how profoundlj I am 
humbled and confused by yonr Lordship's unexpected and 
unmerited eulogies. I dare not admit their applicability, 
yet know not how to shape a protest. I feel, however, 
deeply grateful» tbougb I can scarcely describe my emo- 
tions. Your Lordship must be indulgent to my feelings 
and Buffer me to proceed in my course. 

" My deab Touno Fbibndb, 
" I acoept your Mnd affisctionate address with feelings 
of reciprocai affection. It is fresh, and warm, and generons ; 
and I assure you that so sympathetically does it reach the 
heart and stir the eurrent in the yeìna, that I go back to the 
years of comparative youth, and fancy I am antioipating 
my jubilee by aa error of caloulation. It is only too 
flatteringand too hìnd. You must, many of you, have 
taken me on credit, and, eren so, bave credited me largely. 
But if youth is generous and confiding, age is trusty and 
^rue ; and \f4iat you ao kindly bave assiuned me to bave 
been and to be, that with God's blessing, I hope you will 
ever find me. The titlea of father and of chìldren beapeak 
exactly the relationship which I love to ooAtempkte 
between us. ; 

• • • • • 

'* But besides receiving an address» which I do with a 
joyful heart, I must not forget that I bave to make one ; 
and particularly now that I bave to adyert to the most 
yaluable and vàlued compliment which my dear friends and 
associates, the Prìests and Professors of the College, bave 
just now so unexpeotedly offered, and which calls for 
espeoial notice, as for special and grateful thanks 

" I will refer, however, to this address to justify a line 
of reply which I had previously planned, touching as it 
does so pointedly on a subject which involves, indeed, • 
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Jufltly, my dear friend, are you esteemed the Faiher of this 
College; nay more, as the Faiher of the Clergj; nay 
more, as the Father of Bishops; and the Right Rev. 
Prelate ai my side ìs not the only one who is prepared to 
acknowledge in you that endearing title which you ahare 
with Louis of Grenada. 

" Plus ihe Ninth is not the only Pontiff, my brethren, 
who knew the merits of our venerable friend. When our 
little Ohuroh was expanded from the number of four to 
that of eight Vioars Apostolio, we remember, if he does 
not, that Gregory the Sizteenth set his mind upon him for 
a mitre. But from that modest and humble estimate of 
himself, and doubtless from a deep and elevated senso of 
the Episcopal responsibility, he dared to struggle with the 
Ai>08tolic will, and when he loft that Bome where he at 
last succeeded in winning his liberty, the great Pontiff 
said to him—' Now that I know you so well, I will not so 
easily let you esoape a seoond timo.' 

" Half a century sinee you began your labours in this 
college ! There is a yein of melancholy in the recoUection. 
Would that the fifty years past were fifry years to come ! 
But may God long sustain your spirìt, young and fresh as 
it stili is, and may Time toueh your frame in a manner as 
gentle and kindly as your own ; may you find Heaven late, 
but find it welL In the old monastìo rite the Jubilarian 
leoeives his staff to support his deolining years. Your 
spirìt stili sustains your frame with ease ; but may the 
love and veneration of the Olergy of this diocese he your 
staff and support, and may God withìn your heart be your 
consolation." 

De. Wbbdall's reply to these addresses was 
fervente feeling^ elegant, and eloquent. It is too 
long to be given here entìre: yet too beautiful 
to be mucb curtailed. It is the last, bowever, 
of bis glorious effusions wbicli can be presented 
tothe reader; and he wiU bear with the insertion 
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of at least tìbe greater portion of thiB matterly 

production. 

" Mt dbab Lobb, 
" Before I proooed to raply io the addresses just pre- 
sented to me, let me acknowledge how profoundly I am 
humbled and confused by yonr Lordship's unexpected and 
unmerited eulogies. I dare not admit their applicabilitj, 
yet know not how to shape a protest. I feel, howe^er, 
deeply gratefìil, tbougb I can scarcely desoribe my emo- 
tìons. Your Lordship must be indulgent to my feelings 
and suffer me to proceed in my course. 

"My deab Touno Fbibndb, 
" I accept your kind affisctionate address with feelings 
of reciprocai affection. It is fresh, and warm, and generous ; 
and I assure you that so sympathetiealiy does it zeach the 
heart and stir the current in the veìns, that I go back to the 
years of comparatiTe youth, and fanoy I am antioipatiiig 
my jubilee by an error of caloulation. It is only too 
flattering and too kind. You must, many of you, bave 
taken me on credit, and, even so, have credited me largely. 
But if youth is generous and confiding, age is trusty and 
tme ; and what you so kindly have assumed me to bare 
been and to be, that with Ood's blessing, I hope you wiU 
ever find me. The titles of &ther and of children bespeak 
exactly the relationship which I love to contemplate 

between us. / 

• • • • • 

'' But besides receiving an address, which I do with a 
joyful heart, I must not forget that I bave to make one ; 
and particularly now that I bave to advert to the most 
valuable and vàlued complìment which my dear friends and 
assooiates, the Prìests and Professors of the College, bave 
just now so unexpeotedly offered, and which calle for 
espeoial notice, as for special and grateful thanks 

" I will refer, howeyer, to this address to justify a line 
of reply which I had previously planned, touching as it 
does so pointedly on a subject which involves, indeed, « 
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oommon interest I mean the subjeot wbich has ereated 

the present commemoratÌQn — my ìang connection mth iìhe 
ooOege for the admitted period of fifty years, 

** I bave witnessed during the period in queation great 
tindertakings, great personages, great changes, gi*eat diffi- 
oulties, great struggles, and great success. I watched at 
the cradle of the college, saw its in^Euicy, its growth, ite 
maturity, its vigorous deyelopmeiat, and final translation 
hither, Fifty years have seen its Genesis and its Exodus. 
Fifty years nearly touch on those patrìarchal tùnes when 
Douay, and lisbon, and ValladoUd, and St. Omer's, poured 
out their devoted Missionaries to wage the holy battles of 
our misguided country. There w$re gianU in those day», 
We Bprang from the good old race that had studied in the 
Tenerable halls whìch Cardinal Alien and so many martyrs 
had conseorated, and who brought back with them the 
sacred fire whìch they had kept alive during the desolation 
of captivity. Two or three little brave colonies dotted 
themselves down bere and there over the country, reckless 
of personal sacrifice, to secure religion and education to 
CathoUo youth, and holy successors in that ministry wbich 
they themselves so meekly adomed. Ours was the smallest 
of these little colonies, the scantiest, the worst provided. 
It was founded in troublous times, when prudenoe ventured 
not beyond the exigencies of the day. It had been first the 
residence, and then the legacy of a holy martyr, the last 
vìctim of that astounding calumny wbich so long remained 
the opprobium of the statute hook and of the country — the 
legacy of one who was condemned to deatb for the technical 
treasou of wearing a surplice and saying Mass ! 

" In due oourse of events it became the lot and the por- 
tìon of the illustrious Milner, under whose ampie segis we 
rose into confìdence and strength. He planted and watered, 
and Oodj benignantly, gave increate. Sturdy missionaries 
went forth from bis camp, grave, sedate, and earnest 
labourers, men of zeal and men of prayer — ^for Dr. Milner 
was not an historian only, or only theologian and contro* 
Tersialist, but he was a man of primitive piety, of deep 
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MoetidBm, hnmble, beneroIeDt, mortìfied ; a man al tibe 
eloister as well aa of the eamp, who eoold infione a ^iiìfe 
info otheia, and ponr over a college a pieeioiia ointment 
idiieh emìtted a peiliune, and filled tlie houae long after 
bis frail ve9$d wa$ krohm^ mmd ku piUker cnuàed at ike 
fo uMtai m head. 

** 1 hare said tliat Osooti waa the smalleat, the aeantìeet, 
Ihe leaat proTÌded of the Gatfaolie ooUegea. Bnt nnder 
tndi a gnidanee it snpplied ita contingenta with a generona 
fidelìty, and woiked out the common objects in proportion 
to ita means. Bnt ita firame waa not eqnal to ita spirit. 
It 80on had fìilfilled ita limited deatiny, and had reached 
the estreme term which men and materìals had originally 
aasigned it. It waa oonfesaedly inadeqnate i/o the wanta òf 
the mission : it had no ecclesìastical chamcter about it, 
no capacitj of neefalneaa, no dementa of durabìlity. And 
hence drcnmatances concnnred — human, physical, and 
moral cìrcumstances concurred and combined to wam ns 
that we Gould no longer dwell there. We foUowed, theie- 
fore, an oyemding Provìdence, and pitched onr tenta in 
the wildemeaa. And naw the beautiful ploóee of the wUdemett 
are sprìnging vp. His tree beareth itifnit, thefigtreeamdthe 
vine have yielded their ttrength. Joel ii., 22. 

" I blesa God for the share whioh he vouchaafed to me 
in thia great work. It ia the brightest yision in my re- 
membrance of the paat — the greeneat spot in my 
lengthened career — the aweetest delìght to bave been an 
humble instrument in the erection of this house, and of 
thua meehanÌ4!aUy asaisting — for we can daim no more — 
meehanieàlly assisting the great movement which in the 
banda of God haa already produced auch wide-spread 
benefita, and in Hia bleaaed banda, we humbly pray, may 
be productive of indefinitely more. 

He proceeded ingeniously to quote from bis own 
Sermon on the opening of the New College, hìs 
prediction andprayer for ita success ; speaking thus 
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amuflingly of the author of the passage :>— '^ And 
one from whom I have a rìght to quote^ and whose 
words apdy express my present thonghts on the 
Bubject," and after beautifully pointing out the 
strìking fvdfilment of his hopes and predictions in 
▼arious ways^ he continued as follows : — 

" And now, my young frìends, having suspended your 
hilarity so long, you will be glad to excuse me from saying 
muoh about myself. In tnith, I have very little to say, 
except to qualify your kind commendations, which are 
more generous tban just. I was taught by my Superiors 
to believe that the post in which they placed me was the 
post which God designed for me. So I threw myself into 
it with hearty good will. I loved my work, and I stuck to 
li, and became, totm in iUÌ8, identified with it 

'* My princìple in govemment invariably has been this, 
to be always firm and always just; to encourage, not to 
deter ; to make study attractive, not repulsive ; to draw, 
rather than to drive ; to reach the head through the heart ; 
not rudely to rub off the soft, peachy down of an ìngenious 
mind, but to shield it, to foster it, to preserve carefully its 
delicate tints, which blends so softly with the flowers of 
piety, and bring out into rich relief their varied hues and 
colours. My object has been to make scholars as far as I 
was able, but tó make happy and virtuous scholars. To 
those two objects have been directed my feeble efforts and 
fbeble prayers. Let philosophers dassify as they will the 
various branches of leaming, my classification has been 
that of an inspired master — Bonitatem^ et discipUnam, et 
sdentiamo do. Piety, good discipline^ and knowledge; not 
knowledge first and at any rate, ihen discipline, and piety 
as you ean. But, first piety, next the discipline of obedi- 
ence, docility, and self-control, and then, as a rich fruit 
and naturai consequence, knowUdge — ^knowledge, sound, 
useful, suitable — knowledge that hath no pride about it, 
no aiTogance, or self-suflGiciency. Such knowledge leads 

z 2 




•fGiA^Ums II ■ t f>br tfcf ^ ^ iiifyiwi Awd ih» 

mr U G^; md tìmwfmw tìm émin qf 
a» ti^ mnimtìma HijJia. Wiadom vL, 

** My dear friaids» I be^ia vidi am addieaB; I finish 
wilh a aonaoB. Bat vliedier am addreas or aenaon, ìt ia 
tlie fcmteaai on of nj beai wìabes fisr jim ali, and of my 
moai eonimoal and mosi ferrcnt piayers» tliai yon may 
aeecxii^ìah an edncation eoanmensiuate wìth the greaft end 
cfjaar being, That, thoo^ siibjeei heie to many peda- 
gognea, yoa may diiefly aspìie to be immiti qf God; and 
that. whìlat groonded in the elements of hnman leaming, 
fom wèag he rootsi md/cmmàdd «a dàmnì^^ wèkà is tks bornio/ 

** In eonelnsion, lei me first re spec tf ully offer my sin- 
eeie tbanks to onr Teneiated Bishop for bis condeseension 
in coming bere to ^Te solemnity to ibis day, to my Tarious 
frìends, both of the Cleigy and the hdty, for tbeir kind 
eongratolations on the oocasion, and to my Talued coa^ju- 
tors in the college, of eveiy rank and degree, withont wbose 
heartyand affectionate co-operation I could do nothing 
effidently in the house. And then, tuming once more to 
my yotmg Mends, and rererting to theìr kind, too kind 
address, let me embody my thanks and my feelings in one 
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fervent prayer, that He who is the protector of little ones 
majhayeyou always in His holy keeping, that, in the 
beautiM prayer of the Ghurch whioh we sang this day in 
the Holy Mass, ' being established in the love of God, you 
may never by any temptations be separated from Him — 
ut in tua eharitate firmati^ niifiù à te tmtatiombu» separemur;' 
but that, joumeying together through life in the same 
blameless path, and having falfiUed our respective 
duties faithfuUy and perseveringly bere below, we may ali 
meet again — ^pupils and pteoeptors — ^to celebrate, with our 
guardìan angele, an eternai jubilee in Heaven." 

"Àtthe close of the reply,'* says the report in the 
Tablet, " the company, superiore, and studente, proceeded 
to the college refectory, where dinner was served; the 
Bishops, the president, and the more distinguished visitors 
being seated at a table a little elevated abové the rest. 
During the dessert, a cantata composed for the occasion 
was sung by the studente, and acknowledged by Db. 
Weedall in his usrual happy style. The entertainment 
proceeded with pieces performed by the brass band 
recently formed among the studente, and with yarious 
vocal and instrumentai pieces suitable to the occasion. 
The company subsequently met in the room appropriated 
to the public exhibitions, where the entertainment was 
sustained by music and humorous recitations. 

" Night prayers and Benediction of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment in the college chapel closed the solemnities of the 
day." 

It wìll be easily imagined how gratifying such 
a day must bave been to tbe feelings of Dr. 
Weedall. It went fax towards atoning for the 
bumiliations of tbe long dreary yeaxs tbat be bad 
spent away from bis true bome. Oscott was fast 
becoming berself again; and be was beginning to 
reap tbe barvest of bis renewed labours for ber 
prosperity: Eat this year the things that apring of 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Db. Weedall's Active Laboubs in the College — Exhi- 

BITION ÀT MlDSUMMEB, 1854 — FESTIVAL ON THE FeaST 

OF St. Ceoilt — Pboposal to Ereot an Aoademio Hall 
— ^Db. Weedall's Visir to the Manohesteb Exhibi- 
TioN — ^Dangebous Illness in Lent, 1859 — Pabtial 
Reoovbbt— Visit to Malyebn — ^Betubn to Osoott — 
Last S1CKNS88 — Dbath — Funebal — ^Pboposed Chantbt 
to His Memobt. 

Though Db. Weedall's health was but indiffe- 
rent generally, and though at tìmes he suffered yery 
severely, he was stili very active, and laboured on 
with the sanie deyotedness, energy, and holy cheer- 
fulness. He was always stirring, and neyer idle. 
A holy writer has said: *'Otiositas inimica est' 
animse; si non legeris, si non studueris, dormitabit 
anima tua prse tsedio, et hostes tu» animse sabbata 
tua deridebunt/** 

The Exhibition at Midsummer of this year, 
1854, the first under the restored presidente was 
particularly brilliant; and was honoured by the 
attendance of the Bishop of Birmingham, who dis- 
tributed the prizes ; of Dr. S. Ives, a distinguished 
convert, who had been a Frotestant bishop in 

* Idlenets is the enemy of the Boal; if yoa do not read, if yoa do not 
■tiidy, yonr soni wìll tlumher through heamneu, and the enemies of yoar 
■cui wìU wuek at your fa&òa<JU.>-FKTiE of Bloib, 2V. de InH, £^. 
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America; Lord Henry Ker^ irho had been an 
Anglican dergyman; William Acton, Esq., an old 
Oscotian, and many other higUy respectable visi- 
tors. Db. Wsbdall gradually introduced salntary 
reforms, and made yarions beneficiai changes and 
improyements. The playday on the feast of St. 
Cecily^ Noyember 22nd^ had been enjoyed exclu- 
sìvely by the choir^ and those who seryed at the 
aitar, or were employed in the sacristy. It was 
generally spent in some excnrsions away from the 
college; but it was judged better to make it in 
future a home festiyal for the whole of the students. 
It w^ accordingly celebrated with great spirita as 
a grand day of festiyity, in which ali partook with 
the greatest hilarìty and enjoyment. Games of 
''bandy" in the momìng, a capital dinner, with 
music during the dessert, and a dramatic perfor- 
mance in the erening, filled up the day, to the great 
gratification of the whole establishment. 

At the Midsummer Exhibition of the year 1856, 
the numbers of the College having happily gone on 
increasing, it was found impracticable by the 
superiors, *'with even an ordinary regard to the 
comfort of their friends," as Db. Webdall ex- 
pressed it, to invite them to be present. No 
remedy could be foreseen for this increasing in- 
convenience, but the erection of a larga, commodious 
Academic Hall. Db, Webdall issued a short 
circular, invitìng the friends of the College to assist 
in the work of erecting "3, suitable Academic 
Hall for Lectures, Examinations, Public Exhibi- 
tions, &c." He explained that the want of such a 
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btiilding had ariseli from the neceasity of appro^ 
prialing the room orìginally built fot these purposes 
to the reception of the Mcudni or WaUhian Library. 
" We are compelled tiherefore/' he said, ^' to build, 
howeyer unprepared in the ontset. But the spìrìt 
whìch encouragea us to begin, gives omen of a 
successful completion ; and if the same sympathy 
which cheersniB forward, continue throughout^ we 
may soon see a suitable building erected, com- 
mensurate with the varied wants^ and in harmony 
with the style and character of the College." The 
same peculiar elegance of diction and comprehen- 
siveness of language will be observed here as in 
eyery thing that he spoke or wrote, This circular 
was dated Noyember 4th, 1857, and deseryes to be 
embalmed as ike last paper which he printed. 

But he had nearly accomplished his allotted 
labours on eaxth. The great object of his life was 
now happily attained, the resuscitation of St. Mary's 
College from its deep depressione and its establish- 
ment in secure dignity, with eVery prospect of 
increasing prosperìty. He had home the burthen 
of the day and the heats ; he had eyen toiled on to 
the ereyenth hour, and his Lord and Master would 
shortly cali bìm to his reward. In the Autumn of 
1857, he made a little excursion into Lancashire to 
recruit his strength and benefit his health ; for both 
had begun to giye way under his seyere labours. 
The writer of these pages had the happiness to 
meet him at Manchester on the occasion of the 
Grreat Exhibition of Art Treasures there. Db. 
Weedall was the guest of Daniel Lee, Esq., at 
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Springfield^ near Manchester. There the wrilter 
spent some time wìth him yery agreeably, and met 
him also at the house of the worthy Bishop of 
Salfordj Dr. Tumer^ where he hìmself was receiTÌng 
most kind hospìtality firom his lordship. Dk. 
Weedall appeared tolerably well^ and paid seyeral 
yisits to the memorable Exhìbition^ though he was 
iinable to bear the fatigue and excitement of it long 
together. The writer parted with him at Spring- 
field^ but did not think it would be the last time he 
should meet him on earth^ as it unhappily proyed. 
He found him the same amiable^ cheerful^ delightful 
friend that he had ever known him through the long 
period of years from childhood : — 

" The yirtuous man, 
Who keeps hìs tempered mind serene and pure, 
And eyery passion aptly harmonised 
Amid a jarring world with vice inflamed." 

Thombon. 

He shared in a great degree the wrìter's own 
love of old days, and old remimscences^ quite 
agreeing that 

'< Hoc est 
Vivere bis, vita posse priori ieoL"* 

Maktial. 

And so they enjoyed together, neither probably 
suspecting that it was for the last time, long con- 
versations on olden times, and laughed oyer anec- 
dotes which each in tum fetched up firomthe stores 
of ÉEdthful memory. 

* Tlùs il the art to doable lile's few days, 
To li? e agaia oar former life and waya. 
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From the time of D». Wbbdall's severe at- 
tack, OH his return firom London^ in 1853, already 
mentioned^ he had hardly ventur^d to travel; so 
that this jonrney to Lancashire was proof that in 
some respects hìs health had improved. Indeed 
he was then, and during 'the year following, much 
better; and continued so tiU the beginning of the 
ensuing spring of 1859. When Lent carne on, he 
would observe the fast strictly; though justly 
exempted £rom any obligation to ìast, on account of 
his age and infirmities. When entreated not to 
attempt to fast, he said that he wished to do what 
he could, because there were several at the parlour 
table who were unable to observe the fast, and he 
was unwilling to appear to set the example himself. 
But he soon found that it was too much for him to 
attempt, and sunk under it; so that he was obliged 
to give up fasting altogether. He officiated at the 
high aitar, and gave the ashes on Ash Wednesday. 
He also conducted the devotion of the Stations on 
the Friday following. This was the last public 
function that he performed in the chapel, except 
that on the feast of the Assumption of our Blessed 
Lady, he sung an early Mass for the few students 
who were assembled at the college. 

After the First Sunday of Lent, in the middle 
of March, he became very unwell. He was obliged 
to keep his room, and soon after was confined to 
his bed: indeed he was so ili, that it was feared he 
would never rise from his bed again. During this 
time he received the Holy Communion almost 
every day, which was administered to him by the 

1a 
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Springfield^ near Manchester. There ^ ^ 
spent some time widi him yery agreea^ ^ %l 
him also at the house of the wor<^ ^ % ^ 
Salford, Dr. Tumer, where he himsi^ ^ ^ ^ ^. 
most kind hospitality from his^ ^ %^ ^ • ^ ^i^ 




Wbbdall appeared tolerably wrf %\ *^ \^ ^ ^ 

visits to the memorable ExhiW ^A^ ^^ %^ .%. 

iinable to bear the fatigue an^ ^\aK^'^^ %^ ^ ^ 

together. The writer ««'^ ^ ^ ft %i •* ^ 

field^ but did not think 

shotdd meet him on 

He found him the same 

friend that he had evef %\^ . « ^- 

period of years from ^ ^ %,^ - ; ^^ % 

Who keeps hìstir-^^g^ 
And every pasf v {r%\^ -^ *^ 

Amid a jarrii»^< ^. | ^ ^sired the 

• \^' .e to his room^ 

He share^ ^\ ., as he wished to 

love of ol^.J^ -xways to express how 

agreeing O -^ ^o* attend himself^ and 

. * ^plain to the ecclesiastics the 

-«^nce. He was so particular on 
a-t when better in health, he never 
^ -Amself from the Meditation, thongh he 

sns ^^^ ^®®^ amply justified if he had done so; 

^^ ying to his habitual complaint, he never had a 
j^ ^ad night's rest. He was distorbed nearly every 
lialf hour of the night, and oft^i conld get but 
little sleep till perhaps four o'clock; and often said 
that when the servant came to cali him soon after 



AOB 71.] GHAPTEB NINSTEEMTH. 291 

fiye^ he felt then that he could deep, Nevertheless 
he.ìnyarìably got up^ that he might be present in 
the chapel with the rest at the Meditatìon. 

Db. Weedall partially rallied £rom thìs iUness ; 
but he had but little relish for food^ and bis stomach 
often wonld not retaia it; which is generally the 
final resnlt of the peculiar malady under which he 
had sndfered more or less through life^ but espe- 
cially for the last six years. The third Frovincial 
Council of Westminster was held at St. Mary's 
College^ as usuala in July ; but Db. Weedall felt 
unequal to attendìng it, and went to Malvem, in 
hopes of receiving benefit to bis health. He staid 
there but a short time, and derived yery little 
benefit. When he returned to the college, bis 
stomach was in a state of great debility, so that he 
could hardly retain any food. It was evident that 
the stomach had lost its tone and power, and that 
bis dissolution could not be ayerted by any human 
means. He kept on, however, as weU as he could, 
at bis usuai duties; but with much sufiering, and 
many interruptions. The writer received a short 
note firom him, dated October 21 st, only sixteen 
days before bis death, in which he said that he was 
quite unequal to any correspondence, and begged 
bis friend's prayers. 

Having so long taught others how to live, he 
was now to teach ikem by bis own example how to 
die. The evening was come, and the faithful 
labourer was to be called to receive bis hire. At 
the end of October he became much worse. A 
derical friend paid him a yisit on Ali Saìnts Day, 
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and fonnd him extremely distressed by Constant 
Yomitingy and snffering firom fever and tliìrst. By 
liis own desìre^ Iiis friend read to him the Epistle 
and Gospel of the festival^ and he remarked: 
"What a beautiful and impressive Mass it is to 
day I" On bis friend's remarking to him that he 
hoped he would soon be of that glorious band, for 
he must now say: " Oursum consummavi'^fidem 
servwciy^ he stopped him, and said, bursting into 
tears : " Ah ! would that I could say the remainder; 
'^ in reliquo reposita est mihi corona jtAstiticBy 
His friend could not proceed for some moments, 
for the burst of emotion with which Dr. Wbedall 
was affected: he was deeply moved himself, and 
could say but little on that occasion. On Saturday, 
November 8rd, the venerable man received the 
Holy Viaticum; and on the Sunday moming, 
Extreme TJnction; both administered to him by 
Canon Bagnali. About half-past twelve in the 
day, he was seized with violent cramps and spasms, 
so that he was thought to be at the point of death, 
and Canon Bagnali gaye him the Last Blessing, 
and read the Recommendation of a Departing Soul. 
From that time till nearly five o'clock he was not 
perfecdy conscious. The clerical friend before 
mentioned came to see him again on that evening. 
He found him in Constant convulsions, but perfectly 
conscious and able to speak, though with difficulty. 
This good priest began to recite the Misererò 
Psalm, intending to say it ali through himself ; but 
Dr. Weedall took up each alternate verse, aifd 
as his articulation was much impeded, he took 
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particular care to finish eyery word^ and every verse^ 
with the greatest accuracy. When afterwards his 
friend began those words of St. Faul^ ^' Quis me 
separabit a charitate Christif^^ Db. Weedall 
went on with them, finishing off the whole verse in 
the midst of his convulsions^ adding: ^^ I think it is 
sametUng like that^ is it not ?" Then his friend 
began some other ejaculations^ but he said^ inter- 
ruptìng him: ^'Say for me that one you said from 
St. Faullast time." He did so: ^^ Cursum consum- 
mavi, fidem servavi, etc./^ and when it was ended, he 
stopped and dwelt upon it with evident delight. 

He suffered greatly and constandy from thirst^ 
and when offered some iced water ^ he said^ '^ Don't 
you think it too great a Inxury ? " and he wonld 
not finish the draught. That pious priest obseryed 
in the narrative with which he favoured the writer, 
and from which he has been enabled to give these 
edifying particnlars, — ^that *^he preferred the 
thought of the hauetus catertUB vitce to refreshing 
his poor body inits last necessity," and that '^ many 
things had been utt^rred by him in a similar strain 
at other times^ indicating the unvarying consistent 
goodness of this holy man." It was thought that 
he could not s\irvive beyond the next day. He 
held out however during Monday^ and Canon 
Bagnali sat up with him during that his last night. 
Afrer midnight he lost ali consciousness^ and calmly 
expired at four o'clock in the morning on the 7th 
of November, having completed his 71st year on 
the 6th of the previous September^ and spent 
forty-three years of his life at Oscott. 

1a2 
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Thus did thÌ8 Iioly man consnmmate hìs conne : 
but he had not run in vain, nor labaured in wnn* 
A better eulogy could not be penned with reference 
to hìm than that which appeared in tbe WeMy 
Megister, with the well-known signature of '^ Father 
Thomas." ^' One of the best^ kindest^ homblest of 
men has gone away firom us. He was ali his life 
the same^ pions, qniet^ bland, eyer with a amile on 
his lips^ and ready to do any kind thing for every 
one. To make others happy was his only ambi- 
tion^ peace and charity at any price, forbearance 
and indulgence, and ali that the word meekness 
signifies, were eminently his. Dk. Webdali. 
made Oscott what it was in the most prosperous 
days of that «college^ and nnder his mie it lost in 
latter time none of its eminence. There was a 
solidity in Ds. Weedall, that did nòt show ont on 
ali occasions ; but it was there, and when reqnired^ 
was forthcoming. His was a mind that yon conld 
reason with, and although a snperior, the lowest in 
the college had nothing to apprehend from Dk. 
Weedall's position. He wonld patiendy bear 
and calmly argue the case, withont impetnosity or 
imperiousness. Db. Weedall was a superior man ; 
his mind and heart neyer ambìtioned the tawdry 
nothings, the yain distinctions of this hollow world, 
nor the high levels. The good, hnmble, and leamed 
Db. Weedall saw through, and over ali these 
nnsubstantialities, and cared for them nothing. 
God speed his spirit, for it was a meek and homble 
one, and pure as snow." This is the spontaneoos 

• Phil. II., 16. 
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testìmony of a priest of sound judgment^ and long 
experience of men ; and it is the more yaluable as 
coming from one totally tinconnected with the 
College of Oscott, or the diocese of Birmingham. 

Dr. Wbedall had piously desired to be buried 
in the habit of the third order of Mount Cannel, 
of which he was a member, and of course bis wish 
was obeyed. The funeral took place on Friday, 
November llth, and was conducted with great and 
becoming solemnity. The Bishop of Birmingham 
sung the High Mass of Requiem» The Bishops of 
Shrewsbury and Northampton were present in the 
choir; Monsignor Searle^ as representative of the 
Cardinal Archbishopj the Cathedral Chapter of 
Birmingham^ and about forty other priests. The 
coffin bore the following inscription : — 

Bmus. Dnus. Henricus Weedall, S.T.D. 

Pr-el. Domest. ss. D. N. 

Pbapositus Gap. Bibminohamien. 

HUJUS COLLEGII BeCTOB. 

Pie. Obiit Die VII. Noyembbis. 

A.D. 1869. ^TAT SuiB 72. 

R. I. P. 

When the procession passed out from the 
entrance hall of the college^ along the terrace^ and 
round the outside of the chapel^ with nearly a 
hundred, including students^ walking in surplices, 
followed by the Canons of the Chapter of Birming- 
ham^ and the three Bishops immediately before the 
coffin^ the spectacle was quite overpowering. The 
weather unfortunately was bitterly cold, and felt 
severely in that elevated situation. The coffin was 
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finally deposited in a recess in the crypt^ ìmme- 
diately above that whicli holds the remains of the 
first who was laid there, the Bey. WìUiaia Foley. 

The fonerai Sermon was preached after the 
High Mass by the Very Rev. Dr. Newman, of the 
Oratory. His text was from the first Psalm : — He 
shatt be like a tree which is planted near the running 
waters, which ahaU hfing forth ite fruU in due 
eeason. And his leaf shall not fall off; and aU 
tohatsoever he shall do shall prosper» Dr. Newman 
felt deeply, as he acknowledged in the sermon, 
that he '' was not the person who had any right, or" 
as he humbly said^ " any power to refer back to 
the history of Catholicism in these parts,. • . .net 
even," he added, " in his own personal character 
can I worthily describe the man whom I so much 
loved and so much admired;. . . .for I bave never 
lived nor worked with him,. . . .1 bave never wit- 
nessed his daily life, and am iinable^ except in that 
extemal aspect which is presented to a stranger^ to 
record his virtues and his good works." Never- 
theless^ ali who know Dr. Newman will know that 
nothing from him can fail to be excellent ; and with 
ali his disadvantages^ thns humbly avowed, he 
delivered a veiy beautiful, and highly interesting 
discourse, tracing the leading points in the life^ and 
seizing the main features of the character of ^e 
deceased prelate, with astonishing discemment and 
correctness. The Sermon was published at the 
request of ali present, Bishops, Clergy, and Gentry. 
Canon McDonnell, so long connected with Oscott 
and Birmingham, had, by request^ penned a short 
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memoir of Dr. Wbedall for the information of 
Dr. Newman; but by some mistake^ it did not 
reach hìm in time for the composition of his Ser- 
mon, for which it would have been very valuable. 
He haSj however, availed himself of it in several 
interesting notes in the published Discourse. 

After the fonerai obsequies, a meeting was held 
in the library^ with the Bishop in the chair^ to 
consider in what way the memory of the departed 
president conld be best hononred and perpetuated. 
The Bishop proposed the erection of a chantry 
attached to the college chapel^ to be designated 
" The Weedall Chantry.'* This was unanimously 
approyed^ and a subscription was at once begun 
to defiray the expense^ which Canon McDonnell 
claimed the honour of heading with his name^ as 
the oldest friend of Db. Weedall presenta having 
known him fifty-seven years. A Gommittee was 
finally chosen to procure subscriptions^ and promote 
the laudable object of erecting this appropriate and 
beneficiai memoriale where Masses may be con- 
tinually ofFered for the soni of the departed. 

A memarial in the tempie of the Lord, And 
they that are far off ahaU come, and shall build in 
the tempie of the Lord.* 

ThejtistshaU le in eoerlaeting remembrance : he 
shaM notfear the evil hearing,^ 

The memory of him shall not depart away, and 
his name shall be in request from generation to 
generation.^ 

• Zach. vi., 14, 16. t Pb. CXI., 7. X Eccldb. xxxix., 13. 



CHAPTER XX. 

Db. Wsxsall's Personal àppbàbanob, Phtsioal Quali* 
Tiss, AND Habits — Mbntal Qualitiss — Tastss — ^LOVB 
OF Beading — Neolect of Cobrespondenoe — His Gheeb- 

FULNE88 AND WiT — Hl8 QUALITIES A8 PrESIDENT — In- 
8TANCES OF BeNEVOLENOE — Hl8 TaLENTS AND PecULTA- 
BITIE8 AS A PbEAGHER — Hl8 GbEAT ViBTUBS — CONOLUSION. 

Thb foregoing pages haye placed before the reader 
the historj of Hbnby Wesdall firom his child- 
hood to his grave, — ^that grave which he entered in 
abundance, cts a heap of wheat is brought in in ita 
seiMon. Behold this is even so (i8 tee have searcked 
out : and noto thou haat heard it, consider it 
thoroughly in thy mind.* It has been searched out 
by his old and devoted £riend, who had had the 
happiness to know him for fifty-six years. And 
now that the reader has perused it, he has assuredly 
found much for him to consider thoroughly in his 
mind. It only remains for the writer to sum up 
the qualities, physical and montai, which characte- 
rised this eminent man; and this he will proceed to 
do, at the hazard of some repetitions, to the best of 
his ability. 

To speak first of Db. Wbbdall's personal ap- 
pearance, formation, and bodily frame. He was very 
• Job t., 26, 27. 
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low in stature^ hardly measuring fiye feet two ìnches : 
but he was not slightly made. The defect was 
in the lower lìmbs^ which were disproportionately 
shorts gìving him a diminutive appearance; but he 
was so well formed otherwise^thatwhen he was seated 
at table^ his short stature would not be suspected. 
His bust was yery fine: his head large^ and with 
ali the developments that would delight a phreno- 
logist. He had a broad and noble forehead, and 
though his lips were a little too fall and prominente 
it was manifesdy the prominency of eloquence. 
His eyes^ though the torture of his life^ and always 
a sad barrier to his pursuit of study^ presented no 
outward indications of weakness^ except that they 
were often unusually moist and glistening. But 
they had a blanda cheerfol^ and benevolent look, 
and were large, and yery expressiye. They could 
not bear much light; and if he walked out in the 
snow, he suffered great pain from its daz^ling 
whiteness^ and could not at ali enduro it in the 
sunshine. His complexion was pale and transpa- 
rent; but his countenance extremely pleasing and 
prepossessing, and his address always kind and 
cordial. None of his friends will forget the warm 
shake with both hands, with which he was wont to 
greet them, nor the rich tono of his hearty, ^' How 
do you do ?" with the emphasis strongly laid upon 
the last word. 

Though diminutiye in stature, he was strong, 
and particulady actiye; and with ali his chronìc aQ- 
ments, he contriyed always to keep about, and attend 
the best he could to eyery duty of his position. 
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professed so much to yalue. He kept a large 
supply of clothes by him^ and frequent^y changed 
bis Ixabiliments in tbe day, before the use of cas- 
socks became general. One Sunday morning at 
Oscott he carne down in a fine new coat, well made 
and nicely adjusted. Bishop Milner was staying 
at the college, as he sq often did, and could not 
help noticing Ds. Weedall's fine coat, and good- 
natnredly indulging in a little banter, said: '^ What 
a fine coat you bave got. Ma. Udall !* You look 
quite smart to day/' To which the little man 
cleverly replied: '^ Why, my lord, great men, like 
your lordship, bave higher recommendations ; but 
we little men must make the most of ourselves, even 
by the cut of a coat." The answer exceedingly 
amused the good, kind-hearted Bishop, who was 
always very fond of Da. Webdall, and well knew 
bis worth. 

His room, liis library, and ali about him, was 
always neatly arranged, and indicative of good 
tasto. His habits, as already observed, were over 
active and industrious, and his pursuits always in 
accordance with his yocation and position in the 
College. As a youth he excelled in most games, 
and in after life he would do everything well that 
he had undertaken. He often observed that if any 
thing was worth doing at ali, it was worth doing 
weU ; and with reference to books, he used to say, 
that any hook that deserved to be read once, would 

* Bishop Milner often called him Udall : alleging that this onght to be 
il nanie, as ìt was a genuine old Euglish name, and that of a diatìnguished 
old eontcofenial wrìter. 

1 B 
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be worth readìng a second time. As bis ejes conld 
bear so little reading, it was wonderful wbat a know- 
ledge of books he managed to acqtdre. It was 
remarkable too how readily he leamed from others 
reading to him, and how well he could keep bis 
attention to such readìng. If he chaneed^ boweyer^ 
to be diBtracted^ he would inyariably request to 
bave the passage which had escaped bim read over 
agaìn^ sometimes indeed to the trial and annoyance 
of bis reader. 

His bandwriting, like bis erery other perform- 
ance^ was particularly neat^ regular^ and gracefìil. 
His writing in early life was evidently formed 
upon the examples of bis first masters at Sedgley 
Fark^ good old Mr. Harbut, and Bey. Joseph 
Birch, especially of the latter, as is apparent in 
some Theological Essays found among bis papers, 
wbere the bandwriting was as yet unfixed, and 
not equal to that which every one so much ad- 
mired in bis subsequent course. He was always, 
however, a good writer; and when at Sedgley 
Park he was famoos for flonrisbing swans^ eagles^ 
pens^ and other figures^ which he would readily 
do for others also^ when requested. He had much 
tasto for pictures^ but no talent for drawing; 
which it is remarkable that yery few of the clergy 
bave. Indeed he once asked the wrìter> whom he 
found drawing^ some questions about the mode of 
representing sloping ground and other objects in 
landscape^ which proved that he had no idea eyen 
of the simplest drawing. Yet be had a keen per- 
ception of ali that was picturesque and beautiful^ 
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whether in nature or art ; he had a fine ear for 
music, and a dear melodious bass voice; and he 
sung correctly, and with great feeling and expres- 
sion: but he never played on any instrument, 
and once expressed surprise how any one could 
play treble and bafis together, from written music, 
and without looking at the keys of the piano ; this 
being, as he said, a fourfold operation, which would 
perplex him exceedingly. 

He was, like many others, quite carried away 
*by the enthusiasm for Gothic architecture and 
mediaeval decoration, which was so much the rage 
at the time when he was building the New College. 
He was a steady patron of Pugin, and eulogised 
•him highly in his funeral orations on Bishop Walsh, 
and the Earl of Shrewsbury. But his studies were 
directed in every way that was at ali within his 
reach; and it seemed as if the disqualifications 
which he suffered from the sad nervous affection of 
his eyes and head only made him more anxious and 
assiduous in cultiyating eyery branch of leaming 
in his power. He was always seen with books 
about him, or carried under his arm, or actually 
under perusal. He rarely came down to meals 
without bringing to the table some hook, which he 
would seize the first chance of getting some one to 
read to him. His memory was excellent, even won- 
derful; andto this happy retentive faculty wasdoubt- 
less owing his astonishing store of knowledge of 
almost every kind. He acquired it with more diffi- 
culty than others, and retained it on that account 
more satisfactorily than the generality of students. 
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One fault bis friends had always to complaiiv of, 
that he was a bad epistolary correspondent. It is, 
as St. Basii beautifìilly observes^ a great comfort to 
tbose wbo cannot meet togetber^ to correspond by 
letters. ^'Magnum Deus prsebuit solatinm bis 
qui coram congredi non possunt^ colloquium per 
litteras."* St. Basii was not the only one among 
tbe boly Fatbers wbo felt the value of punctual 
writing^ and knew bow to rebuke tardy corres- 
pondents. *^ I am not asbamed^" says St, Jerome^ 
" of tbe importunity witb wbicb I bave frequently 
obtruded my letters^ wbìle you were silente tbat I 
migbt deserve an answer.^f It certainly betrays 
great selfisbness^ and a great want of friendsbip^ to 
neglect writing to tbose friends wbo are known to 
attacb mucb value to letters^ and derive great 
solace from tbem. Dr. Jobnson bas well said : " To 
let friendsbip die away by negligence and silence is 
certainly not wise. It is voluntarily to tbrow away 
one of tbe greatest comforts of tbis weary pi^rim- 
age ; of wbicb wben it is^ as it must be, taken finally 
away, be tbat travels on alone, wiU wonder bow bis 
esteem could be so little."} In Dr. Wbbdall's 
case tbere was certainly no indifference to tbe value 
of friendsbip, nor tbe least idea of letting it die 
away ; but be was ever dilatory, and ever complain- 
ing of tbe multitude of bis occupatibns, as bis 

.* S. Basil. EpUt. ocxx., AL ccxcix. 
t Non me poenitet impudentis, qua taoentibus Yobis, epistoUw meu 
freqaenter ins^esii, ut reacriptum mererer. — St. Hibron. Mp. lxxxii., ad 
Marceli, et Anape, 

t Boiwell's Johnwm, IT.| eh. T. 
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excase for not writing. Thus he would say^ that 
he had Bot been able to wrìte '' from the inexorable 
pressure of letter writing and CoUege Discipline 
and Policèy* which had prevented him from reading 
as well as writing: — Dublin Reviews, Ramblers, 
Callista^ &c.^ ali remaining on his table uncut and 
unread. But^ unfortunately for his defence, he was 
reminded that it was just the same when he had no 
college business^ and no heavy mission to attend to. 
Itwas in fact his habit, and wherever he might 
hare been, he would bave been the same. He 
never could be enticed into regular correspondence. 
In the course of this biography, allusion has 
been often made to Ds. Weedall's cheerfulness 
and general good spirits amidst ali his ailments. 
, His familiar conyersation was always sprightiy and 
aegreeable. He dearly loved a joke, and his laugh 
was hearty and contagious. No one told an anec- 
dote better, though they might relate it in less time, 
for he was rather long over a story. It was well 
said of him, by an old friend — '^His manner is 
elegant, his substance ingenious. Wit sparkles 
over his sentences, as rapid as the coruscations of 
the Northern Lights.'** The misfortune is, that 
like those meteors, wit dazzles for the moment, and 
expires; so that nothing is so difficult to recali as the 
sparkling effusions of wit. Thus though the writer 
has been delighted with so many bright flashes 
from De. Weedall, he can fetch up scarcely any in 
addition to those already recorded in the foregoing 

* Canon McDonuell. 
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breakfast^ he observed one of tlie company taking 
an tinusual quantity of dry toast^ and proceedìng to 
butter it, and l^ought to gire him a hìnt^ by sayìng : 
" Perhapsr Mr. F. ali the company may not like 
their toast bnttered." The other, however, who 
was always ready, and quìte a match for him, 
answered, ''Ali that I am buttering for, do." 
When some one was ili, and it was observed in 
answer to an enqniry after bis health, that he was 
but ** So, so.** Dr. Wbedall said: "I suppose 
you mean, ' sic, sic. * ** He always enjoyed a plea- 
sant chat at night; and however late it was, and 
however drowsy he felt, he would at once cheer up 
and enconrage a prolonged parley at such a time : 
and then was the witching hour when he brought 
out bis Stores of puns and pleasantry, and indulged 
most richly in wit and anecdote. 

These, however, were but the sparks which 
flew off from a mìnd radiant and brilliant, with 
powers of the highest order. His conyersation was 
always agreeable and instructire, remarkable for 
great shrewdness of perception, soundness of judg- 
ment, solidity, and faimess of reasoning. When 
speaking on any grave subject, his manner was 
slow and sententious: he chose the very words to 
produce the greatest effect, and uttered them with 
strong emphasis and powerful expression. His 
abUities were brought out conspicuously in his 
important ofBce of coUege president. It occa- 
sionally happened, as it must ever happen in such 
establishments, that he had to address the students 
coUectively upon some breach of discipline^ or 
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some objectionable practices which liad crept in 
amongst them. On such occasions bis command of 
language and forcible incnlcation of tbeir duties 
were very striking. But net less so was tbe patemal 
solicitude and kindness^ with wbicb be always 
blended and tempered bis correction. 

On one occasion, be carne upon two cburch 
students quite unexpectedly in tbe playroom, wbo, 
during study time were enjoying some merriment 
of a noisy cbaracter. But wben be saw tbem per- 
forming some very ludicrous antics, wboUy uncon- 
scious of bis presence, be only said, witb a smile of 
great good nature: "Well, if you did want te 
amuse yourselyes^ you need not make a noise to 
disturb tbe wbole bouse." 

No one could bave more equably beld tbe 
balancé between severity and indulgence; and no 
superior was more generally loved, as well as 
respected. He knew bow to encourage talenta and 
also to discard discredìtable idleness. Wben be 
was once remonstrated witb, and cbarged witb 
requiring optìmism, be smartly replied tbat be did 
not seek to secure cptimism, but to exdude 
pessimism, 

But a tbousand instances are known of bis great 
kindness and consideration for tbose under bis care. 
He once sent for a boy to bis room, wbo was fond 
of fisbing. He said to bim : '* I bear you are ratber 
fond of fisbing, is it so V " Yes, Sir/' said tbe boy, 
" I am fond of it" '' And wbat do you bait witb ?" 
"Some times witb worms." '^ Is not tbatcruel? 
How would you like a book big enougb for youj to 
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be thrust through your body, and yourself plunged 
into the water, and a fish a good deal bigger than 
yourself coming and biting at you ? I will give you 
a shilling, if you won't bait with worms." 

When the same boy grew up, and became a 
divine and cantor, he asked the Doctor^s leave to go 
to the Musical Festival in Birmingham, as he had 
never heard the " Messiah" thus sung, and thought 
it would help bis musical taste, as well as prove a 
great enjo3rment. Db. Weedall said, that as a 
young divine he thought it would be an inconve- 
nient precedent and example, and asked him to deny 
himself the enjoyment. The young man said he 
would do as the Doctor wished, and would think no 
more of it. The next moming, Dr. Wbbdall carne 
quietly and unexpectedly into the young divine*s 
room, closed the door, and gently said : " I bave 
been thinking over your request to go to the Festi- 
val. I will permit you to go. And should another 
young divine wish to foUow your example, and 
plead the precedent, he need not bave leave, unless 
he bave the same office. But is it not expensive ?" 
^' Yes, Sir, I suppose the ticket will be asovereign." 
"That," rejoined the Doctor, "is a great deal 
for a young divine to pay." Then, "producing 
a sovereign, he said: "Will you buy a ticket, 
and allow me to present it to you ?" 

With talents such as Db. Weedall possessed, 
he would undoubtedly bave attained excellence as 
a poet, but beyond the few pieces already spoken 
of in the foregoing pages, he wrote no poetry. 
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Besides sermona indeed he wrote very few pieces 
of any kind, but his compositions were remarkably 
corr^ct and elegant. He was an excellent reader^ 
but rather apt to make his public reading too long. 
At one time he was accustomed to read alecture to 
the students every moming after Mass^ before they 
left the chapel. He read firom Gobinet's Instruc- 
tion of Youth, an admirable book^ containing per- 
haps the very best course of spiritual reading for 
most personst But he read an unreasonably long 
time^ forgetting that the attention of young persons 
particularly cannot be secured beyond a moderate 
space. It happened that Bishop Mihier was pre- 
sent on one occasiona it being the day of the Mid- 
sununer Exhibition^ at which he carnea as usuala to 
preside. It was customary for his lordship, on the 
morning of that day^ after Mass^ to examine the 
students in catechism and in religious knowledge in 
general. So after Mass^ Ds. Weedall did not 
gire his usuai reading, but ali waited for the Bishop 
to turn round and begin his examination. Dr. 
Milner, however, never thought of the matter^ but 
quietly sat down in his faldstool, and composed 
himself to listen to De. Webdall's customary lec- 
ture. Aft;er a considerable pause^ as no one came 
forward, the prefect gare the usuai signal for the 
boys to depart^ and the chapel was soon cleared. 
At breakfast, some one said to the Bishop : " Why, 
my lord, you sadly disappointed us ali : we ex- 
pected you to examine in catechism as usuai." To 
which he replied : " Why did not some one teli 
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me ? I never thought about it. I was expecting 
to bear a long lecture firom Ms. Wegdall on 
Confessione or Matrimony/* 

Though Db. Webdall excelled in almost every 
tbing that he undertook^ preaching was evidently 
bis grand distìnguisbing talent. His sermons were 
composed witb great attention^ and polisbed again 
and again witb untiring labour. Tbis bowever was 
productive of some unfortunate results. Having 
by compositions so elaborate at first^ acquired a 
certain bigb standing as a preacber^ be felt, as be 
used to acknowledge^ as if be must always keep up 
tbe same reputation. Also, wben be attempted 
to speak extempore^ be would say sometbing 
sufficiently intelligible, and tben refine and refine it 
away, till one could bardly teli wbat be really 
meant. Wben be composed a regnlar sermon, be 
wrote^ or dictated^ tbe first draugbt readily^ and 
generally made it sucb as would satisfy most critics ; 
but be seemed never satisfied bimself. Several of 
bis sermons were written out twice, or even tbree 
times^ witb copious alterations and improvements. 
His style was ornate and elegante but tbe structure 
not always in accordance witb tbe strict rules of 
grammar and composition. He seemed often carried 
away too mucb by bis subject to stop to arrange 
ali by rulè ; and tbus bis sentences were frequently 
overloaded and lengtbened^ till tbeir balance was 
partly lost, and tbeir effect somewbat weakened. 
Again, be ofken paid little attention to punctuation, 
employing a dasb wbere be ougbt to bave placed a 
stop, tbe practice of too many sloyenly and balf 
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edncated writers^ though assoredly he was neither. 
The defect in his case arose from the rapid and 
impetuous flow of his ideas^ which would hardly 
bear subjection to ndes of composition. Sometìmes^ 
on the other hand^ he wonld put a full stop, and 
then go on wìth another sentence without any yerb^ 
which ought properly to bave been the completion 
of the sentence preceding, and been attached to it. 
But these after ali were only small spots on a san 
of dazzling splendour. His sermons were the out- 
pourings of genius, strong, rich and eloquent to a 
startling degree. They were singularly beautiful 
as compositions, and contained a powerful theology, 
on which was grounded what was most edifying 
and instructire. He attained assuredly the two 
great ends of Christian oratory, to convince and 
persuade. The reader has read several specimens 
in the course of this work, mosdy taken from bis 
published discourses. These, however, were not his 
besti* and it is to be hoped that his friends and 
admirers will encourage the publication ót ali his 
Sermons. He had no great stock, not much above 
fifty ; and when it is remembered what pain it cost 
him to write, it is only wonderfìil that he composed 
so many. 

His delivery was as elegant as his compositions. 
When he spoke extempore indeed, bis habitual de- 
sire of excellence made him often dissatisfied with 
his language, so that he sometìmes repeated and 
hesitated painfully. But this was the case in bis 
extemporaneous effusions only. His prepared ser- 
mons were carefuUy committed to memory ; and the 
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memory that conld retam those long and elaborate 
oompositionSj was itself wonderfìil. Yet in those 
palmy days oif bis preaching, — ^which the writer so 
well remembers^ — ^he delivered hìs written sermons 
with perfect case and without hesitation : ali seemed 
to flow spontaneously^ and ali was perfectly naturai 
and apparently unstudied. 

In his lattar years, howeyer^ he found it impos- 
sible to leam his sermons by heart^ and when he 
gare a written discourse^ was accustomed to read it. 
Towards the end of his career^ he generally preached 
extempore. He often had in his hand^ partly con- 
cealed by a handkerchief^ a slip of paper, on which 
he had noted the leading paragraphs and texts^ to 
aid his memory in the delivery ; but he was rarely 
observed to have recourse to it. Once he got out 
completely ; but without showing any embarrass- 
ment, he honestìy avowed it in these words: 
*^ Having unfortunately lost the thread of my dis- 
course, I will proceed to another part of the sub* 
ject;" and so went on and finished with perfect 
self possession. 

His pronunciation of eyery word was clear and 
distinct ; jso that^ though he neyer spoke loud^ he was 
always heard well, and listened to attentiyely; his 
voice was meUow and deep toned; his attitude digni- 
fied and commanding. He usually preached from 
the aitar step: but there were no tossings about^no 
tricks of oratory, no antics to surprise, no coming 
forward, or stepping backward, no pointing to the 
sky, or lowering hands to the earth. Leaving ali 
the mountebank gesticulations in which too many 

1 G 
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preachers indulge, bis action was sìmple, naturai^ 
and graceful. The expression of his coimtenance 
waa enough: he needed no studied gestores, or 
artìficial postures, to impress his audience, and 
seldom had recourse to any extraordinary action. 
Once in a most moving sermon on Good Friday his 
voice faltered, and he covered his eyes with his 
hands, as he uttered in tender accents: '^Come^ 
my fellow sinners, come to Calvary, come to the 
cross !" On that great day his sermon was 
always very pathetic, and bespoke the most ardent 
love of his crucified Redeemer; and he used to 
explain the ceremony of kissing the cross in a 
BtrUdng and satisfactory manner, quite his own. 
The great feature of his delivery was the eamest 
and emphatic manner with which he uttered his 
finely constructed sentences. He laid strong accent 
on most of the syllables, and made many words 
emphatic, but particularly certain rather &vourite 
and sonorous words, such as ^^ propounded," '' cai- 
culated," " commensurate," and similar expres- 
sions. He was heard with rivetted attention, and 
when he was expected to preach, every one was 
glad, and antìdpated both pleasure and spiritual 
profit. 

The only drawback to bis utility as a preacher, 
was the great length of his sermons. He never 
took in the sage maxim : " the more said the lesa 
retained.^* Nearly every one of his sermons might 
bave made two of sufficient length. Though he did 
so much good, he would bave benefitted others even 
more, saved himself much painful exertìon to little 
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purpose, and prevented much impatìence and grave 
inconyenience to bis audience^ if he had limited 
himself to a reasonable length. He forgot that if 
bis fountain could flow for eyer^ bis bearers conld 
not bold for eyer ; and eyen his sermons^ eloquent 
and toucbing as tbey were, sometimes tired out tbe 
patience of many before tbey were concluded. In 
tbe middle portion of tbem^ too, be was apt to pbi- 
losopbìse in a manner ratber dry and didactic ; 
wbicb, if continued long, is very trying to tbe 
bearer's powers of attention. Stili, tbougb it bas 
been considered rigbt in a work like tbis to sbow 
tbe sbade as weU as tbe ligbt of tbese compositions, 
tbey were ali masterly productions, noble emaiia- 
tions of a clear bead and a warm bearti tbe radia- 
tions of genius, tbe effusions of religious ardour, 
the discourses of talent absolately unriyalled, and 
moying exhortations of most pure and tender piety. 
Db. Wsedall indeed was a truly pious man. 
He had leamed to practise first himself wbnt be 
taught to otbers ; which, as St. Bernard assores us, 
gives real force to the preacber's words : " Dabis 
yoci tuffi yocem yirtutis, si quod suades^ tibi prius 
cognosceris persuasisse."* His soul was pure, and 
bis life spodess. With ali bis talents be had no 
pridé, no loye of distinction, no ambition. He was 
unmindful of injury, and a stranger to resentment. 
He was mixed up in one instance with otbers in a 
certain expression of disapprobation of the conduct 

* Thou wilt gìTe to thy voice a voice of power, if what thou inculcateit 
to otben» thon art known to have beoome fint conTinoed of thyidf.— 
S. Bebn., Serm. F. in Cuntie, 
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a brother priest ; but he quickly sought occasions 
of pursuìng bim witb friendly salutatìons^ and snb- 
Btantial proofs of cbarity and friendsiiip, wbich 
dissipated eyery remnant of nnpleasant feeling. 
There was a perìod in bis life^ as tbese pages bave 
sbown, wben be bad mucb to stiffer; but neyer 
was be beard to speak of bis trials^ or to reflect 
upon any wbo migbt bave occasioned tbem : and if 
Bisbop Ullatborae could tnily say of bim tbat be 
neyer made an enemy^ it may be proclaimed witb 
equal trutb tbat be neyer appeared to tbink tbat 
any one bad acted injuriously towards bim. Wben 
certain friends were obserying to bim tbe strong 
indications of bostility wbicb one party in parti- 
cular sbowed towards bim, be merely said : '^ Well, 
I know it takes two to get up a quarreL and I will 
not be one." He was eyer kind, beneyolent, and 
frdl of boly cbarity. His loye of 6od and religion 
was manifest in Ibe deyotion witb wbicb be said 
Mass, and officiated in eyery fonction of tbe sacred 
ministry, as well as in tbe recoUection and profonnd 
respect witb wbicb be always appeared in the 
house of God, and tbe deyout attention witb wbicb 
be was accustomed to pray, and join in eyery reli- 
gious exercise. He was tbe judicious tutor and 
trainer of youtb, tbe guide and instructor of eccle- 
siastics, tbe educator of priests, nay eyen, as bis 
Bisbop declared, the father of Bisbops, for under 
bim were brought up tbree Bisbops, Drs. Willson, 
ofHobarton; Mostyn, of Abydos; andBrowne, of 
Sbrewsbury. 
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But he Ì8 gone, he has been taken from us ; and 
as the same Bishop so well expressed it: Ood 
llessed his work, and noto he Ims taken the work- 
man! 

" On earth we've lost, in heayen weVe gained a friend I" 

Lìke the prophet of Israel^ he was cartied up 
in fire, — in the flames of his own ardent charity. 
Though his humility shrunk firom presuming upon 
it^ we can haye no doubt that there was laid up 
for him a croton of justice, tohich the Lord the 
just Judge was ready to render to him* And as te 
us^ whom he has left stili " banished sons of Eye^" 
stili ^' groaning and weeping in thìs yalley of tears/' 
let US look to his great example^ and striye for his 
glorious reward. 

" The speli is broken ! neyer more 
Can mortai life again seem gay ; 
No future ever can restore 
The perished and the passed away r\ 

Stili let US }eam some nseful moral from onr 
desolation^ and ^^ As we daily see our friends die 
around us^ we that are left must cling closer, and if 
we can do nothing more^ at least pray for one 
another : and remember^ that as others die we must 
die too, and prepare ourselyes diligendy for the last 
great trial.**$ 

But tee that live, blesa the Lord, from this time, 
now and for ever.\\ 

* 2 Tina. IT., 8. t MoiR. X JoHNaoN. || Pi. cxiii. 
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